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ADVERTISEMENT. 

» * 

THE very fingular methods 
which were tried by fomepeor 
pie w^ll known in this country, to 
jfupprefs the original of this little V 
piece at Paris, clearly prove the ufe 
it may be of to pur young Gentle- 
jnen, and the Englifh Editor thinks 
jhimfelf happy in having it in his 
power to co-operate with the Author 
in his good intentions. 

It is feen by the books of the Lieu- 
tenant of the Police in Paris, that 
there are three thoufand Englifh tra- 
vellers in that capital, and we fliould 
be glad to think that the moderate 
eftimate of one hundred a year for 
jthe expences of each of them, mak- 
ing a fum of three hundred thoufand 
pounds fpent there, and loft to this 
Country, Wastheworftconfequence. 
But alas ! thefe excurfions not only 

prove 
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ii ADVERTISEMENT. 

prove ruinous to many individuals 
who become dupes- to the Knights 
of Induftry, aflembled from all 
quarters at Paris, but help to cor- 
rupt the manners and morals of 
thofe who remain at home by the in- 
troduction of many pernicious fciier- 
vating luxuries. 

Our female Coteries^ our Savoir* 
vivre, and other clubs, that hare re- 
duced gaming to a fyftem, cannot 
fail to bring this nation to deftruc- 
tion ; for what pofterity can be ex- 
pedied from a Generation of Gamb* 
lersy but a nation of Dunces, 
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THERE was no intention to prefix a preface 
to this little work, but a very unexpe&ed 
accident determined us to employ a few lines in 
vindication of the panegyric on Shakefpeare, 
which is introduced in the eighth-day. 

The memory of that extraordinary genius isl 
honoured by a tribute of endlefs encomiums:—* 
His dramatic works have been for more than an 
age the fubjed of univerfal admiration in a mod 
refpe&able nation, among whom the belles-let-* 
tres, and the fciences flourilh : yet a man of ge~ 
fiius, to whom France has given birth, has dared 
to reach forth a profane and ungrateful hand ta 
blaft the laurels which adorn his .immortal 
brow. 

Is Mr. de Voltaire infenfible ofthefuperiority 
of that honour with which candour and grati- 
tude crown a man of celebrated genius, to that 
arifing from the illufions with which he may miC 
lead an infatuated vulgar ? Are not his eyes good 
enough to fee that fuch a king of enthufiafm can, 
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iv PREFACE. 

at bcft, only draw a party of his own times after 
him, which probably he may long outlive ? Be- 
fides, there^ is fo great an affinity between juft- 
nefs of thought, elegance of efcpreflibri, and vi- 
gour of imagination, that whoever is poflefled of 
the firft of thefe gifts, te very feldom unprovided 
of the reft : — furely then his fplendid reputation 
could have fuffered nothing from acknowledging 
Shakefpeare to be a genius of the firft order, and 
that he had been indebted to him for fome truly 
valuable paffages. A monopolifing fpirit leads 
to great meanneflesl While we pay to the great 
talents of Mr. de Voltaire, the moft fincere, tho^ 
at the fame time* the moft impartkV refpe£j w£ 
cannot help blaftiing him for thofe exfeefies tos 
which we fometirnes fee him tranlported. 

% 

Racine did not rail againft Mr. Dacier, for 
having dared to tranflate thofe authors, who were 
his guides and models j — *he partifans of that poet 
did not call Brumoi barbarous and filly for having 
drawn a parallel between them, but we are allu- 
red that thefe epithets have efcaped' Mr. de Vol- 
taire, againft the translators of ShakefpeaFe. We 
fliould be much pleafed in doubting of this fadt * 
it would beexeeffively indecent in him to dofrii- 
fleer over opinions and fentiments, with that def- 

pptic fway he fo much abhors in others. 
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PREFACE. t 

It is a long time fince we foretold fome of the 
extravagant p^rtifans of that poet, that in propor- 
tion as a knowledge of Englilh literature be-, 
came extended over France, he would lofe the 
reputation of originality in more than one of his 
productions. He has fo many, that fuch a faeri- 
fice would be a meer trifle, efpecially if he makes 
it with a good grace. 

The celebrated writers of the age of LoyisXIV. 
were acquainted with the Italian. and Spanifh Ian* 
guage$, but knew as littlfe of the Englilh as cf 
the Huron; yet Milton, Shakefpeare, and Dry- 
den, before that time, had publiflied fome maft 
ter pieces of genius. Towards the middle of the 
age of Louis XV, Mr. de VoJtaire ftudied their 
language and writings, and profited by that know- 
ledge. He was too quick-lighted not to be fen- 
fible of the great advantages he had over the imi- 
tators of Lopez de Vega, and the other Spanifh 
authors, &c. This remained a fecret while the 
French, immerfed in prejudices, did not think of 
extending their views to the literary charadter of 
$ people, whom they onljr knew at that time by 
their reciprocal hatred of each other. 

Mr. de Voltaire has no realbnto.be offended 
with this dilcovery . He is . not reproached with 
being a plagiary *— *pens, like the pen of Mr. de 

A % Voltaire, 
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Voltaire, cmbcllifli while they imitate ;— -this 
h by no means pillaging. When we obfcrve his 
ill-humour and invectives againft the Englifh 
poet, we fhould be apt to imagine him either fo 
very irafcible, or fo very aukward, as to con- 
found thefe ideas— he expofes himfclf by fuch 
weakness, 

Horace ventured to fay, that even the great Ho- 
mer, now and then {lumbered ; — if the cauftical 
Freron were ftill alive, he would think that he 
had a right to fay that Mr. de Voltaire was doat- 
ing. Heaven avert fuch a thought, and fave us 
From being guilty of fuch a literary blafphemy ; 
on the contrary, let us fly to efcape his wrath, and 
the ireful fury of his numerous confederacy. 

Let the hardy and valuable tranflators of Shake. 
Jpeare reproach him with, and prove to him his An- 
gular obligations to the Engliih poet -,~let them 
accuie him of having miffed the nobleft flights in 
his imitations •, — the field is fairly open to them ; 
but let us who have not ftrength for fuch bold enr. 
ferprizes, bp fatisfied with bagging of him, for the 
fake of the Englifli nation, whom he has fo often 
extravagantly praifed; for the fake of a few 
Frenchmeri, who judge from their feelings, and 
pot from the periodical decrees, which fome jour- 

mlife. 
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nalifts receive by poft from 4:he Pays de Gex ; and 
laftly for our own fakes, that we may be permit- 
ted to admire. Qtbtllo % Cafar, &c. &c. &c. be- 
caufe thefe pieces paint human nature, and fen- 
fibly move our paflions ; an effeft which criti- 
cifm and abufe can no more prevent, with refpeft 
to them, than the farcafms of Mr. Clement could 
hinder the triumph of the Henriade, 

With fuch eminent abilities as thofe of Mr. dc 
Voltaire, with a reputation fo juftly acquired, and 
fo cofiftantly fupported, a man never deceives 
himfelf without a hazard of mifleading others.' 
The opinions which he has, or pretends to have 
adopted, gain credit and take root in the minds 
of other men. We have feen the ferious confe- 
quences of an error in a man of the higheft repu- 
tation, and we chiefly venture to combat it, be- 
caufe of his diftinguiflied fuperiorky. 

If the unjuft opinion which ranks Shakcfpeare 
with the croud of monftrous authors who wrote 
in the ages of barbarifm, had efcaped from one 
of thofe /feeble abortions, who periodically blot 
paper fojc the fatisfa&ion of fome people who en- 
deavour to miake them feem fometbing ; we (hould 
leave them to exhauft and annihilate themfelves 
pnder their academical laurels, and talk nonfenfe 

to 
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to humour the 2<^4tf who is the prop of their im- 
becility. 

Mr. dc Vokaire, equally fenfible to praife. and 
fatire, has frequently procured fame %nd regard 
to works, whiqh without his help had never be?n 
paid to ordinary abilities. It is a noftrum with 
fome authors, for the fale of a book, to place in 
the front thoie little epiftles which he has never 
failed to write in anfwer to thofe who proftjrate 
themfej ves before him* 

If an author continues fteady in his worship, 
and never fails to tack his name and praifes to 
every page that he publishes, he will find that the 
party, which is very numerous, will impercepti- 
bly adopt hin^, and (hen he may preach at his 
eafe. The literary pigmies whom we have been 
fpeaking of, notwithstanding their non-entity in 
other circumftances, immediately became im- 
portant upon their admiffion into the confede- 
racy, 
« 

If we endeavour to warn the public againft 
what thefe echo's may repeat after the fage of 
Ferney ; — if we remind them of their never hav-i 
ing poflcfled one original thought of their own, 
and that their interested opinions are nothing but 
the monftrous produce of envy and perfbnal va- 
nity* 
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nity ;-^if we obferve that they do not underft'and, 
and that they never read the fublime and origi- 
nal author whom they condemn, it Is not from art 
apprehenfion that the imprdfion made by their 
decree can have any cxtenfive influence ; it -is ra* 
ther to convince the public more and more of 
the neceffity of judging for themfelres of the 
works that are publifhed, and to fhcw them how 
juft that indignation is, which they begin to feel 
againft that infolent and impudent cabal, which 
would ereft a throne for its idol, and ranging it- 
felf around the defpot, form a literary inquifi- 
tion. 

Perhaps this ftroke is fevere, but let it be re* 
membcred, that in ftriking the blow we are only 
challenging a priviledge which they have made 
ufe of as a pretence for their ufurpations.— the li* 
berty of thinking. It is fortunate that the deftruc- 
tion of letters has been prevented by want of 
abilities in thofe petty tyrants, who, by lavish- 
ing ftupid and contemptible encomiums, have 
obtained warrants and paffports from Mr. de 
Voltaire, whofe vanity is fo eafily tickled, that 
it fliould make them be inftantly fufpedted. 

May the prefent age do him juftice, by placing 
him by the fide, or even above the greateft known 

genius \ 
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geritos i—we will not oppofe it ; — it is an homr-* 
mage which is due to him : but let us likewife do 
him juftice, by always doubting, and never fub- 
* mitting to be led either -by his praifcs, or his cen- 
tres. 

There remains nothing for us to fay to the rea- 
der, but that we finierely wifh the other ftrokes 
of this little piece may amufe and correft, which 
was our only motive for giving it to the public^ 
If it fails in the end propofed, the rfriftake will 
not be amended by lengthening thirPreface. 
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DAY the FIRST. 

My arrival at Paris. — Myfirft Acquaintance in that 

Capital, 

I AM now afecond time at Paris on my travels. 
Six years ago I made my firft journey to that 
city, where I refided only fifteeen days. 

After fpending five good years in refleding 
upon the follies I committed during thefe two 
weeks, I have come to the refolution of publifhing 
an account of them for the inftrudtion of my poor 
countrymen, whom I have the mortification to 
fee treading in my fteps.-— After the expiration of 
a luftrum, I now behold this capital with very 

B different 



2 The ENGLISHMAN'S 

• 

different eyes from thofe with which I formerly 
viewed it. — I was then fcarce eighteen, and I hope, 
for the fake of my honour, that the reader 
will keep this circumftance in mind during the pe- 
rufal of every line of the following moft humble 
confeffion. l 

In 176 . . • I fet out from London, with the train, 
the equipage, and the difpofition of the generality 
of our unfledged ftarlings, /. e. with a good car- 
riage, two Englifli footmen, a valet de chambrc 
of Provence, * and letters of credit to a confide- 
rable amount, the produce of which was deftined 
to defray the expenceS of my whole tour, which 
was defigned to include feveral of the principal 
States in Europe ; but unluckily I began with 
France, and my money only ferved to make me 
be treated like an Englifli Lord for a very fhort 
time, by all the courtezans, knights of induftry, \ 
Savoyard porters, and hangers on of all denomi- 
nations in the capital. 

On my arrival at Calais, I met Mr. S — . Af- 
ter hiring a valet to ferve as interpreter, which is 
tilually done in order to fupply the Englifli fer- 
vants want of fkill in the language of the coun. 
try, we took the road to Paris. Notwithftand^ 
ing the addrets and affurance of my valet de chairi- 

• Provence valets, are remarkable for their addrefc and 
genius for intrigue. 

bre, 



FORTNIGHT, £ 

bfe, I enlarged my train with one of thefe people, 
who brought us without any accident to the Hotel 
of P. R. in the Fauxbourg St; Germainr 

This houfe had been recommended to me at 
Calais, by the Sieur Defaint, as the place where 
all the nobility of our nation took up their refi-i 
dcnce, and the only Hotel proper for a man who 
travelled in a Berline, and had twelve thoufand 
pounds in his pocket-book. 

My vanity had opened a large pair of ears, and 
unluckily I had every dilpolition to become a dupe 
to the pomp and vogue of a ready furniflied Hotel. 
The Sieur Beam, the moft civil and courteous of 
landlords, came to receive me on alighting from 
my carriage. From that moment he gilded the 
pill with a politenefs fo fubmiffive, which bore 
the ftamp of fo ftriking difintereftednefs, that I 
had reaibn to believe myfelf in the houfe of the 
moft obliging, if not the moft honeft man in 
France. So great was my infatuation, that, like 
Moliere's Bourgeois Gentilhomme^ I would with 
pleafure, have given him a guinea for every bow 
he played off againft me. They followed yone ano- 
ther fo rapidly, and in fuch numbers, that he would 
have emptied my purfe, even fooner than the 
journeyman taylor exhaufted Mr. Jourdain's. 

Mine hoft, his head bowed, his body half bent, 
and a flambeau in his hand, walked before me 

B z with 



4 The ENGLISHMAN'S 

with the mofl profound refpe&, he ufhcr'd me into 
a handfbmc and fpacious apartment on the firft 
floor ; and after having made me remark its ele* 
gance and convenience, informed me that I 
fhould pay for it no more than forty kuh-cTorper 
month. To this propofal he joined a catalogue 
of all the Englifh Peers who had been content to 
hire it on the fame terms, and concluded with 9 
hint equally artful and flattering, of the gratui, 
ties he had received from his guefts, as a tefti- 
mony of their approbation of his fervices ; and 
which, at, parting, they had added to a price fa 
moderate as he had charged them I was too of* 
tentatious, and too igjiorant, to contradid the 
knavifh landlord. I therefore remained in pofc 
feffion pf the firft floor, and mine hoft in a cer- 
tainty of forty huis-ffor per month* without reck- 
oning the fpeculations he beforehand grounded 
9n my kitchen, my equipage, and all the extra- 
vacancies I had every appearance of committing 
during my ftay. 

After paffing the night in a deep fleep, plea- 
fiagly taken up with agreeable dreams, excited 
by a fore-tafte of the pfcafures of Paris, I was a- 
wal^d by one of the two occafional valets, added 
to my train by the careful forefigbt of the Sieur 
Beam.— This feliow informed me that Do&or *** 
h^d already beei> ther? with an intention to pay 

mc 
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use his refpefts, and had enquired with the moft 
tender follicitude after the ftate of , my health i 
but that he might not interrupt my (lumbers, he 
had put off bis vifit till noon. It was then, at 
moft, only ten o'clock in the forenoon. I was 
not acquainted with the Poftor, and I could no* 
eafily guefe bow he could be interefted for a 
perfon, of whofe evidence he muft have been eiir 
tirely ignorant fifteen hours before. However, I 
fefolved to wait for a mm who was fo ready tt> 
prevent me with his politenefs ; I promifed my* 
felf, perhaps, forng advantage from his ac- 
quaintance, or, at leaft, lome fallies of wit worthy 
that fpirit of kvity which diftinguiflies the nation 
I had come to make the firft: fubjed of my ftudy« 
I waited for him then* and during the two 
hours which pafied.till his return, I was peftered 
by a multitude of retailers of both fexes, moun t 
tebanks, taylprs, matters of languages, and danc* 
>ng-mafters» Unbroken then to the train and 
ufages of the world, the only confequence I drew 
from all thofe interefted vifits, was attaching to 
my perfon a ftupid importance, which could only 
be the delirium of my youth and* vanity : — at laft 
jhe Do&Qr appeared, and came to fortify this 
fentimenu 

I lhall befomewhat particular in my defcription 
flf this perfooagci beqaufe he ha<U great (hare in 
: al| 
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all the extravagancies which fignalized my en^ 
trance Into the world. 

Let the reader figure to himfelf a phyfipgnomy, 
in which is painted a mixture of effrontery that 
might at firft be taken for an open aflu ranee, with 
a fmile, which, to a fuperficial view, expreflesi 
an officious zeal, tempered with refpeft, but in 
vhich it is eafy foon to diftinguifh the ftupid and 
affe&ed politenefs of a fubaltern and witlefs 
(harper : a diminutive head, enveloped by two 
curls, as thick as an arm, and fifteen inches in 
length, which beginning at the eyebrows, defcend 
in a circumflex direflion three inches below the 
ears, and again join behind the pole of the neck, 
where they form an enormous volume;— the 
whole fleeked and pomatumed in the mod extra- 
vagant manner, and ferving as a (hell to a nu- 
ileus, which mufl be carefully fought for in the 
edifice of this ample frifure. — It is true that this 
at laft may be difcovered, but in vain would we 
look into it for learning or brains. 

The perriwigged head I have juftdefcribed, is 
fupported by a body, the figure of which refembles 
a vine-prop, tapering towards the top, and the 
limbs thickening as they defcend : the whole 
forming a figure of about feven Englifh feet •,— 
this machine was clothed in a fuit, the afFefted 
tafte of which, announced, at leaft, a Marquis. 

A fword 
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A fword of exccffive length beat againft the part* 

which ought to have been occupied, by the calves 

of his legs ; his hand was large, and garni fhed at 

the extremity with,. long emaciated fingers, ridi- 

culoufly loaded with rings of fome value, which 

I. have fince been informed were prefents made 

him by fome of my opulent countrymen for the 

fervices he had done them; — of what nature thefe 

were, I (hall have an opportunity afterwards to 

explain. i 

The jingling of twenty trinkets, announced to 

me from the anti-chamber, the approach of fopie*- 

fhing which ought to refemble a mule, but in 

fad had only moral relations to the family of 

that animal. — Such was the Do&or's exterion-rr 

After giving me a detail of his qualifications, and 

announcing himfelf as a member of the faculty* 

I could not help recolledting that I had been pre- 

vioufiy informed in England, that on my arrival 

in France, I would find every thing lingular and 

elegant, rather than rational and profound. I 

made the brilliant Efculapius fit down, and pre- 

fented him with a di(h of tea, which. I had ftill 

before me, while I waited with impatience for 

his explaining the motive of his vifit. 

The. Dodlor fpoke Englifh fluently, but his 
accent was not pure : I immediately concluded 
him to be an I * * % and lie foon let me know 

that 
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that I was notmiftaken. — After the complimcpril 
ufual on a firft acquaintance, and fome genera! 
offers of fervice, he went on thus — " My Lord,' 
•* in all probability, intends to make fome ftay* 
fc in this capital — Noblemen of his age come 
f< hither in fearch of plcafure, and they are fel- 
** dom difappointed : but it is efiential to aflb* 
u ciate with company that may be depended on; 
ic and too much delicacy cannot be ufed in the 
c< choice. It is likewife neceflary to acquire, at 
w lead, a tin&ure of the language— I fliould 
* c think myfelf infinitely honoured could I de* 
cc ferve enough of his Lordfhip*s confidence, to 
u induce him to refer himfelf to me upon thefe 
*« matters." 

After this obliging preface he entertained me 
with a lift of all the noblemen and gentlemen of 
England, with whom he had formed a connec- 
tion : — I recolle&ed the names of many of my 

relations, allies, and friends.- This gave our 

coriverfation more warmth. — He then fpoke to 
me of their gratitude and liberalities — He even 
difplayed before me a number of jewels and por- 
traits, which he called the precious remem- 
brances of his dear friends — My Lord fuch a one 
•—Sir fuch a one, and— Mr. fuch a one. — Se- 
duced by thofe pledges of their friendlhip for 
him, and the warmth of his offers, I infenfibly 

found 
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found mylelf difpofed to admit him into my con- 
fidence, and to regulate my condudt by his ad- 
vice in the unknown country upon which) I was 
caft. I therefore intreated him to accept a 
dinner with me : To whiqh he replied, — that he 
would break an important engagement in order 
to do me that pleafure, and retired with an aflu- 
rance that he would foon return to keep me com- 
pany. 

Scarce had the Dodtor turned his back, when my 
interpreter, and the two occafional lacqueys pro- 
vided for me by the mailer of the houfe, came to 
fing his praifes in chorus. They exhaufted them- 
selves in encomiums on a perfon, who fo effectual- 
ly mingled the ufeful with the agreeable. All 
this was uttered with fb little affeftation, and fb 
much addrefs, that the evidence of fadts would 
have been neceflkry to perfuade me that the pa-* 
negyrifts had intelligence with the faint. A young 
fellow of eighteen never can divine that in- 
triguers mfocks purchafe reputation from rogues 
in livefy.—*-The difcourfe of this eloquent lac- 
quey-hood turned, at lead, as much upon the par- 
ties of pleafure the Doftor had formed, as on the 
cures he had wrought. It is true, the laft were 
pretty frequently confequcnces of the firft. 

Mean time I digefted my breakfaft, indolently 
perufing the Stranger's Guide, or, The Almanack 

C of 
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of TariSy while Mr* Toupee was giving my head 
the turn a la Fraxcotfe r and exhaufting the pro- 
found art of hair-drefling.— -This ufeful occu- 
pation took up two hours of my time, and con- 
fumed part of that employed by the Do&or upon 
his vifits in the neighbourhood. 

The Englifli arrive in crouds in the Fauxfaurg 
Sj. Germain* and not an individual comes thither 
with any appearance of diftindtion who efcapes 
his attention. — Luckily he never undertakes to 
prefcribe for any diilempers whofe confequenctfs 
plight be mortal, and for the cure of which a 
great deal of medical fkill is requifite.— I have 
even obferved, now 1 am forced from my preju- 
dices in his favour,; that he dexi?auAy evades un- 
dertaking whatever may be of a critical or com- 
plicated nature, and confines himfelf entirely to 
certain difeafes incident to a courfe of diffipatiofl. 
His praftice in thefe muft be the more diftinr 
guifhed, as he multiplies them with one banc}, 
while he cures them with the other. 

He came exadtly at three.— The Sieur Beam 
ferved us up a very fcanty dinner at an exorbitant 
price. The Doctor's wrath was kindled at the 
fight; and with a didtatorial tone,, he fcolded 
much louder than I would have done. From 
that inftant he eredted himfelf into arbitrator in 
the arrangement of my oeconomy. Out of gra- 
titude 
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titude for the rcfentment he teftified at feeing me 
fo ill ferved, I thought my fclf obliged to prevent 
its going too far.— Do&or, faid I, the dinner is 
bad ; but, to make amends, I believe we can have 
recourfe to feme excellent Burgundy -—Let us 
fee, cried he, all on fire, and immediately called, 
for * glafs of wine, which he put to his lips. 
•^-Whence comes this wine, cried he, gruffly I 
From Pintle* replied one of the occafional lac* 
queys, trembling^-Deteftable poifon! exclaim, 
ed the Do&or, and worthy of the petty tavern 
where itwas brewed *~-<h£n addrefling himfetf to 
one of my fervants, he called for pen, ink, and 
paper, and having written a few words : " Here,'* 
iqud he, " rue to I****, the king's wine-merchant, 
« and order him to fend My Lord a hundred flafks 
«* of his beft Pomar, till to-morrow, when I fhall 
** befpeak an aflbrtment." At his voice the 
fupple and obfequious lacquey disappeared like 
lightning ; while ignorant of the obliging phy^ 
fician's refowecs and correfpondence, I was (truck 
dumb with admiration, joy and gratitude. 

While he thus took in hand the reins of my 
domeftic government, he was devouring what lay 
before himr It was not til! after he had exer- 
rifed his teeth and jaws with unremitting induftryi 
that his converfation acquired new life. — He 
poured forth, amid a torrent of words, a lift of 

C* ' * all 
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all the illuftrious perfonages he intended to em, 
ploy in my education, and the capital artifts he 
propofed to affemble for my fervice, but their 
names were almoft funk in the deluge.— The 
burden of every fentence was, Do not make your/elf 
uneafy about that, — / take the charge of thtSy-r-I 
anfwer for ? other. —Then came the fcandalous 
chronicle of all the intrigues carried on by My 
Lords, with the beauties of the opera : — who had 
one •,— who had firft brought out another*— the 
extravagancies committed for thefe ladies,-*— 
their brilliant accomplUhments and celebrity,—- 
their faults, their charms, the danger of fome of 
them, — a thqufand amufing anecdotes, a thoufand 
ftrokes of pleafantry.— Xhefe details inflamed my 
curiofity, and kept up my good humour during 
the remainder of my repaft,- — When we rofe 
from table, the Do&or affumed a ferious and im- 
portant air, and afked me, My Lord, who is 
your banker ?— « 'Tis Mr. G***. 'V.So much the 
worfe, I am forry it is not ****, That is amazing; 
— There are few Englilhmen of your diftin&ion 
and charadler but are recommended to him. 

Befides the ftri&eft probity and the greateft 
jseal for your affairs, a recommendation to him 
would have procured you connections in a houfe, 
rendered no lefs agreeable by the genius and 
lalen^s of the mailer, than by {he numerous and 

excellent 
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excellent company drawn thither by play.— 'How! 
by play ! in the houfe of a man whofe coffers 
muft be inceflantly fupplied by the truft repofed 
in him !'< — Maxims of your clumfy, fcrupulous 
country ! a genius truly fpeculative makes play a 
real branch of commerce—If you pleafe, my 
Lord, tell me what difference you difcover be- 
tween venturing money at trente et quarante, 
and the vague and uncertain fpeculations in the 
public funds-? — " But we would not much ap* 
prove of a banker, the depofitary of other men's 
monies, venturing the lofs of them in our funds 
by ruinous wagers, the profits of which would 
accrue only to himfelf." P'fhaw, nothing is loft, 
in the houfe I am fpeaking of; on the contrary, 
its mailer is continually amafling, and that in 
every method. — Your credit, continued he, is, 
doubtlefs, very confiderable ?— 4C I have bills on 
Paris to the amount of twelve thoufand pounds 
fterling," — This indifcretion, which proceeded at 
leaft as much from vanity as from inexperience, 
effentially fatisfied the Do&or's curiofity, and 
opened a career to his defigns.— A handfome 
fum, replied he eagerly, 'tis enough to purchafc 
this whole capital ! Very well— I'll introduce 

you immediately to the Baron de , where 

you will find the beft and moft genteel company; 

he is- a man of diftinguilhed merit and fuperior 

abilities. 
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abilities. — To them he is indebted for an ion 
menfc fortune, and may afpire to the firft ho/ 
nours in a country which he aftonifhes by the 
novelty and the depth of his views. In his houfe 
you will meet with a number of people of 
dtftin&ion, feveral of them fpeak your language * 
thus you will be able to pafs your time agreeably 

till the Abbe F 5 s leflbns have made you ca~ 

pable of keeping your corner in French focieties.. 
r-rl thanked the Doctor for fo many good offices; 

He rofe, and pulling the firing of the bell — 1 ; 
muft, faid he, examine what kind of equipage 
the matter of the houfe fumifhes you :— *leave the 
care of all thefe little matters to me : — I will un- 
dertake it with pleafure ;— -I will prevent your 
being impofed upon.*»-See, added he, with an 
impofing tone, to one of my fcrvants, who theiv 
made his appearance ; fee, if my Lord's coach be 
ready ; and without watting fof his aafwer, he 
turned to me, and cried~4et us go down, 'us •fix 
o'clock, we will take a turn to the opera, and! 
from that go to the Baron de *s. 

I embarked under the condudt of this extraor* 
dinar^ Mentor* who had .thus made a feizure of 
my perfon. A very good hired c6ach, loaded be- 
hind with my whole train of fervants, furnifbed 
with canes, by the care of the Doflor, carried u^ 
in an inftant to the gate of the Palais Royal. My 

guide 
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; guide made me alight, aad without giving me 
time to obferve the building, after having with a, 
genteel sir taken a couple of tickets from the 
ipruceft of. my occafional lacqueys, who obeyed 
every motion of his eye, he dragged me with 
precipitation into the houfe. He placed himfelf 
by my fide, in one of the balconies, clofe to the 
ftage. The cuftain was foon after drawn up, and 
I for the firft time beheld that monftrous com- 
pound of clumfy noify mufic, without tafte or 
ipirit, and thofe unmeaning capers Which French 
enthufiafm takes and gives for the nobleft of 
fpe&acles* Yielding to the irkfome wearinefs 
which preyed upon me, I begun running over 
every corner of this immenfe theatre, and at laft 
<:aft my eyes upon my companion. — His were 
employed. — I obferved an air of intelligence be- 
tween his looks, and thofe of fome of the divi- 
nities, who were fluttering on the ftage. When«- 
ever the figures of any of the ballets' brought them 
within a proper diftance, they too feemed to view 
with no little attention, my air, and the English 
drefe in which I was dill muffled. 

You feem to take but little pleafure, (aid the 
Doftor, in the infipid din of this French n^ufic, 
but, added he with an expreflive fmile, if what 
pafles on ^the ftage produces the fpleen, the ad- 
ventures behind the fcenes make ample amends. 

At 
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At thefe words he gave me his hand, and ftridkig 
over the three benches between us and the paf- 
fage, he led me to the tiring room.— I was fooa 
convinced of the efteem in which he was there 
held, and the judicious and natural inclination 
entertained by that whole fwarm of dancers for 
thofe young EnglUhmen who are making their 
firft tour in France. 

La — La — La — , had juft finilhed a dance 
of three-, when they came off they perceived my 
guide, -whofe lengthened figure overtopped by 
two feet, a groupe of Petits Maitres, occupied in 
prefenting gold and incenfe to thefe goddefles. I 
was x at his fide ; my. large neckcloth, my long 
ikirts, and I know not what ftiffnefs and lheep r 
iftmefs in my air, which we cannot get rid of tiU 
at lead a year's abfence from Oxford or Camr v 
bridge, and fix months refidence in Paris, all 
wrote on every limb,— 27w is an Englifhman. 

The Doctor's winks, which I was then too great 
a novice, to obferve or appreciate, ajQTured the 
moft intelligent, that I might carry my offerings 
a good way. In confequence, the gilded troop 
of Marquifes was foon abandoned to their def- 
pair, ancf my Lord furrounded and ogled without 
mercy. I did not know that the phyfician was 
£hf n preparing for me the agreeable iurprize of 
a fupper with two of the handfomeft nymphs- of 

the 
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the banc?, who, had Jet ffy at me moff mur- 
dering glances, accompanied with a few words 
of broken Englifh. In order better to cover thii 
mafter-ftroke, he made hafte to lead me off from 
this region of enchantment, by telling me that 
it was time to go to the Baron de * * * *$. 

In a moment we were at the gate of his hotel. 
The Doftor walked before me through the whole 
houfe with the Fame freedom and liberty as if he 
had been at borne. After cro fifing fereral rooms 
filled with fcrvants in different liveries, he point* 
•d out the Baron, who had come to receive me 
at the door of a firfli anti-chamber. He was a 
man of a grave and flegmatic mien, the Jblidity 
and furniture of whofc head gave a fyftematic air 
even to his bows, and his addrefs. His voice was 
ftrong and heavy, uttered with a flow, meafu*- 
red, and doll monotony, which gave even his fa- 
lutation a tone of extraordinary prudence. The 
Baron introduced me into a faloon, where thro* 
the tumultous wavesTof a numerous afiembiy,and 
the embaraifment of a multitude of gaming tables, 
I penetrated to the Baronefs. The figure and 
down-caft look of this lady, exhibited a copy of 
the hufband. Scarce did (he give herfelf time to 
anfwer my firft compliment, when difplaying a 
pack of cards fhe prefled me to take one, and fit 
<lown to a party at whift, which fecmed to wait 

D me 
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me there, by a decree of the deftinies. Neves 
had I been in a houfe where there was lefs ex- 
pence in converfation, and where a nian found 
himfelf fo quickly feated between the Icings of 
lpades and diamonds. I fubmitted to the cuftom, 
and began, a dull party with three ftrangers; an 
old maid, whofe inexhauftible loquacity fhewed 
her pretenfions ; an Abbe, whofe air of avidity 
and attention to the game, demonftrated that he 
ftudied play more than his breviary, and an old 
officer, on whofe figure, age could not imprint 
the chara&er of honefty, — ■ fo plainly, was his 
affe&ed fimplicity betrayed by a knavifli (harping 
air. I played with inattention, to the great mor- 
tification of the fuperannuated beauty who front- 
ed me, and in fpite of myfelf, let my eyes wan- 
der over all the parts of the room, and the dif- 
ferent originals with which it was filled. It was 
the ftrangeft medley I ever had beheld; I was 
not then capable of clefcribing it exa&ly, as I 
have been fince, when I became acquainted with 
the particular chara&ers of part of the company, 
and verified, by woeful experience, the juftice with 
which a certain wag has given this Hotel the ap- 
pellation of the Pacquet-Boat. At this firft in- 
ftant, I perceived that the bufinefs of the houfe 
turned no lefs upon politics than play ; for I faw 
a number of Englifli pamphlets and news-papers 

fcattered 
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fcattered in every corner.— 'However, the plumed 
Sagana* who could reckon at leaft fifty good 
years, and was unluckily my partner, was pro- 
voked at my abfence of mind ; every trick my 
ftupidity made her lofe, (he fent forth a figh 
with which I thought her foul ready to expire, or 
uttered a fhriek more fhrill than the cries of our 
orange women in Cheapfide. I laught inwardly 
while I moft humbly afked her, pardon. At laft 
we came off for a few louk-tfor and a fit of fuffoca- 
tion, which turned her purple for three mi- 
nutes. 

The afiembly was preparing to break up, 
when the mailer of the houfe alked if no cavalier 
would be complaifant enough to attend Made- 
moifelle back to her convent. This was my did 
treffed partner. The obliging Dodlor, who had 
already taken poflefiion of every thing belonging 
to me, on this occafion difpofed of my perfoa 
and my carriage. I could not refill the tone of 
fuperiority he afiumed, and prefenting my y hand to 
the old lady with the leaft ill-grace I could* we 
walked out of the apartment. 

I perceived that fhe was foftened by this piece 
of complaifance, and that (he began tp forget the 
blunders of my play. — On the way from the Ho- 
(tl de *** to her monaftery, I received fome 

* A forferef$.-*-J r /V* Horace Ef'od, 

D 2 tokens 
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tokens of the exorfs of her indulgence, and ia 
her favour pafied over the enormity of her pre- 
tentioiw. At parting I received penwiflion Co go 
and pay my court to her,- a compliment fo much 
the more flattering, 4s it liad <not «*>ft me the 
trouble of afking, and proved to tfce how pre* 
▼entmgly complaifent old age makes the fait. 

Scarce had we again got into the carriage,' 
when the Dofitor coiled eagerly to the coathtaan 
to drive to the Street de Richelieu ;~*he whipt and 
we flew. • ' - . ■ 

My dear friend, then faid my companion* 
fijueezing me by the hand, I have refolded to 
make you amends for all the irfdbme mor tifica.: 
tions you have been obliged to fwallow to night, 
with one of the (noft amufing evening entertain- 
ments in Paris. A man like you mull divide his 
life between ferious focieties and the ipteafing extra- 
vagance of what are called amufing parties.-** 
You are young, — you havt wit and a good 
figure :•*— fix months in this train, and yoa will 
far outftrip the Marquis de ***, and Mr. <ie 
***, the two moil agreeable men in France, 
which will undoubtedly be greatly for the honour 
of England* * Indeed* my dear Do&or, you are 
cettamly tfce beft and moft tromplaifant of man^ 
kind." I was not yet habituated totheexpreffivc? 
French phrafes* fqch as <;bwmng and delicious* 

which 
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which would have been more fuitable to the oc- 
cafion. " It is very lucky for a Granger, conti-r 
nued I, to meet with fo uncommon a friend* 
how obliging you are P'-^Oh J my Lord, replied 
the Do&or with precipitation, befides chat fuch 
is my difpofitioii, I ftwre ia every pleafure I can 
procure to my countrymen $ thefe trifles never coft 
me any chtqg<~«- u On the contrary it is a proof of 
the goodaeis of your heart," replied L— My tem- 
per is not mfcligpaot* and I was too much blind- 
ed to give the Do&or's* lad ejcpreffion it's llri£t 
and literal meaning. 

My carriage flopped *ad we alighted. The 
Do&or weat before rue up a narrow ftaircaie e*- 
cdfively dark, and conduced me kto a neat 
wcftJigtaed wd-chamber on the firft floor* 
Two fervams out of iitery, but extremely well 
ctotthed, were there in waiting ; one of them 
enquired my name, and upon my introducer's 
anfwer, the folding doors of the Saloon fuddenly 
flew open. My eyes were ftruck with a refined 
and voluptuous luxury, which is no where to be 
found except in Paris, and whofe fources are 
there opened with profiafioni elpecially in places 
fijeh as that in which I then found myfelf. 

The whole tympany confided of three ladies^ 
who with pkafure in their looks, came to meet 
my guide, aad received $*e wkh the moft cor- 
dial 
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dial politenefs. I immediately recolle&ed one 
of them to beMademoifelle ***, whom the Dodtor 
had named to me at the opera. — The fecond was 
a companion, — the third (he called her mamma; 
and this lady had in faft a fufficient age, and 
the matronly air fuitable for the part lhe played. 
I perceived Mademoifelle*** to be the reigning 
Sultana of the palace, and foon remarked that 
there fubfifted a perfect good underftanding be- 
tween the Dowager and the Do&or. , They 
whifpered one another in the ear, and in the 
mean time the old lady ftedfaftly furveyed me 
from under her eye-brows. As my companion 
feemed to grow warm in his difcourfe, the 
harpy's fuperannuated vifage aflumed an air of 
avidity, which gave her the appearance of a roak 
tiff eying a bone. Mademoifelle ***'$ companion, 
who was lefs handfome, was named Julia: it is 
a piece of policy in the reigning beauties of the 
opera, conftantly to couple themfelves in this 
manner. When ever they exped a man of con- 
federation (which is always meafured by the 
length of his purfe) and they have formed a 
defign upon him, whether he is to be accom- 
panied by a Do£tor or any other perfonage of 
the kind, there is always a nymph of inferior 
charms who falls to the lot of the 'Squire. 
* c Well, my Lord, faid La *** to me with an air 

and 



FORTNIGHT. i 3 

and tone of jocularity, how do you like Paris ? Do 
you think the ladies handfome ? You have 
doubtlefs already formed fome engagement of 
the heart. A ybung. and amiable nobleman like 
you, cannot remain a moment unengaged here.** 
To this flattering compliment I only anfwered, 
Ob ! Madame point du tout [Oh ! Madam, not 
at all] and that with a pronunciation as laughable as 
it was unintelligible to French ears, accompanied 
with a ftupid booby air, playing with my fingers 
on the corners of my hat, andftanding as ftiffas 
a ftake, which Sieur G*** would probably find 
it difficult enough to bend. — My aukward and 
borrowed air would have given any other woman 
an ill impreffion,. but the adepts of the opera 
love to cure us of our.ftiffnefs, and make them-? 
felves be well paid for their time and their in- 
dulgence. Mademoifelle *** played off againft 
me fifty alluring compliments in the fame tone, 
which I anfwered only by an infipid repetition of 
my three monofyllables. However, the company 
declared me tharming, and, above all, remarked 
that my phyfiognomy indicated a great deal of 
wit. — They feemed even upon the point of com- 
plimenting me on the fine things I had faid, and 
I acknowledge, that in my foolifli intoxication, 

I would have fwallo wed that with as little fcruple 
as the Do&or's idle ftories. 

The 
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The charming little rogue that had under taken 
Jne, tutoing with a languishing air to the Doc- 
tor, faid with a figh-^-His LordOup i» very amia- 
ble, but he is very cold — He is do u briefs ac- 
quainted with the- bandfome *** : She is the 
beauty of thefe Gentlemen ; they fee no charms 
Worthy of them but hers.— I do nor believe, re* 
plied the Do&of * that my Lord has the flighteft 
idea of her ; befides he has too good eyes not 
to do you juftke*— As this part of the conver- 
sion feenaed to efcape me, and I was ftarjng 
round with si fooliftl face of enquiry* the Doc* 
tor haftened to gtve me the interpretation.— In- 
deed, added he > without flattery, there & a great 

difference. Mademoifelle D. -H* is both the 
handfomeft creature in Paris, and the rnoft free 
from thofe fen timents which oftendifgrace beauty. 
This was fpoken with warmth— I anfwercd with 
equal eagernefc : the Lady obferved me-— Speak 
French, my Lord, laid fhe, petulantly, at the 
feme time giving me a gentle tap on the knuckles, 
*— I requefted my interpreter to be fa good as to 
tcftify to her how forry 1 was for not being able 
to entertain her ; but at leaft I underftood French 
enough not to fuffer any of her amiable fallies to 
efcape me. The compliment was interpreted to 
her in a manner fufficicnt to draw upon me a 
multitude of others.— rWell, continued (he with 

a fprightly 
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a fprightly air,— Teach me Englifti then, and I 
will teach, you French.— -With all my heart, re- 
plied I— She darted a glance which penetrated to 
my very foul. 

A man ftill better'dreffed than thofe I had feen 
in the antechamber, and whom I afterwards dif- 
covered to be at leaft the putative father of Ma- 
demoifelle * * *> came to give notice chat Tapper 
was on the table.— Come, my Lord, give me 
your hand, faid (he, and fit by me.— Daughter* 
daughter, cried the matron, 'tis not pretry to 
make advances to gentlemen in ttfat manner.*— 
Mamma ! replied the other, in a fportive tone, 
this is my Englifti matter. We were now in the 
dining-room : a table, elegantly furnifhed, was 
illuminated with a dozen of wax tapers on gi- 
randoles which rofe at the four corners of a mag- 
nificent fur^tokt. My fcholar, fupinely feated on 
a fopha, which* occupied a corner of the fire, 
had placed me fo near her, that I was embar- 
raffed and afhamed of it, like a novice as I was. 
—The mamma fate at the oppofite fide, and the 
Doftor was between her and the inferior divinity. 

I was officioufly helped to the moft delicate 
bits ; I was ferved with the fineft fparkling wines. 
To one exquifitevcourfe fucceeded another, every 
difh of which was equally delicious with the 
former.-— This was ftill heightened by a defert in 
which the champagne flowed in copious ft reams. 

E To 
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Tb crotta the whole, and in order to pny cautt 
tome, 1 was entertained with punch* *heJ*oai*- 
tiful ihtnd of my enctr taificr Sneezed the le- 
mons : — To refuie my glafs was impoffiWe.— * 
Every menaem: added to the livehneft and fpiri t 
cf *he convertation ; but;, tis eaijr to imagine ho*? 
little {bare >of it I could take.— However it was 
•U at my cxpeace. The nymph perceived tfcac 
my feofefi hejgan *o be inflani^d— k <nuft be ac* 
k*^wl edged fhe .made me hear a very pretty pipe^ 
$id (u0g a tender air, in a quite different mao- 
aex irotn what is done at the opera* 

About half a,n iour after one in the prornmg 
we rofe from table, and after a fewfalUes^ the 
fequel of the brilliant convocation at fupper, $hc 
mamma proofed a psrty at vingtttmn. — J knew 
a&t what it was. Wqll, iray Lord and 1 will go 
halvies* faid my iiaadfonje alhirer * aad taking, 
me sunder the arm* -drew me towards a taWe 
covered wt£fr f a green cloth, which was about two 
fteps dff. We ryqg for cards— -the company took 
tfoeir places — I (pulled out a purfe which might 
contain ibfurfcore louis d'ors. The play was im- 
mediately put into my haifes, and J was charged 
with the bank, in company with my fparkling 
neighbour, who with great addrefs remitted to 
me the care of making she advances. 

If I cbuld not command my attention before 
fupper at the Baron% the cafe was far worfe 

here. 
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her*. Feet, dyes* gentle puflbeg^irkb the knees : 
in ftiort, every thing above and below the table, 
was employed to draw 1 off my thoughts from the 
game.— -The champagne had deprived me of 
pa* half of my fenfes ; but had they been entire, 
fo many dangerous contadb would hanre made me 
lofe them a hundred times. 

The confequence was that my fourfcore lows 
-were meked before the hank was out of my 
bands. Notwithstanding: my giddinefs, I per- 
ceived that three-fourths of the winnings had 
fallen to the feare of my young partiter'* prudent 
arid difereet mamma ; the other fourth was di- 
vided between my dear Doftor and the humble 
friend.— -My partner bote her ill luejfc with great 
temper ; toe wanted "to take out fame gold, in . 
order to make anctw bank; but a change of 
firefc furnilhed an excufe for not having her 
purfe about her. The Dodor, the mod polite 
of mankind, to prevent her taking the trouble 
of getting up, handed pie a rouleau of fifty 
Jouis. My Goddefs, piqued at the inflexibility 
of fortune, which had {hewn herfelf fb inveterate 
an enemy to me, would deal the cards in her 
furn, but her luck was ftill worfe than mine.-^ 
Her mamrna's good fortune was incredible \ no- 

thing could refift it, and in two rounds the Phy- 
f&Ua's roeteau followed my gold, They then 
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the happy prefages of enjoying the divine #y s 
favours. 

I Would have been as little aflfe&ed with the 
}€fk of my whole pocket-book. 

We, poor Englishmen, whe* we count to 
Paris, are told that we are inexhauftibfe, and wc 
arc dUpid enough tobeNe^e k. 

In a word — 1 was drunk, I fell aflecp without 
thinking of any thing, and as far as I can recol- 
lect I had pkafing dreams. 






DAY 
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DAY the SECOND. 

A dtcifiot Event. 

THUS aided my firft day at Paris. — The cte- 
xail which I hare been relating will ferve 
HO eftablilb oar opinion of the chara&er and prin- 
ciple^ of Do&or * * *. 

Three fourths of mankind, in their early days, 
are .guided by thofe with whom they have the 
happinefs or the misfortune to fall into company* 
Of this I happen to be aa unfortunate proof, and 
althoMgh I may comfort myfelf with the thoughts 
of the great number, whom this man has former- 
ly made his dupes, and is daily continuing to 
make, I am exceffively aflaamed, that a creature 
whofe trifling emptinefs, and whofc anions I have, 
known to be more than equivocal, has been able 
to deceive me for fifteen d ay s together. Yet how- 
ever much my vanity may be hurt by it, I (hall 
nevertbelefs continue my relation for the benefit of 
young travellers, who, like me, come to fpend 
fome time in Paris. 

I went to bed about four o'clock in the morn- 
ing$ I flept late, and fcarce had I opened mine 
eyes when that moft worthy pcrfonage prefented 
himfelfat mybediide. Well, my Lord, faid hey 

• how 
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how have you pafled the night ? Have you had 
agreeable dreams ?— a I had at leaft fubjedt fuf* 
^dent."— Very well, replied he, the evenings arc 
dedicated to pleafure, but to vary your employ- 
ment, I have provided for you more ferious en- 
tertainment this morning. The Abbe F • . ; 
fhall give you your firft leflbn in the French lan- 
guage, and an hour after, the Sieur G . . . fhalt 
teach you the elements of that art, which in this 
country fo agreeably embellifhes nature, and in 
uniting with her, produces thofe charming graces 
to which all other nations are ftr^ngers. As for 
you, my dear Lord, you want only a little pra&ice 
to be perfect matter of them. — I was quite out 
of countenance at fuch inftances of friendfhip.— 
I thanked the incomparable obliging Dodtor, and 
threw myfelf out of bed to breakfaft with my 
moft worthy Counfellor. 

My mafters came after breakfaft, and I made 
my firft eflay in French and dancing. The two 
virtuofi who were employed in my education, ap- 
peared each of them to be a Phoenix ; the one, by 
his exceffive politenefs and pretty lifping ; the 
other, by his matchlefs graces. I fpent fome 
hours at my toilet, and having dreffed.in a rich 
and elegant fuit of cloaths, which the dear Doc- 
tor's taylor had brought me, with five or fix more, 
in the higheft tafte, I flew to the gardens of the. 

Palais 
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Palais-Royal, to fhjew myfelf, without knowing 
what admirers had been prepared for me by my 
provident phyfician. 

There were at leaft a dozen people whom I 
had obferved at the Baron's the preceding even- 
ing, fcattered in different groupes, and difperfed 
along the great walk. I was not there three mi- 
nutes before I was accofted ; — the old officer, 
and the Abbe, who had won lbme louis-d'or from 
me at whift, were the firft to make up to me. One 
of the two, who was more than fourfcore, feemed 
notwithftanding to enjoy a ftate of health, which 
was the more confirmed by having a mind ac- 
cuftomed to refle&ion, and an equality of tem- 
per. He told me that his name was Colonel 
Cunning :— His expreflions were foothing and 
friendly. — He perfectly knew the whole bevy of 
travellers from our country, and gave himfelf 
out for a relation of Mr. Grenville, who was 
Ambaffador from England. He had been fome 
minutes in giving this detail, when we were join- 
ed by a little Ihort fquat man ; — he was of a ruddy 
frefh complexion, his cloaths bedawbed with 
lace ; he had a number of jewels, and fuch ai> 
appearance altogether, as made me imagine him 
to be one of the farmers-general, fupported by 
the public finances ; when the Colonel told m? 
that he was the Count de * * * : — his J ... . 
name had never been* accompanied with fach a 

F proud 
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proud qualification before. I have fince learnt 
that /he was the nephqw of a rich parfimonious 
banker, who haddifappointed all the reft of his re- 
lations at his death, by leaving this man the whole 
of his fortune. From a compting houfe defk in 
the town of Rouen, our heir made but one leap 
to the dignjty of a Count of the Empire ;— with 
the help of a tongue as thick as himfelf, the 
Count Hammered out fome compliment, and pre^ 
fented a thin flanked fickly young man to me, 
whom he called his brother-in-law, the Count de 
Rongdeal : — this name appeared to me as little 
fgited to a title as the other. I thought that theft 
ufurpations, which are both foolifh and unbecom- 
ing, was a family difeafe •, but in this country it 
rains Counts, anci it is only a fubjeft for laugh- 
ten 

We took feveral turns in the walks, during 
which time the Abbe F . . . did not (peak one 
fyllable ; — I was tempted to believe that he never 
opened his mouth, except to fay clubs, diamonds, 
or trumps. Since that time I have had my con- 
jedture confirmed ; with only this addition to the 
idea I bad formed of him in my own mind, that 
in fpite of his having the features of a pug-dog, 
he had rendered fuch Angular fervices to a cer- 
tain prelate, that they procured him fome good 
livings. 

If 
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If we cannot taove bfct Upon the heads of 
Counts at Paris, we are perpetually elboWgd by 
Abbes ;— the facred habit, which ought to difc 
tinguifh the priefthood, is made a common dif- 
guife, and ferves for a cloak to multitudes; of 
cowards and (harpers. 

: A man of a middle fize, very lank, his hair 
powdered and curled with the utmoft nicety, 
having a face which one would have miftaken 
for the face of a fatyr, if its impudence had not 
been tempered by feeblenefs and languor, dreffed 
in a violet coloured fuit of cloaths, laced with 
gold, came and very foon joined our company. 
He is called the Abbe * * * ; he was particular- 
ly civil to me, and declared a delire of being ac- 
quainted with me ; but I perceived that he eyed 
the faithful Do&or, whofe arm I had hold of* 
tvith a look of refentment, while envy and vexa- 
tion was exprelTed in every feature. I never 
dreamt of afcribing thefe fentiments to a jealoufy 
of which I myfelf happened to be the objedt. I 
did not know, at that time, that they were rivals, 
and engaged fometimes in the fame profeflion. It 
is but right to mention beforehand, that it is nei- 
ther phyfic nor theology. 

The converfation very foon turned upon the 
fair inhabitants, who live in the neighbourhood 
of the Garden. The Abbe * * * and the Doc 
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tor, harangued moft ably, and with equal faga- 
city. \» It was impoffible to give a more minute 
defcription of thefe ladies aflemblies than what 
was now given. The old officer hearkened to 
them with a fmile of complacency, which gave 
room to guefs the agreeable recolle&ions which 
he could trace back in his own mind. The fat 
Count and his brother-in-law rallied the two 
fpeakers very clofely, but their ftrokes of hu- 
mour were fo loft upon them, that they (till per- 
fifted. The Abbe** *j with an. earneft look and 
flaring eyes, feemed to be abforbecHri profound 
meditation upon fome ftroke at picqUet. As for 
my part, I was filly enough to pay the greateft at- 
tention to all thefe impertinencies ; but however 
the hour of leaving the garden at laft arrived, and 
having pofitively allured the Count that I would 
do myfelf the honour of waiting upon him, I 
embarked with my faithful Achates, and the old 
Colonel, whom I carried home with me to din- 
ner. 

Upon entering the Hotel, one of my new va- 
kts, with fome precaution, flipped a very fmall 
letter, exceflively perfumed, into my hand, which . 
had been brought during my abfence^ with an 
impatient defire for its being delivered. I open, 
ed it-, it was written in French, but the charac- 
ter was fo bad, and the orthography in fuch a 
fantastical ftyle, that one who janderftood fo little 

of 
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of the' language as I did, might as eafily have 
unravelled a book of conjuring. I was obliged 
to have recourfe to the Doctor, who after ftudy. 
ing a quarter of an hour, at laft decyphered 
what follows: 

- " Do you know, my little Lord, you are very 
wicked •, you have hindered me from clofing an 
eye this whole night. — Mama is angry with me ; 
flie fays that I am in love. I (hall be very much 
vexed if you don't come this evening to the 
Italian comedy. At leafi, be fure to come to 
me at nine o'clock, for I have a great deal to 
fay to you. That pretty little ring which you 
put upon my finger, laft night, has fet it a prate- 
ing : — it whifpers in my ear, that you have got 
a handfome miftrefs in Paris, which gives me a 
great deal of uneafinefs ; however, if my littlfc 
Lord will come this evening, it will be a proof 
that it lies •, I will then take comfort, and never 
believe it more." 

My vanity made me think the pretty little 
childifli manner of this chick moft exquifitely 
fine. " Oh ! this girl has the fpirit of an angel," 
cried the Doftor, " G — d d — n me, if fhe is 
not the prettied little girl in Paris. Well, my 
JL^ord ! if you have nothing better to do, you 
may grant her this fmall favour - 9 we will go and 
pafs an hour there this evening." 

Having 
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Having fpoke this in a low voice, wc joined 
the Colonel He had difcovered back- gam men 
tables in my apartment, and propofed playing a 
game till dinner fhould be on the table. I ac- 
cepted, and we played for twelve louis d'ors 5-— 
I gained the firft, and loft the two next;— 
Dinner being announced, prevented the fourth. 

By the care and vigilance of my major-domo, 
I was infinitely better provided than the pre** 
ceding day y— ■ every thing was excellent. The 
Burgundy flowed moft plentifully. My old 
gueft eat with reflection, and drank with that 
coolnefe which he employed at whift, back-gam* 
mon, and indeed in every thing wherein I faw 
him engaged. Since that time, I have expe- 
rienced how adroit and artful he is, and how 
well he knows the way to make tht people chime 
in with that calm difcretion and dignity which 
foits his time of Kfe and condition. We dined 
chearfully, becaufe his phlegm was no check to 
6u? mirth: — we digefted our dinner with back- 
gammon, which eoft me only fifty louis. 

The Doflor, who was always attentive and 
provident, had ordered the carriage, that we v 
ftjight take an airing upon the Boulevard*, be- 
fore wc were to be fhut up at the Italian comedy, 

* Boulevard is a public walk upon the walls at Paris, 

/ and 
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and becaufe the bon ton required that we fhoulcf 
not arrive there till the after-piece. I; feemed 
as if this man was refolved to let all his patients 
die rather than lofe one inftant wherein it was in 
his power to minifter to my pleafures :— I was 
affe&ed with the fincereft gratitude \ — perhaps, 
in thefe firft moments he had very gqod reafons 
for keeping the ball at his foot. The Abbe 
* ♦ * was one of thofe fort of men againft 
whom it is equally neceffary to employ the clofef£ 
affiduity, and the moft expert addrefs. How- 
ever, I was refolved to indemnify him fpr the 
facrifice he made to me of all the fees that he 
might lofe by his attention. I believe he was 
fatisfied, for he never forfook me while this 
could be fupported. 

About this tisne of the year, all the worthlels 
trifling beings that infeft this great city, have 4 
cuftom of aflfembling upon the Boulevard. There, 
their infipid employment is to go and difplay a 
new fuit of cloaths, or a carriage juft come out 
of the hands of an unfortunate tradefman, who 
gets hitnfelC fplalhed, or perhaps crulhed in 
pieces, while he is in vain tunning in quefl of 
payment. 

Amidft clouds of duft, a firing of carriages 
move round a circle of about anEngliflihalf-miki 
where, notwithftanding the flownefs of the pace, 

and 
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and the endeavours of the guard to keep them 
in order, they often run againft one another, and 
occafion frequent interruptions. The idlers, who 
are drawn along to this place, employ themftlves 
in gaping round them, * and with looks of the 
moft confummate effrontery, endeavour to ftare 
women out of countenance, even in the cottier 
feat of the moft modeft carriage. It is true* 
indeed, that few fuch carriages are feen ;— thofe 
of the fex who come to figure there, are by no 
means offended'; on the contrary, they reply to 
the boldeft glances, with an aflu ranee, or rather 
art air 6f triumph, : which difebvers the pfide and 
haaghtinefs with which prdftittf tion ' and difr 
hofwotir march uncovered amidft the fplendid 
fpoils of folly and libertinifm. ; 

Frequently the filly vi<&ims of thole cruel and 
infolent fyrens, affemble in* crouds round theit- 
chariots, and without the leaft fenfe of lhame* 
pay their adorations in the eyes of a public, pro- 
voked at feeing fuch contemptible bubbles: I 
faw one of thefe ladies in a fuperb equipage moft 
fplendidly gilt and richly* varnifhed ; fbc beau- 
tiful Englifh hories, covered with plumes, gold, 
. and filk, drew her along in ftate, with rich and 
fplendid liveries both .before and behind. That 
day there was a great number hurrying to the 
Boulevard. The moment that her triumphal 

car 
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car paffed into a ftccet leading that way, an 
immenfe croud of people on foot from the 
oppofite alleys, ran hrftantiy to the fide where 
fte was to pafs. One would have been apt to 
imagine by their zeal, that it was ibme bene- 
volent and beloved queen coming to receive the 
homage of a delighted peopfe. I thought it was 
fo, but my condu&or told tne flic was the famoiri 
* * *. The confuted cries of the multitude very 
feon <fifcovered the nature and motive for that 
zeal by which I had been deceived; The in- 
ibknt hfcaghtinefs with which a courtefan was pa* 
rading.in the midft of the peopJe, prefcnced to the 
minds of every one prefent, a moft hateful idea* 
In an toftatft this fuperb equipage was forrounded 
by the «vob> who to rage and threatenings, mixed 
the moft bwwUating axpFdEons of derifioa and 
contempt. They flew in a paffion, and ki a 
moment die beautiful carnage wa» going to be 
(failed m pieces^ wtien fcappily the guard came 
in time wdifcngage the aftonifhed beauty, who 
only had die pleafure of pafling over five or fitf 
fathoms «f the lifts, where fhe expe&ed to have 
daasefed the eyes of a more benevolent public 
tifl the evening. ! : 

On the relation of this mortifyhig actident,- 
while five hundred voices were burning ail round 
me, I obfcrved that all the petit-marcres in ther 
■ j ' G carriages* 
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carriages, which were in my view, became pale 
and wan. Divided between grief and indig- 
nation, fome piteoufly lamented, while others 
bitterly inveighed againft the declenfion of 
civility and good manners. They moft plen- 
tifully bellowed their curfes and imprecations 
upon a crowd of artifts and manufa&urers, for 
daring to murmur at their not being paid, while 
the whole was lavifhed upon fuch creatures; In 
the warmth of their imprecations they even in- 
cluded the public government, becaufe they did 
not put forty thoufand honeft citizens in prifon, 
for being wanting in the laws of gallantry, and 
in the humble refpeft due to a courtefan. 

My thoughts were fo different at that time 
from what they are at prefent, that I was more 
affedfcd by the affront offered to this a&refs, 
than; by the juft motives for the ill will of fuch a 
number of unfortunate people, that I reafoned 
^rith the fame found judgment as did the reft of 
thofe ^gentlemen* . .JProyc&ed more than any of 
them* Iquittpd this fcene pf French rudehefi, 
ai$ ;ordere& iny* carriage to fly to, the Italian 
cpmgdyj; 9-t r }:he rifk of breaking the legs and 
arms of the unfortunate people who were on 
fqott : and could fcarcelf fcve themfelves, by 
flyii)^,^) the right anci left, notwithstanding the 
hoarfe bawlings of my noify coachman. 

In 
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In a narrow Hl-lfghted houfe, unworthy of 
fuch a capital as Paris, fome infipid mountebanks 
had juft done adling a farce, which at le&ft one 
half of the fpe&ators did not underftand. Thefe 
buffoons made way for a parcel of male and 
female French fingers, whofe harfh voices, and 
unnatural manner, mangled the mofic ; but, 
however, it was lefs difagreeable than that which 
made me fly from the Opera. They aimed at the 
Italian tafte, and perhaps in a few years they may 
arrive at fome refemblance ; but it was neither 
the charms nor perfection of the arts* that I 
wanted $ every thing would have paffed very 
well in my eyes if I could have met Made- 
moifelle ***** There was not a corner of the 
houfe that efcaped me, but I could no where fct 
eyes on her ^ I was tdrmented with the keeneft 
impatience for more than a quarter of an hour, 
which made it appear ten times longer. At laft 
the noife in a fmall box which opens upon the 
ftage made me turn my head on that fide : I 
perceived a prodigious foreft of feathers that ap- 
peared upon a head which ftooped to preferve 
the delicate ftrufture in paffing the door, and 
was the reafon that I could not recoiled^ the 
features of the face. When ftie fat down with a 
certainty of leaving a diltance of two inches be- 
tween the fummit of the plumage and the cieling 
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of the box* lhe could then fit upright, and I 
xecolle&ed the objed of my conqueft. A rich 
itream of diamonds coveted her bofom ; two 
immenfe girandoles feerned rather like loads than 
ornaments to her ears, and a chain of large 
links paffed doping from her right breaft to her 
left fide. 

As the infamous magnificence of thefe beau- 
ties declares the rate of follies they expeft to 
Jiavt committed to obtain their favour, fo much 
fpkndour both dazzled and frightened me at the 
fame time.— "What a number of diamonds, faid 
I to the Doftor, with a faultering voice ! 'tis in- 
credible," A Ruffian, fays he, is the author of 
all this magnificence, which furprizes you. 
Would you believe it, all this has coft the fair 
one only a few hours condefcenfion. To tell 
you the truth, you muft have bit her fancy 
itrangely, that (he makes fuch advances to you. 
.You may flatter yourftlf with the thoughts of 
having won the affections of a perfon whole 
favours fome lovers of the higheft rank have 
fruitlefsly folicited : I am certain that intereffc 
has no weight in this bufinefs. — Such difcourfc 
.tickled my ears, and could not fail to make the 
impreffion upon my mind, .which the fpeaker 
expe&ed, — You muft think, neverthelefs, con- 
tinued he, with feeming zeal and reflexion, that 

-, \ a woman 
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a woman fo handfome and fo courted, has a 
certain rank to fupport :~ A furniflied houfe and 
pther confjderable cxpences. My dear Lord, 
fuch is the ton here, and no one can exempt: 
Jiimfelf froRi it. If you have only to contribute 
to this expepce, you come very well off, and it 
is the lead thing you can do for one, who in 
loving you for your own fake, as ihc does, re- 
nounces feveral very conGderabie advantages. 

In fpeaking thus, the Do&or had infallibly dif f 
covered in my eyes that the fi(h was fairly hook? 
«k AH on a fudden hp left me; — I very lbon 
obferved him at the other fide of the houfe dit 
courfingthe fair***, whom he certainly con- 
gratulated pn her fuccefs in having wounded my 
heart. In about ten minutes he returned to me 
again, and putting on a look of wonder and fa- 
jtisfaftion,— 'You are, fays he, in accofting me, the 
moft fortunate of men y— this poor child has only 
one fpar ;~fhe is afraid you will not reply with 
all the warmth with which you have infpired her ; 
•but I think I know better, and I told her that I 
had a /higher opinion of your tafte, and could an- 
jfwer for your fcnfibility. This good news raifed 
her tothe ikies ; — -of all the creatures in the world 
(he has the greateft (hare of tendernefs and grati- 
tude ! behold this beautiful tfow, it is both va- 
luable and in good tafte ; flie would put it into 
ipy hands as a precious remembrance of the hap* 

pieft 
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pieft day of her life. This girl, my Lord. ."• T 
Ah! (he is foul to her fingers ends. Every fyl- 
lable, uttered by the gentleman who attentively 
obferved me, redoubled the intoxication with 
which he faw my fenfes agitated.- Without the 
tender glanced which came from the oppofite fide 
of the houfe to eafe my amorous torments in the 
balcony, I fliould not have known when the piece 
was finifhed. — I thought twenty times, that by 
the violence of my fighs I fhould have interrupt- 
ed the a&ors. 

It is a droll affair to lee an Oxford fcholar the 
Jfirft time he fwallows in deep draughts the poifon- 
ous proftituted love of the enchantreffes of the 
opera ; he' becomes a dupe with the moft incon- 
ceivable ardour and folly :— it was in truth my 
very fituation. The vanity with which my title 
infpired me ; the contents of my pocket-book, 
my train, the fubmiflive manners of the Doftor * 
even my fine cloaths, and the elegant ftru&ure 
which the Sieur Toupee had ercded upon my 
head, compleatty turned my brain. Of all the 
fools that has ever croffed the Streights of Calais* 
not even excepting Lord D . . . T . . . ., I was 
by much the moft extravagant. At laft the cur- 
tain dropt, I immediately gained the paflage, and 
hurrying on at the expence of the toes and elbows 
of a number of fpeftators, to whom I made auk. 
ward apologies in paffing, I arrived at the ftair 

cafe 
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cafe lime enough to offer my. hand to my fair mif- 

trefs. 

Unfortunately the ftair was fteep and winding* 
and I was fo elevated with joy, that by my not ob- 
ferving the train of Iter gown, which was under 
my feet, I got fo entangled in it, that when fome- 
body at that inftant pufhed me behind, I tum- 
bled headlong about ten fteps; and to add to 
my misfortune, love had fo locked the hand of 
Mademoifelle * * * in mine, that dragging her 
after' me, we rolled down together. During the 
paflage which this fall occafioned, the diforder of 
her cloaths difplayed fonie charms to the fpe&a- 
tors, gratis •, the light of which cofts fo dear in 
other circumftances. . We got up in fuch con- 
fufion, as fuch a cataftrophe could not fail to oc- 
cafion, and amidft the laugh and (houtings which 
it excited, we had a good deal of difficulty to 
reach the gate. My indulgent companion pre- 
fumed fufficierftly on my future liberalities to for- 
give this firft j blunder •, inftead of reproaches, (he 
only (hewed that flie was much vexed. She was 
veryfoon furrounded by a number of good friends,' 
who pitied her with a malicious equivocal com- 
panion, while their hoarfe pipes were fqueaking 
around her. Ah ! my God ! my dear! how did it 
happen ; Are you not hurt ? Will you have a lif- 
tle Cologne water? As for me, having drawn an 
immenfe roll of Englifh flicking plaifter out of 

my 
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my pocket, f prefented it to her trembling. ! Eh f 
my God, Mr. Englifhman, cried a droll fellow 
a few paces from me; that is only the form of the 
plaifter which the lady applies to her wounds fc 
Ktappily at laft, the Stentor of Parifian Savoyards 
cried out, my Lord's coach. My companion 
got nd of her officious friends. With our eyes 
on the ground, we paffcd through a double rank 
of laughers, leaving Madempifette * * *'s cha* 
riot for the Doftor to carry home the little Ju- 
lia, who had accompanied her to the theatre. 

Having taken fhelter in our carriage from the 
fhower of farcafms which our fall had rained 
upon us, I did every thiqg in my power to make: 
myfair one forget the accident of the Hair cafe * 
collecting with incredible efforts all the polity 
terms of gallantry, which I could gather from: 
Boyer's Diftionary, and the firft lefibn of ths 
Abbe F . . . f I lifped a foolUh Apology in the, 
lpoft pitiful and confuted jargon, and as I fyf- 
pe&ed that my words were fcance iatfeUlgiblev I 
added fuch geftures as I thaught we*e ptoper $& 
exprefs their fignification. The mild and gentte 
gooctoefs with which lhe received my penitence 
and eager defines, transported me with joy. We. 
were already got kite RichlktfH&reec, and eecer- 
ing the hcmfe* we reoaaiaed alone for feme u>h 

nutes. 

The 
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. The feeble refifUnce which the beautiful crea- 
ture oppofed to my amorous affaujts, had fet 
trie on fire, and I was become much more hardy ; 
when at that inftant, the old lady made her ap- 
jpearance : — (he afFe&ed tobedifpleafed with fuch 
a tete-a-tete, arid in a liarfh tone "of voice, bid 
her daughter go ahd undrefs hetfelf ;-^-(he went 
.away, turning from me with a look of melan- 
choly regret. 

Remaining with the difcreeit and prudent dowa- 
ger, like a notice indeed, I endeavoured by the 
mod earneft proteftafions to appeafe that anger, 
which (he did not entirely conceal. Not being 
able to prevail with the old lady to unbend the. 
feverity of her wrinkled front, I was about to 
abandon the enterprize with equal chagrin, and 
impatience, when my illuftrious and prudent 
fupport, the adorable Doftor arrived. My look 
of aftonirtiment aridthe angryfilence of the mother* 
prefented fuch an unexpefted appearance both in 
the one and the other, that he was impatient to 
know the caufe, and haftily afking fome quefiiohs, 
lie induced her to come to an immediate explana- 
tion. 

'The old lady affefting to compofe herfelf a 
little ? You know very well, Db&or, fays Ihe» that 
my daughter is not in a fituation to play the fool. 
I can very eafily perceive that (he is fallen in love 

- H with 
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with my Lord, but it is my duty to watch over 
her with a motherly care. What would a certain 
perfon, who fupports us at the Opera, fay, if he 
was to hear of fuch a foolifh bufinefs? 1 can 
very well believe, that my Lord is too much of 
a gentleman to deceive us; but that is not 
enough : we are not in a fituation to give way to 
occafional attachments. Unfortunately, a woman 
who has once got upon the ftage, cannot follow 
her own ta'fte and inclinations, without being 
fecured .... In one word, Doftbr, you, who 
are a man of fenfe, and know the world, will 
not furely blame me for being fo juftly alarmed." 
Without making any reply to her, the judi- 
cious fon of Efculapius explained what (he had 
faid, which fome interruptions had hindered me 
from comprehending, with fuch an able com- 
mentary, that I was determined without delay to 
offer fome convincing proofs of my conftancy 
and fincerity. I took out of my pocket-book, a 
bill for a thoufand louis d'ors, and reaching it 
to the mercilefs and artful harpy, I made fome 
excufes for my want of French. Oh! pardon 
me, my Lord, I underftand you wonderfully 
well, replied (he, but I pray you, do not fuf- 
peft me of being mercenary. It is fo natural fof 
a mother to fecure the fortune of her daughter! 
We fee every day fuch numberlefs treacheries ! 

Likewife> 
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Likewife, you know that youth does not laft for 
ever: I approved, with a nod of my head, the' 
foundnefs of her reafons. Befides, continued 
jhe,, in a foothing, manner, the facrifice of youth 
and beauty could not be made to one more 
deferving than you. It is well that I take this 
opportunity of acquainting ypu before-hand, that 
my daughter is delicate upon this head even to 
a degree of folly * — if fhe had any fufpicion of 
this proof you have been juft giving of your 
gallantry for her, all would be ruined. The 
poor girl blufhes at meer nothings -,-r- would you 
think, that to fupport the appearance we are ob- 
liged to make in the world, I am forced to con- 
ceal from her thofe marks of favour which fhe 
receives ? I pray you then do not mention it to 
her. However palpable the fnare, fhe deceived 
my exceffive credulity ; and, like a true gudgeon 
I equally admired the generous femiments of the 
daughter, and the no lefs prudent demeanor of 
the mother, and fqueezing her by the hand, my 
heaf t became (till lighter than my pocket-book. 

Mademoifelle ***** and the little Julia re* 
turned at that inftant, and immediately after we 
were told that fupper was upon the table. If 
joy and pleafure, even to intoxication, had been 
admitted but by degrees the night before ; upon 
this occafion it fuddenly affumed that chara&er. 

H % Wc 



At The ENGLISHMAN'S 

We were juft in the middle of the defejt when 
fomebody came and whifpered Mademoifelle 
Julia that fhe was impatiently expe&ed at home, 
She inftantly rofe upi and the gallant Doftor 
offering his ferviqes to cqndudt her, his prbpofal 
was accepted. 

He was a great while gone, and mamma faid x 
Ihe was fo fatigued with fitting up late the pre- 
ceding evening, that leaning back upon the 
lbpha, Ihe fell to fnoring with all her might. 
In proportion as (he got into a found and deep 
fleep, we became more lively and awake. A 
fudden ftart, which opened th« ears and eyes of 
the Duenna, interrupted our toying. Go ta 
bed, mamma, faid the daughter, in pufhing her 
foot againft het's, you fleep fitting. Fy ! it is 
not pretty. Prefently, my girl, fhe replied,- 
with her mouth open and tongue faultering. 
She had fcarcely pronounced thefe words, when, 
finking on her feat, fhe fnored louder than before. 
Oh! mamma, this is unfufferable ! are not you 
afhamed ? faid Mademoifelle *****, in pufhing 
her arm, here is your candl^. Come, come 
anfwered thp mother, riling and rubbing her 
eyes, and then yawning as if Ihe would diflocate 
her jaws, I don't know what makes me fo fleepy 
to night, fays fhe, but, my children, you will 
wait for the Do&or 5 however, be wife, — and 

then 
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then ^(hing nsfca friendly good-night, (he (hut 
the door and tfetjired. For the prefent all is well* 
faid Mademaifelle #*###. We renewed the 
difcourfe we had begun, with a great deal of 
vivapky. jff my phrafes were imperfeft and in- 
correft, my gefturcs, as they had b^en in the 
carriage, fupplied the want of language. In 
fuch a ligation, it may perhaps be an advantage 
to be ignorant of the language, and, upon more 
occasions than one, it has brought matters 
fooner to a concliifion. In the mean time, fuck 
agreeable entertainment made the hours glide 
fwiftly away," and I Was uneafy at my companion 
not haying returned. I rung the bell j — inftead 
of one of '{he lacqueys that ufed to anfwer, I 
faw a great clumfy Abigail, who told me, fail- 
ing, that the Do&or faid he would not return, 
and that he had fent home my equipage : then 
turning to her young miftrefs, with a look of v 
ftirprife, fhe added with a timid Hammering 
voice, does not my Lord fleep here ? Eh ! I 
don't know, replied fhe, with fome emotion, 
and ^darting a look at me, as he pleafes , • . 
but mamma . . • adfbudikins ! your mamma, 
faid the impudent jade, is adeep, (he would 
not hear if it thundered/and to morrow it will be 
(day. Oh ! let me alone to manage her ; when 
flje wakes, the birds Ihall be flown. What is 

done 
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done is done * and you are fuch good friends * 
why all this ceremony? How ihe fettles this 
matter, faid Mademoifellc, trying to blufh, and 
Squeezing my hand with fuch ardour, that I 
broke lode in bold and paflionate carefles. Pa- 
tience, patience, cried the vulgar ^aiting-raaid, 
ftay till bye and bye/ Come, Mademoifelle, 
come along till I undrefs you. At thefe words 
fee dragged her away to put her to bed, with a 
loud indecent laugh, recommending me to be 
quiet, and (he would very foon come and bring 
©e to wi(h her a good: night; 

In fad:, <it was not long before ihe returned * 
and here I finifh my fecond day, drawing a veil 
over the realities and the dreams of this night of 
happineft* • 



DAY 
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DAY T«i THIRD. 

What happened on my awaking— A singular and 
dangerous vifit—A cheat of or different kind. 

A RAY. of the fun penetrating into the 
alcove between the N curtains, which 
were not clofe drawn, fell upon my eyes* 
and made me perceive that it was day. — The ob- 
ject of my amorous intoxication had meafured 
how far it might bear, and was too expert a mif- 
trefs of her bufinefe to exhauft its fumes at once * 
(he immediately rang the bell.— The fat two- 
handed wench of a maid came in. She had ta- 
ken care to fet every thing near me I wanted.— 
With her affiftance I rofe, and bating a little diT- 
order in my hair, was* in a condition to go out 
in a morning drefs which had been brought me. 
Mean time fomebody knocked rudely at the 

door — the maid run thither, 1 faw her return 

with a rueful length of face, holding a paper in 
her hand, which fhe gave her miftrefs* who ha- 
ving caft her eyes over it, with an air of no lefs 
confternation, uttering a forrowful and bitter 
figh, cried, Ah ! my God ! (hew him in •, but at 
leaft let him give me time to get out of bed.— 
At thefe words (he haftily got up, and huddling 

on 
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x>n a difhabille, threw h^rfelf into an eafy chair/ 
where (he fat in gloomy filence.— I told her, if* 
that if fhe had any bufinefs, v|hich it was im- 
proper for me to overhear, 1 would go and leave 
her at liberty. — No* not at all, cried fhe, fqueez- 
ing my hand, and giving her countenance the 
moft difcQnfolate air poflible,— 'tis .nothing, ftay w 

The maid introduced a crabbed-looking 

man, in a mtan drefs.- So, Mr. Rag, you 

are very uneafy abdut a trifle, faid' my Goddefs, 
peevifhly, how can you teaze me in this man- 
ner? .You have chofen your time very ill. 

— —What! make me get out of bed for fuch 
a paltry affair. — — Excufe me,/ Madam, re- 
plied he, with a fullen and profourtcf bow— It is 
pad twelve, and I did not think I fhould come 
fo unfeafonably*— You are in a great hurry then ! 
—No man is a lefs importunate creditor than I, 
Madam; but, on my confciencei the times are 
fo hard — I have run over the whole neighbour- 
hood — I have been to twenty of your ladies be- 
fore I came to you, and have not been able to 
colledt a fingle fous in ipy whole round— Befides 
you know very well your little private b^U is run* 
fling on — in fincerity I can no longer go without 
the money. — However, you muft wait a little 
longer.—— I cannot, I am very forry— 'tis .with 
•pain I fhould find myfelf obliged to take any 
methods difagreeable to you.- ■■ After fomc 

pretty 
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pretty fmart expreffions, by wjiich the dialogue 
was heightened on both fides * the creditor re- 
tired with threats.— My God ' cried the fair onei 
(houid ipny Mamma know of this ! — Grief drew 
tears from her eyes.— The maid, pale and terri- 
fied, bore part in the forrow of her miftrefs. 
Alas, Madam, what is to be done !— *That curfed 
fellow Rag is as deaf to reafon as a Swifs * 
"Wejl ! run and give him my bracelets. The 
geftyre with which this was accompanied, fhewed 
tne plainly the fcheme, and difcoyered that they 
had played the part of fl>arpers, and nothing re* 
mailed fyr jne but to continue that of the dupe, 
which I i>%d fo admirably begun.— However, it 
was n<?t thus* I qualified matters in my delirium 
I eagerly flopped the trinkets ; and taking up the 
bill which lay { on the toilqt, I .perceived at the 
l^Qttom, a total of two thoufand livres tournois.^ 
With jBS;ip!%Qh warmth as pride, I gave orders to 
run after the infolent creditor, and declared it was 
only a'trifie :— that order was fei-zed with avidity, 
and executed with fl.il! more fpeed, by the ready 
handmaid*— The miftrefs, with all the traniport 
of extreme affiift ion, had. made fome fteps towards 
:the door, in order to ftpp her courfe, but it was 
too late, and then returning to me, protefted that 
Ihe would not fuffer an indignity that might bring 
iter pure and difinterefted tendernefs under fulpi- 

I cion. 



5* The ENGLISHMAN'S 

cion. I infilled, in term* of the ntmoft humi-* 
lity ; fhe gave way to the moft exceflive forrow, 
and almoft tore her hair ; at laft good Mr, Rag 
returned.— Encouraged by the fervant to over- 
rule the fcruples of my too delicate miftrefs, I did 
not make him languifh in expeftation. — At the 
cxpence of the greateft part of the money I had 
in my pocket, his difcharge was put intd my 
hands. Nothing could eqtial the joy of the cre- 
ditor ; he affured me that I had faved his credit 
and his fortune, and retired, after making a hun- 
dred bows as humble as hypocritical ; for among 
thefe ladies, what feems to go out at one door, 
often comes in again at another. The reader 
will fee whether I have not had reafon to believe 
the pretended Mr. Rag, to have afted in concert 
with my Dulcineas, and poured my money into 
the coffers of the induftrious and artful Mamma. 

I took inexpreflible pains to confole my nymph 
for the favour I had jutt done her, and my pro- 
reflations began to produce fome effeft, wheft 
Fanchon re-appeared with the chocolate. San&a 
Maria, Mademoifelle, (Jried (he, fure you have 
reafon for all thefe tears ? — They that have plenty 
beftow on their neighbours. — My Lord has done 
this with fo good a grace, that it is plain it has 
given him no trouble. Long live the Englifh ! 
They'll fooner pay a hundred piftoles, than ano- 
ther 
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ther will a compliment; talk to me of that.— 
Stop your foolifh tattle, cried Mademoifelle ** # , 
and wiping her eyes, made her deep melancholy 
.give way to the fondeft endearments.— The Iky 
being thus cleared we fat down to breakfaft. 

The fair one begun to accuftom herfelf to my 
bad French. Our cbnverfation turned upon the 
fubjefts moft interefting to a fine lady, drefs, fur- 
niture, jewels, carriages, and fpirited horfes.— 
We were confidering the laft of thefe obje&s, 
when the Dodlor came. His face wore an air of 
triumph, which feemed to participate of mine. 
He fitted his tone and his behaviour to the agree- 
able circumftances of the morning. At laft the 
pleafantries were exhaufted. When a girl like 
Mademoifelle * * * has brought an interefting 
fubjedt on the carpet, (he does not eafily let it 
drop •, the chapter of carriages was therefore re- 
fumed and examined to the bottom. I fhall omit 
the detail which the Do6lor entered into upon 
$hat head, and only tell the reader, that with great 
addrefs, they difpofed me* to eclipfe the fplendor 
of that profufion which Lord E * * * T * * * 
lavilhed on the goddefs who the day before had 
been fo difagreeably turned out from the bwk- 
vard, and even of all thofe inftances of prodi- 
gality that have diftinguilhed our illuftrious coun- 
trymen in the ftreets of Paris. 

I2 ■ I quitted 
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J quitted Mademoifelle * * *, and parted froft* 
the Doftor for fome hours.— Swelled with a ri~ 
diculous pride, or rather with a frantic vanity, j 
hurried away to realise the fcheme they had in- 
Jfrnpated. I wanted to unite the pleafure of fur- 
prize to the merit of my profqfion. The Efcu- 
lapius was not in the fecret, and by the cares of 
yny dextrous and a&ive Provenf al, affifted with a 
new fragment of my pocket book, fix fuperb 
ccfurfers were lodged in Mademoifelle f t t» s lia- 
ble, and a magnificent Berlin in her coach-houfe 

occupied the place of a fcanty diligence in ttoi 
♦Englifh fafhion, which was returned to the coach 
hirer. 

I was in my own apartment applauding my-, 
felf for fo finifhed a piece of folly, when the Sieur 
Gardel came to give me my leflbn. The Doftor 
^arrived— he was yet unacquainted with my magr 
aificent gallantry. — The gigantic Efculapius and 
the mountebank, vied with each other in expref* 
fing their extacy at the difplay of my rifing graces. 
' At laft, intoxicated with their praifes, I drefled 
myfelf magnificently, in order to go out.-^-We 
were to pay a vifit to the Baron dfe * * ** where 
I was invited to dinner.— One of my ftrvants an- 
nounced Major Saggs ;— though unacquainted 
with me, he addreffed me familiarly, and palled 
hknfelf for a countryman, who, warm in his af- 
fections, was ready to make the firft advances, 

and 
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And defirous of introducing irie to a jhaftf in the 
pleafures pf all the brilliant circles in which he 
was inftalled. 

Had I not then been in 4 paroxyfm of mad* 
m% I fliould have discovered in his figure tHty 
fymptofti of knavery, and from his Cormorant 
air, penetrated thcmotives of his yifit;. But fay 
ftupid vanity had been fo exceed by the under- 
ftrappers who befet me, that through its veil I 
jfcould only fee prevention of friendihip, and evea 
homage.-r-The Major entertained me with poli- 
tical news, and then talked of play* He dif~ 
cuffed this laft fubjeft like a maftcr, and laid the 
fcene of his exploits in places fo augijft ; that, 
confidering my little experience, it was entirely 
impoffible for me to form the leafl: dishonourable 
fufpicion of him.-— I did not know that an env 
broidered cheat, by the help of a fum of money ^ 
pnd a pack of cards^ fees himfelf down every 
4ay by the fide 6f a Prince, and enters into fami- 
liarity with Highness, and that there is no where 
}efs diftinftion among men, than in the places 
where Pharaoh makes one of the moft important 
^occupations of life. 

Our converfation went no farther ; the Major 
(took his leave, after having aflured me of the 
pleafure it would give him to meet me after 
pinner at the Baron's \ to which he added, the 

agreeable 
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Agreeable propofal of fpending the evening with 
him, and a fctetl company of our countrymen $ 
4< at leaft,, my Jkord*" continued he, " till, the 
moment when pleafure (hall bring you back to 
the arms of love."-r~Thefe laft_ words were ut- 
tered with a very affe&cd giggle, and a fly lpok ; 
which firft fixing upon me, afterwards fell upon 
the Doftor. — While listening to him, I carried 
my folly to the higheft pitch. — My frivolity ex- 
ceeded a hundred times the levity of the mod: 
iinifhed French coxcomb, and I fancied myfelf 
a man initiated in all the mod refined myfteries 
of the Scavoir Vivre> and even ready to lead the 
faflrion in it. 

As the Dottor was an habitual gueft at the 
Baron's table, the reader will not befurprized to 
find him accompany me without ceremony .-— 
The entertainment was elegant— but the ardour 
for play, which defrayed the expence of the 
repaft, abridged it greatly. I was feated by a 
young man of an amiable figure, and a decent 
and pleafing behaviour. — Stranger, as 1 was to 
the world, I eafily perceived that he waa ftill lefs 
acquainted with it than I. He talked of play 
with paffion, and by his whole coaverfation, 
which turned upon nothing elfe, fhewed that his 
fondnefs for it rofe to phrenzy : had not his 
countenance at the fame time borne decifive 

marks 
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marks of ingenuity and candour enough to dif-, 
fipate all prejudice, he might have been clafled 
with the F** # , but he was ftill only in the rank of 
dupes. His difcourfe was mixed with much in-- 
difcretion, and ftill more vanity * above all, he 
attached a prodigious value to the chance of 
fortune, and he could not fpeak three words 
without boafting of his own.— To all the aqk- 
wardnefs of a novice, like myfelf, he joined the 
childiflinefsofan only fon, ipoiled in his father's 
houfe by a domeftic tutor, unacquainted with 
mankind, and whofe long infancy muft conic* 
quently be loft in manhood. I naturally looked 
down upon fuch a chara&er with pity : blind ai 
I was to my own conduft, I reafoned juftly 
enough, which is but too common, on that 6f 
my neighbours. I was ftruck with the young 
man's _ appearance, and on riling from table, 
afked the Do&or who he was, when v I learned 
that he was a rich Weft-Indian, whofe father, 
however, had laviflied away triple the fortune 
he had left his fon. 

* It was not long before all the guefts were en- 
gaged §t whift. Chance, as I thought, had ar- 
ranged the aftors : we Were in want of ladies.—* 
The Baronefs made a party with three old gen- 
tlemen, long intimates in the family. I found 

myfelf partner with my young neighbour at din- 
ner, 
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ner, againft the mafter of the houfe, and a huge? 

lank-fidcd figure of affe&cd phrafe and drawling 

tone, who called himfelf the Marqub de ###. 

The fimilarity of names made me prefume he 

was related to Colonel ###, nor was I miftaken ; 

it was his fon. Wherv the play began, I per- 
ceived with what difficulty the young im« 

petuous Raw could restrain his gaming pe- 
tulant fpirit * it was irritated by the ftudied 
procedure of a game of combination, and 
be fighed for thofe where the chance ^as more! 
fimple and more rapid* As the cards fell, 
bis imagination painted to him the chances ac 

vbigt un, or trtntt et yuaranfe - 9 thefc foreign lpe- 
culations are incompatible with whift, and ac- 
cordingly our antagonists made their advantage 
cfh. 

The young man doubled on my ftake, whick 
was confiderable, and worthy of the rage and 
calculating genius of the Baron j — his madnefs 
for chances had draw v n him in ftill farther to lay 
wagers, capable of decupling his lofs.— In a few 
games I loft a hundred louis ; what young Raw 
had ventured was pocketed by the worthy fon of 
the Colonel, who making his bow, offered with 
an ironical air to give him three or four leflbns a 
week. 

Major JSaggs, who entered a little before, ha* 
vi»g walked round the faloon, had flopped to 

fee 
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iee the end of our game. " Well, gentlemen,*' 
faid he, "as wbift har been your enemy, you 
muft repair your luck at vingt un" He them 
conduced us to a long table fpread, in a Cul dc 
lampe, which formed the bottom of the apart- 
ment we were in.— ^-It was foon furrouhded' by 
ten or twelve aftors. I there pafled two hours 
between the Major and the imprudent Raw. The 
firft loaded me with cafeifes and profeflions of 
friendfhip : he had the complaifance to teach me 
* to calculate and forefee my ftrokes ; thanks to 
his advice, I got up nearly as I fate down to 
play. He told me it was time to go, and tread- 
ing on the cards, with which the floor of the 
/iloonwas already deluged, I followed him with 
young Raw; and my worthy and liege phy- 
Ticiah. * 

We flew to the Major's lodgings at the Hotel 
jieYork, where he expefted that evening, wfiat 
he called the flower of ou r countrymen. It was 
,not long before the circle was complete. I there 
knew Sir Walter Whim, as Well as young Rofs, 
a Scotch gentleman of immenfe fortune, whofq 
extreme youth then made him, like me, fit for 
receiving every impreffion, and falling into every 
ihare. As a check upon three imprudent mon- 
keys, the Major had oppofed five or fix of thofe 
knowing travellers, who continually make the 

K round 
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round from Paris to London, from London to 
Spaw, and fixing their head-quarters in each of 
thefe, periodically tranfport themfelves to every 
place where a concourfe of company brings 
young people of family to be poliflied, and 
money to be gained. 

Not to fcare the game, the time before fupper 
was pafled in a converfation upon matters of 
gallantry ; which is ordinarily the firft bait 
thrown out by thefe illuftrious perfonages to 
tfecoy youth*— My feats had made a noife; my 
jnagnificence,, or rather my follies, divulged by 
the voice of fcandal, had eftablifhed me a bril- 
Jiant reputation, and announced a chara&er 
which thefe honeft gentlemen had propofed to 
turn to account.— Heads furniflied like theirs, 
could neither -undertake nor fupport a ferious 
converfation. La ### was dazzling to day at 
Lord ###*s, faid one of the affiftants. " Yes, 
upon my honour," replied Sir Walter, forcing 
a little the frozen iniipid tone of voice in which 
he almoft conftantly fpeaks. " Sir Walter," 
faid the Major, " (he has (hot you, 'ware your 
ilegm— No I fwear to you— How ! I fwear to 
youy — why you begin to grow warm, J fwear to 
you, is fomething extraordinary, and betrays a 
troubled foul : Sir Walter, Sir Walter, you have 
received a mortal wound. — . But whatever be in 
(hat, continued he, there's a certain cock- 

nofed 
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nofcd keen-looking lively little rogue, to whom 
I would give the apple: but hufh, added he, 
looking at me, the Paris of that adventure is 
not far off; and, for a beginner, the place 
has been befieged with as much eclat as fuccefs. 
—Thefe words drew every eye upon me.— The! 
devil ! my Lord, cried the lank-fided formal 
Marquis, how! you have eftablifhed yourfel^ 
there ! my God ! what magnificence ! why % there 
was enough to conquer half the Opera.— But 
who was the woeful ftupid Mercury that could 
lead you into fo capital a blunder with regard to 
the current prices ?— Here I obferved the Doftor 
grow pale, and blaming in my heart the Count's 
indifcretion, I haftened to draw him out of the 
fcrape. — " Marquis, faid I, I gratify my own 
tafte without afliftance or advice."— -" So much 
the worfe, my Lord, fo much the worfe, you 
will fpoil us all thofe princefles." 

"We fat down to table, and talked nonfenfically 
till the defcrf . Then the vapours of the wine, 
and the effervefcencc of our brains animating the 
converfation, it acquired an unbridled and dik 
gufting licentioufnefs, which infpired the toafts 
that were put round, and thefe coming in rapid 
fucceflion, gave us up without defence, and de- 
ftitute of rAifon ; to the defigns of the Major. 

The fophifticated wines I had drank, were 
followed by the xliftilled poifons invented by 

JC % debauch.' 
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debauch.— From the table we made but one leap 
to feat ourfelvcs round a green cloth* The 
Major poured out before him a confiderable 
quantity of gold, at the fight of which young 
Raw's eyes opened to double their ufual orbit ; 
he ftaked ten louis, which were immediately 
covered. The fober and prudent Doftpr fuf- 
pc&ed how this firft effay woujd fucceed, and 
ventured five— they won. The Baronet, the 
Scotchman, and }, entered infenfibly into the 
game : it favoured us too. Our brains heated 
by fuccefs, we plunged deeply into it, and luck 
immediately turned. In a (hort time, the ftrong 
waters, which had ftaggered our fenfes, being 
put into greater fermentation by heady punchy 
which we fwallowed without thinking of it, we 
neither faw nor a&ed but with diforder and con- 
fufion. We grew more eager as our loffes 
encreafcd : our money, our notes, our words 
ffcaped from our frantic hands and Hammering 
tongues. In vain would the reader expedt a 
detail of this horrid evening. My confufed 
reafon cannot recollect the particulars y yet J 
Jiave no lefs reafon to bjufh for having fo entirely 
drowned it, as abfolutely to forget what cha- 
ritable hands carried me without fenfe, and de- 
prived of every faculty, ouj of this ihftmeful 
|wd inflows cjpfl. 

PAY 
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DAY the FOURTH. 

A difagretabk waking* My Lojfe* recovered only in 

appearance* 

AFTER the opprcflive ftupifying deep of 
drunkenefs, I opened my eyep, which were 
weak and enflamed ;-*rheavy, fick, and per- 
plexed, I heard the clock ftrike one ; -~ I got out 
of bed, where I was burning hot and reftkfs :— » 
my pottering limbs ftill bent under me. In pro- 
portion as the chaos of my thoughts cleared up, 
and my memory became difencumbered from 
the vapours of wine, I endeavoured to recollect 
my laft aftions of the day, or rather of laft night, 
and I could trace nothing back but the moft 
frightful confufion : I even was afraid to go in 
quell of the diftreffing truth acrofs this maze of 
darknefs. Jn this perplexity I had no other re- 
fource but to fend for the Do&or. 

" Well ! my dear Lord," fays he, " I fee you 
are lick and fatigued j— ah !" continued he, with 
an affe&ed forrbw, " fee what it is to give up 
both health and money, full fwing, without the 
fmalleft refer ve. The fum which you have loft 
tp be fure is confiderable, but if it proves an 
ufeful leffon to you, and you profit by it, you 
have by no means paid too dear for it." » 
i^o w fay you ! J have loft a confiderable 

fum? 
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fum?— The money that I had in my poc* 
ket could not exceed fifty louis-d'ors.— «— 
"Why furely, my Lord, you do not refleft: in 
truth you forgot your ufual good fenfe ; — I was 
tired making figns to you, but nevcrthelefs you 
would ftill perfift. However, you are not the 
only, nor the mod unfortunate fufferery— 
Sir Walter, and the hot-headed Rofs, were 
fharers with you in your misfortune. Sir; Walter 
loft eighteen hundred guineas, and Rofs feven 
thoufand, and you . . . how I !«-— yes, even 
you my Lord ; have you forgotten with what 
frenfy you ftill perfevered, and every time that 
you loft, you continued to lay double, I cannot 
refufe to dojuftice to the Major as a fair players 
yet it is incredible to think with what conftancy 
fortune favoured him.-—I have indeed fome flight 
remembrance of his having gained fornething of 
me on my word.— How ! three thoufand guineas, 
fornething ! Ah ! my Lord. — Three thoufand 
faid I with furprife! — Yes, juft fo much ; I am 
forry for it, but it is true neverthelefs. I re- 
mained dumb and quite ftupified. I was waked 
^ out of my reverie by the coming of the little 
Scotchman, who had loft feven thoufand guir 
neas. The fight of a man, who has been mote 
unfortunate than ourfelves, apparently alleviate^ 

our 
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our difgrace. The thought of his loffes roufed 
me fo as to make me get up to receive him. 

Rofs was pale, worn and fatigued as much as 
I was ; but I very foon obferved that his fpirit$ 
were fupported by anger. My Lord, faid he, 
at entering the door, by all that is good we were 
pillaged, murdered, and aflaffinated; we laft 
night fell into the fnare of a gang of (harpers* 
Pardon me, Do&or, you made one of the fet, and 
that frequently happens to be your cafe, but I 
except you. You pocketed fomething and 
I am willing to believe that you won it fairly, 
but it fuits very ill with a man of your profeffion 
to be the fupporter of a gaming houfe. — Sir, re- 
plied the phyfician very ferioufly, who had at firft 
been difconcerted by this apoftrophe, you wan- 
der exceedingly in talking after this rate of thofe 
with whom you was in company laft night: as 
for me, . I may prefume to go.— Yes, to your pa- , 
tients at this inftant, replied the angry Scot. But 
what fignifies that to me,— 'tis to you my Lord I 
come, to declare openly that as to the money 
which I had in my pocket, I confent with all my 
heart that it fhould be filched from me \ it is but 
a juft punifhment for letting myfelf be feduccd 
into fuch a cut throat place; but as for the feven 
thoufand guineas which the Major afferts to have 
been loft to him as a debt of honour, — may the earth 

fwallow 
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fwalfaw me up, if the fcoundrel fliall ever fee dfte 
penny. They had fo confounded my reafon, and ftu- 
fied my fenfes, that I did not know whether I play- 
ed for feven thoufand, or forfeven million of gui- 
neas, and they were not afiiamed to play us a 
thoufand (harping tricks while we were in that 
Halation. 

Sir, ahfwered theDo&or in a milder tone than 
before, I dare affure you that yoli owed that fum 
at going away ;— I Was perfe&ly fober. — I did not 
go away Doftof, I was carried, and your fobriety 
lhall add no value to your evidence, I re j eft it. 
My Lord, continued he, without feeming to 
mind how the other reliftied what he had faid, 
I ahi refolved to 1 come to every extremity, rather 
ihan abandon to thefepitinderers thefmalleft atom 
of their prey ;-*-I hurried here to acquaint you 
^with it, and to advife you to follow my example. 
The violent Rofs was in this part of his con- 
verfation, when in came Sir Walter. His long: 
Jnelancholy countenance, always cold and un- 
changeable, feemed not to be affe&ed with 
fentiment or any kind of emotion. Well ! Sir 
Walter^ faid I, what do you think of our mis- 
fortune ?— I think no more of It, I have paid* 
— Paid, cried the enraged Rofs ! very well, 
every one may allow himfelf to be pillaged that 
pkafes ; but may P be treated with the utmoft 

contempt 
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contempt, if fvich knaves fliall ever fee ope half- 
penny of the money they would have Unarmed 
from me. Some fuch fulpicions caijie in my 
head, replied the Knight, with his ufual phlegm, 
but I have been reflecting that when fuch people 
as we have been guilty of a folly, and can 
get out of the fcrape for money, the beft.way is 
to fwallow it in filence, and never return again. 

This manner of taking * things is both noble 
and judicious, and truly worthy of you Sir Wal- 
ter, faid the Dodfcor with fome warmth,;— -if 
thefe gentlemen (which God forbid that I fhould 
believe) had been capable of tricking you, that* 
method is (till the only one that remains to be 
taken. O my liege fellow cried Rofs, in fquint> 
ing at him, you have your reafons for fo highly 
approving a little filly pride, which thefe villains 
have an intereft in crying up * but I would have 
you to know, that thefe impudent (harpers (hall 
not make a harveft of feven thoufand guineas 
wifii impunity. Liberty, liberty ! let every one 
take his own way, but for my part I am re- 
folved. — If I was capable of fuch a folly ; — my 
guardian .... The Major is too reafonable a 
riian, replied the other, not to enter into an ac- 
commodation with you, and to be fatisfied with 
fome acknowledgement until you are of age to 
You may affure him from me, he fliall 

L have 
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have neither the one nor the other. He then 
made a motion towards me, and I got up, as I 
imagined he was going away. When I was ac- 
companying him to the door, he advifed me 
in the ftrongeft terms, not to be the dupe of 
fuch a crew \ I repeat his own expreflion. As 
for him, he fwore that he was refolved, and 
truly the unfortunate Major found him un. 
undaunted. After fome fwaggering threats, and 
a pretended purfuit to England, which termina- 
ted at Calais, he is returned empty handed and 
high crefled, to refume his courfes among the 
gay world with his former aflbciates. 

What a madman ! faid the Doftor when I re- 
turned. — Till then, I had preferved a profound 
filence. I will confefs to you with the greateft 
candour, my dear Dodlor, replied I, that I fee 
fome reafon for his refolution. To be fure the 
condud of Sir Walter is more honourable, but 
I muft fay that I join in the fufpicions of the 
other, although I am refolved to follow the Ba- 
ronet's example. The Dodtor was impatient to 
refume the difconrfe : — I plainly perceive fenti- 
ments worthy of your noble birth $ I was vexed 
to fee your infatuation that would pufli a run of 
bad luck ; I was grieved at your lofs, but I can.' 
not help admiring both of you for having deter- 
mined to behave like men of prudence, and men 

of 
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of honour. Well my dear friend, difcharge this 
debt of three thoufand guineas, that it may be 
no more mentioned. With a flow and trembling 
hand I took fome bills out of ttiy pocket-book, 
which (hrunk apace, and delivered them to him* 
with the deepeft regret. Such a facrifice was 
very far from procuring me the fame fatisfaftion 
as the one made to Mademoifelle ***** ._ a 
heavy figh efcaped me, and I bitterly lamented 
the time that was let flip, and the money which 
was lavifhed, and not in her company. 

The noife of a carriage was heard in the court j 
— -what was my furprife and joy when I faw her 
get out ! Undoubtedly the God of Love, jealous 
of , the facrifice which the deity of thieves and 
lharpers, who fometimes fhares with him in this 
capital, had furprifed from me, was come to re- 
claim my homage. The fair creature all in tears 
ruflied into my arms. Good God! my dear 
friend ! what is this the Do&or has been telling 
my mamma this morning ? What ! was it to go 
and make a facrifice of yourfelf at trente et qua- 
rante laft night that I was forfaken ? Alas ! 
what have I not fuffered ! Do you know this 
is the way to ruin yourfelf? What do you pro- 
pofe doing ? — It is nothing, replied I, preffing her 
tenderly by the hand— or but, & trifle added the 
Po&or haughtily j three thoufand loui^-d^rt 

h % will 
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will not make my Lord ftartlc r-r-the only regret 
that he can pdffibly fed, is the not having made 
a better ufe of them, cctotihued he, with an 
air jof mylteryi Undoubtedly, faid I, upoii 
that condition I could bear the lofs.— I am not 
very rich faid the fait one affedtedly, but I hope 
my Lord reckons fufficiently upon my attach* 
ment, to .... Here the heroine caft down her 
eyes, and appeared opprefied by the load of fenti- 
iherit which obliged her to fpeak. At fight of 
this I became exceffively affe&ed* and not fut 
. pefting any thing of this new way of fowing to 
reap again, I haftened to comfort her by diiplay^ 

ing to her view eight' hundred pieces ih gold, and 
about fix thoufand more in paper. 

At viewing this trdafure the role* of her com- 
plexion revived, and fixing her eyes upon fuch a 
precious fund, fhe perfuaded me of the iqtereft 
jhe took irt my affairs ; her tender proteftations 
began to banUh from my mind the remembrance 
6f my misfortune arid folly, and were ended with 
an affurance that I would do myfelf the^pleafure 
Of waiting on htf iti the evening ; I went out in 
* little time after, to gG to dine with Count ****. 

He had a&mbfed a numerous company, com- 
pofed aimoft Entirely of the fame people that I 
had feen at the BarOnY I obfervied that the old 
Colonel was as much mafter here, as the Do&or 

was 
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was at the other place. A moft fumptuous din- 
ner was ferved up.— Every thing in this houfe de- 
clared that they did honour to the fucceffionof the 
old banker, by the perfe& contraft, of all the 
ways he had taken to accumulate for half a cen- 
turJt Play fucceeded here likewife to good cheer, 

Pyfqc the prefent I did wonderfully well j— be- 
es the ready money, which might amount to 
about two hupdred lQms-cJ^/r t f6und at going 
away that I h^won abouV fifteen hundred more 
upon credit, fromfheMarcju A very 

wonderful aflfoir, and.fcarce i% lie believed was?, * 
this Marquis, fon in . law of .the Barony was a 
Gafcon, and, the people cf tllirprqyince arefup- 
pofed to have the talent 6/ comlnandingfort 
equal to the Piedmontefe. "After having gained 
fuch a remarkable vi&bry,' I made a fignal to the 
Dodtor, and we went away. ; * / ', 

Well faid he, you fee that fortune is equally 
inconftant at play as in war. Another fuch meet- 
ing as this, and you will have entirely eflfaqed the 
remembrance of your laft night's adventure. Yog. 
can't think ho^ I am delighted with this turn of 
fortune. I thanked him very calmly. Happy 
charafter, cried he, always the fame in profperity 
and adverfity ! With this fort of chat we pafled 
the time till we got to Mademoifelle * * *'s. My 
chearful ferene looks, aided with a glance from 

the 



7 9 The ENGLISHMAN'S 

the eye of the Dodtor, made them divine at my 
entering that I brought good news j— he imme- 
diately informed the ladies. — Oh ! how I am de- 
lighted faid Mademoifelle^ loading me with ca- 
refies, but after this you mult be wife and leave 
off play*— I am very much of that opinion acfcjcd 
the prudent Dodtor. — As for a little party fuch as 
our vingt-un the other night, replied the mother 
with an affedted a:r, that does no harm, one can 
;o to bed after that, as if nothing had happened, 
ihe then gave vent to a parcel of pathetic com- 
mon place fayings againft the fatal effedts of ga- 
ming, and was not fparing of anecdotes which the 
phyfician took care to foften by fome limitations 
which he was impatient to fubjoin. This conver- 
fation was continued till fupper was pretty well 
over -, — at every ftroke of morality which the old 
lady let fly at me, the young one, leaning upon 
me with the moft amorous glances^ do you un- 
derftand all this, faid fhe, my good friend. 

Thus the evening flipped away, and while I 
was delighted with the zeal of the ladies, the 
Dodtor difappeared without acquainting me^ and 
went home in my carriage. In a few minutes af- 
ter I retired with Mademoifelle * * * Well ! 
faid fhe, you have won then ? Keep this money 
it will bring you good luck. Nothing more was 
wanted to inflame my prodigal temper, and for 

that 
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that very reafon I would fhare my winnings" with 
her. She refufed it with warmth, and I was more 
than an hour before I could prevail with her ;— 
yielding at laft to my entreaties, I will keep it 
for you, faid fhe, and if ever you are in ill luck 
you (hall find it here. Delighted with her idea I 
gave her the whole fum, which fhe tumbled into 
her purfe. The purfe of an opera girl is like the 
gulph of Acheron, neither of them ever yield up 
their prey. All the money of the Bank of England 
might get in, but to recover any, hie labor> hoc 
opus eft. 

Such was the fate of money gained with fo 
much trouble and fuch good fortune. It will be 
fcen that I was not more lucky in the ufe f made 
of that for which the Marquis was my debtor. 



DAY 
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m 

-Stack-Jobbing. Gnat-Bufinefs. A vexing Dijcovery* 

I Left Mademoifelle ***** next day about 
mid-day, and met the Do&or on entering' the 
hotel. I wps told at the gate that- he had been 
Waiting two hours with impatience. " My dear 
Lord, faid he, I have been here a great while* 
and having an affair of confequence to commu- 
nicate to you, I watched the moment of- your 
return. I come from that unfortunate Marquis 
whom you treated fo roughly yefterday at play. 
He came to me very early this morning ;— -poor 
man, how I pitied hirn ! The people of this 
country have not fuch immenfe fortunes as in . 
England. He is quite diftrafted. As the laws 
of honour ordain* that he fliould pay you in 
twenty-four hours, he has been obliged to ac- 
quaint his •father-in-ljiw, the Baron de****, 
with his diftrefs. He undoubtedly thought he 
had reafon to expedt fome afliftance from his' 
purfe, but there he has likewife been deceived. 
'Great as is the Baron's fortune, his enterprifing 
fpirit frequently occafions his coffers to be empty. 
The unfortunate Marquis does not know what 

to 



ro ft T N I G H T. §t 

to do. — Weil ! let him take his own time, I am 
in no hurry for payment."— " That is very 
obliging, but allow me to fpeak to you in- 
genuoufly. 

" It is a had maxim to let debts at play lie 
over; for it riot only expofes one to give re- 
venge, which makes an endkfs affair Gf it, but 
likewHe deprives us of all our advantages :-+- 
your intention is not to fpend your life at the 
gaming-table* Revolving the matter itt my oWta 
mind, I have thought of a projeft by Which you 
will be paid immediately, and even with con- 
fiderabfe advantage; but I do not know whether 
it will be agreeable to you* — Explain your- 
felf, Do&or, and I will give you my fen-, 
timeats. — Befidcs > k may turn out fo as to 
indemnify you the expenses of your tour to 
Paris.— I underftand you (till lefs than before. 
— Tis true, it requires a little patience, and 
like wife fome final! turn for {peculation.— Well, 
let us hear it. — I pray you, my dear Lord, 
if you pleafe to attend; I have your fcitefeft at 
heart, and it is that only which has infpired me 
with the idea I am now going to mention to you ; 
the thought isjptirely my own : there is nothing 
certain, but I Ime the ftrongeft hopes of fuc- 
ceeding, 

" The Baron has certainly one of the ableft 
heads that nature ever organized : his fpecu- 

M lations 
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lations arc equally deep and certain ; befides, 
the faith of the public flies to, meet all his pro- 
jects, and the moil brilliant fuccefs has. taught it 
to put a true value upon them : — upon this laflt 
occafion, he has even furpaffed himfelf. 

€C Spain has long concealed unknown treasures 
in the bowels of the earth, and while fhe has 
been employed at a very great cxpence in heap- 
ing up thofe of the new world, the others have 
lain negle&ed ; but the eye of genius penetrates 
every where. The Baron, whofe views never 
fail, fufpe&s that there are more precious metals 
to be found in Spain than Peru and Potofi both 
produce*. There is a fcheme on foot for opening 
thefe deep mines once more. This will require 
a great expence, and therefore muft be fup- 
ported by a powerful company, compofed of a 
certain number of fubferibers. This rich and 
well-founded enterprize has acquired the greateft 
credit. I have thought, my Lord, of taking 
the prdent opportunity to obtain a ftiare for you 
of the immenfe riches which are here promifed. 
— I oannot conceive how that is to be done.— Yet 
nothing in the world can be morf fimple. The 

I 

* The author may be here charged with committing a 
miftake, for the mines of Potofi are in Peru ; but perhaps, 
he did this the better to expofe the ignorance of the blun- 
dering cheat. 

fifteen 



F O R T N I G H T. ,83 

fifteen hundred louis (Tors- which is owing you, 
fhall ferve for a part of this valuable acquifition. 
Perhaps you will be obliged to add fomething, 
Jbut it is money well laid out. I prefume fuffi- 
ciently upon my credit with the Baron, tor J 
engage him to transfer one of the fubferiptions 
which ftill remains in his hands, to you."— • 
c< Truly, my dear Do&or, you are an admirably 
fellow : Do you imagine that the Baron does 
not know the value of thefe (hares too well, to 
let him confent to fuch a bargain ? — Leave the 
management of that to me, he is as generous as 
he is wife, and no man can put a higher value 
upon liberal altions. He has the mod tender 
affe&ion for his family, land I will take it upon 
myfelf to let him know, your behaviour to his * 
fon-in-law *, nothing is wanting but a little ad- 
drefs to manage ib,\s bufinefs. Do you know, 
my Lord, between ourfelves, this will be a 
m after ftroke! A refidence in this capital, which 
proves ruinous to other people," will be a lucky 
period to you, by. adding to your fortune; 
which, upon my honour, I believe infallible.-—^ 
I deliver the management of my affairs entirely 
into your hands, faid I to him, with thankful- 
nefs. The Doctor praifed the goodnefs of my 
difpofition, and congratulated himfelf upon the 
fortunate thought. 

M2 While 
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While he was gone to labour for fo ferious a 
purpofe as the increafe of my fortune, my ufual 
employments engaged me for the morning, and 
1 waited with impatience for the iflbe of a nego- 
tiation which made me look for fuch important 
advantages. The Doftor, who was not a lefs 
fkilful agent, than an expert Mercury, foon re- 
appeared, holding in his hand a very beautiful 
fragment of the mineral. u Here,' 1 faid he f 
*♦ is a fpecimen of the ore which has beeri taken 
' from the inexhauftible fburce of your future 
riches*, it is almoft pure filver. — I looked at- 
tentively at this fample, which gave me an 
Opinion of thofe hidden treafures that were con- 
cealed under the earth in Tobozo.— It will coft 
you fome addition to. the fifteen hundred louis, 
but that is only (owing xo reap a hundred fold, 
Nobody could aft more difintereftedly upon the 
occafion than the Baron ;— every fhare is worth 
more than a hundred thoufand livres tournois, 
upon the Exchange in this great city, and at 
that price people grafp at them, but he gives 
you this for twenty four thoufand crowns, which 
will be juft an addition of fifteen hundred louis 
to the fum which is owipg fo you. While the 
Doftor was redoubling his perfuafions, I was 
redoubling my folly and credulity. He carried 
pne tp take a family dinner at the Hotel de **** 

where 
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^where there way fotne coirverfetion an bufineCr, 
and I was loaded with carefles. In a few hour* 
1 quitted them with a firie caftlc in the air for 
my three thoufand guineas, and my head filled 
with wind and chimeras. 

I once more curtailed my pocket-book of 
fifteen hundred louis, which I was obliged to 
odd to my winnings, and J thought I had (truck 
a capital ftrokc. To a day, which was fo did 
tinguiihed by the fmiles of fortune, fucceeded 
an evening of the greateft diffipation. Confides 
ing my mafterly fpeculation, my paft pleafures 
had coll me fo little, that I was refolved to 
multiply them in future. I run about to all the 
places of public entertainment, and, after having 
given a grand fupper to Sir Walter, and fomc 
otherfriends, my fenfes warmed with good cheer, 
and my fpirits animated with flattering hopes, I 
got back to the happy ftreet de Richlieu. 

It was very late, and Mademoifelle ##### 
having probably concluded that I was as ferioufly 
engaged as I had been two nights before with 
Major Saggs, (he no longer expected me. How- 
ever, obferving by the windows of her apart- 
ment that there was ftill light, I went trippingly 
jup ftairs, and eroding the anti-chamber which 
the carelefsnefs of the fervants had left open, I 
penetrated without noife into the faloon ; but 

wha$ 
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what was my furprize and horror, when I per- 
ceived fome unknown perfon upon a fopha in 
the arms of my miftrefs. My entrance put a 
flop to their pleafures — fear and confufion fuc- 
ceeded. This was, not all; for I was (truck 
dumb when the perfon who had been enjoying 
thofe rights which I thought were referved for 
me alone, rofe up and diicovered his face. 
Rage and indignation rendered me quite Jftupid 
for a minute. He was no other perfon than 
the creditor for the fmall debt, the mercilefs 
Mr. Rag ; but very different from what he ap- 
peared the day before: Elegant as a dancing- 
matter, with hair drafted like an Abbe, he was 
fo metamorphofed, that he muft have been un- 
known to every eye but that of an enraged 
lover. 

Being a Kttle recovered, I fcreamed aloud, 
and regaining the door, (hut it with violence :— 
penfive and confufed, I returned to my hotel, 
where I pafled a fleeplefs night, diftradted with 
jealoufy and fhame, at feeing my felf fo tricked. 
I did not conceive, at that time, that thefe ac- 
cidents were common, and proved the ordinary 
cataftrophe of all the intrigues which are entered 
into with the ladies of the Opera. 
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DAY the SIXTH. 

Bitter Refleftions. A change of the Scene. An ho- 
nourable Vifit. A Relaffe. 

1TYURING the whole of this unhappy night, I 
*~J experienced the moft cruel and affiidting 
refleftions. Though overwhelmed with fliame at 

• the thoughts of my being fuch a dupe, yet it was 
with difficulty that my ftrugling reafon could get 
the better of my bewitched fenfes. At laft my 
pride armed with reflection took the lead, and 
probably if I had not called the perfidious fedu- 
cer of my youth to my affiftance, the iffue of this 
affair might have been fufficient to prevent any 

* fucceeding follies ; — -acquainted with the trea- 
cheries of a mercenary love, I never once fufpedt- 
cd that the appearance of friendfliip could be pro- 
ftitutedin the fame manner* I accufed the Doc- 
tor of being as credulous as myfelf, and my fin- 
cere and unlufpedting nature never once con- 
ceived a thought of his being an accomplice in a 
treachery of which I could fcarce imagine the hi- 
deoufnefs. 

Early in the morning I fent to enquire for him. 
I was impatient to give vent to my tro.uble and 
mortification in his bofom. The infallible prof- 

pe£t 
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peft of all]the wealth of Spain, might in vain flat- 
ter my av&rice, and offer an ample indemnifica- 
tion for thd money fquandered upon Mademoifelle 
• * * ; — this is not the prevailing paflion of a vain 
young man. My vanity was not by any means 
comforted, and it always returned toprefent a hor- 
rid and difgufting image to my rcfcntment, al- 
though my jealoufy was extinguifhed. 

I expeded the Dodtor wkh the moil: anxious 
impatience ; every inftant feemcd to be an age. 
At laft he appeared half dreffed, fo violently had 
he been hurried by my meflenger. Well laid I> 
with a faultring accent confounded with paflion, 
they have deceived me with, the molt affront- 
ing abufe; would you believe it? Who has ? re- 
plied he t quite difconccrted. That abominable 
woman of whom you had fo favourable an opi- 
nion. — Is that poflible ? Poflible ! it is a fad • 
This very night I furprifed . ... oh I cannot tell 
you my juft rage,* — How my Lord ? I pray you 
explain yourfelf. What ! my dear friend, a raf- 
cal, a pitiful fcoundrel to whom but two days ago 
I paid a pretended debt. Ah ! ha ! I fall from 
the fkies ; O abominable fex cried he, throwing 
up his eyes and joining his two enormous hands, 
thefe are your humours ! Ah ! what do you tell 
me ! this girl whofe fentiraents had fo deceived 
me ! A number of thefe kind of women have 
their caprices, but (he was one whom I never 
could have fufpeded. We 
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We both looked at one another in filence for 
fome time. The Do&or, putting on an air of re- 
flc&ion, at Uft fpoke in a more aflured tone.— 
After ail, however difagreeable it may be, it is 
fortunate that you made the difcovery, in time. 
You went on a little too faft ; it would have been 
a great pity to have continued your generofity to 
fo unworthy an objeft. Forgive to my friend- 
ship the freedom of the expreflion, but the Ihort- 
eft follies are the beft. — Far from calming my 
rage, thefe laft words of the Doctor made me ap- 
pear filly in my own eyes •, then flying out of the 
bounds in which I had hitherto reftrained myfelf, 
I gave vent to ridiculous threats, and childifh im- 
precations. — My fage Mentor, employed all hi$ 
eloquence to make me conceive the meannefs, 
and even the danger of expofing her : for which 
jpurpofe he began to give me a detail of the infa- 
mous prerogatives of all the women whofe names 
are inferted in the lift of the Royal Academy of 
Mufic. At laft by haranguing upon the confe- 
rences of a noife and fcandal which was both in- 
decent and unneceflary, he fo far fucceeded as to 
bring me a little to myfelf. 

That ferioufnefs which fuch circumftances had 
naturally introduced into our difepurfe, brought 
on a truce with that delirium to which I had been 
« prey from the firft moment I had fct foot in 

N Paris, 
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Paris, and it was in this firft interval that I re- 
collected that there was a Chevalier * * lived 
there, to whom I had letters of recommendation 
from Lords Hoi .... and Shel .... It was ra- 
ther late to make ufe of them. If any thing could 
plead my excufe for this negligence, it was the 
never having once heard fo refpe&able a name 
mentioned among all the originals with whon> I 
had afibciated from the time of my arrival. I in- 
formed the Dodtor of this ; — O ! my God, I am 
your man cried he, with emphafis j the Cheva- 
lier has not a dearer nor a better friend in the 
world than I am ; why did you not mention this 
fooner ? but it" is not neceflary to tell him hotv 
long you have been in Paris. — Will he not know 
it, replied I ? for it is one of the ftupid conceits 
of all our giddy young men who make afplendid 
appearance, to imagine that the eyes of the whole 
world is amending them. He ! no truly replied 
the phyfician-, he is a mortal abforbed inprofound 
and abftraft ftudies, who out of choice withdraws 
from the world, and whofe focial indolence al- 
ways turns his eyes from what paffes elfewhere* , 
Comforted by this defcription of the Chevalier 
* *, I got into my carriage, under the efcort of the 
Doftor, and we went to Neuilly. In faft the 
Do&or feemed to me to be exceeding familiar in 
the houfe. If the reception of the matter ha4 

kept 
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kept pace yvith that of the people whom we met 
at entering, I (hould have concluded that his 
credit was. ftill greater with the Chevalier ** than 
ip the hotel de *****, 
. At laft the Chevalier appeared 5 — he feemed 
to be a man about forty, of a noble figure, 
whofe countenance bore the ftrongeft marks of 
benevolence ^nd fenfibility. The fimplicity and 
eafe of his manners fpon banifhed all reftraint. 
His great knowledge of the world, added to the 
moft amiable temper, and a fuperior underftand* 
ing, fit him. for every company, for pvcry time, 
and every circumftance. I obferved that he 
paid very great attention to the recommendations 
I had delivered. In a very little time, I, was as 
much at my eafe with him as a man could be, 
who had in his head fuch a dofe of folly as,was 
at that time fermenting in mine. 

I was kept to dine with the Chevalier ; — the 
guefts who came there were men well known for 
their eminent talents, Mcflrs ###, ##, the Che- 
yalier *##*, but the gravity of the fciences, and 
the awkward manner which frequently accom- 
panies deep and continued ftudy, made no der 
viation from the politeft manners among them. 
I regret exceflively, that I had not laid in a fuf- 
ficient ftock of knowledge to relifh the mixture 
of the ufeful with the agreeable, that I might 
have attached myfelf from that time to thofe 

N s~ people 
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ptopl* whofe ftiettdfhip I cultivate at pfieftttt 
tfhh equal prdfct ami pleafure. 

To this company Was added that of another 
young gentleman. The moment that he arrived, 
the countenance of the matter of the houfe feemed 
to expand * he appeared as much pleafed as a 
father could be with the fight of a fon, for whom 
he had the moft tender predilc&iom The long 
phi* of the lang Do&or, on the contrary* ap- 
peared twice as long as ufual. Without taking 
much notice of him, Bouillac (the young man) 
very foot* bore a eonfidcrable part in the con- 
vention. I could not help admiring the turn 
of his Whole difcourfe, nor the extent of his im- 
menfe and lively imagination, tie fpoke botl> 
the French language and ours with equal eafe ; 
and, as every objeft prefented itfelf* he ftrewed 
it with flowers, or fprinkled it with gall. He 
was hearkened to with pleafure, but it was hot 
potfible to avoid reproaching him in one's own 
rftihd, for that fatirical turn which the Chevalier 
fcoiild not absolutely excufe in him, notwithftand- 
ing the exceffive partiality he always feemed to 
entertain in his favour. < 

AH the attempts which the Doftor made to 
give himfelf ^n appearance of confequence in this 
houfe, affiiled by my prejudice in his favour, 
tould iiot Conceal from me the nothingnefs into 
fthith he ftfnk in prefence of this aflembly 
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Ht fpoke not one word, and feefned to be quite 
annihilated. From the moment that Bouillac 
itfade hist appearance, his decifive imperious 
air inftandy vanifhed. Difconcerted and tremb- 
lings from an apprehenfion of Bouillac's far* 
caftic turn, he had recourfe to a clandeftine por- 
trait of the wit, which he whifpered to me, 
reprefenting him as a man more hateful and 
dangerous, than eloquent and ingenious. 

I very foon difcovered reafons for the Do&or's 
endeavouring to infpire me with fuch an idea. The 
Satirical Bouillac moft feverely lampooned alrnoft 
all the people to whom the Doftor had introdu- 
ced me. He mentioned no names, but every da(h 
of his pencil declared who they were. Although 
I have been able fince that time to difcover that 
it was an enthufiaftic regard for good men, and a 
hatred againft the worthlefs, which infpired him, 
I could not help frequently blaming him for the 
feverity of the ridicule which he fo freely fcatter- 
ed around him. As I was the Dodtor's friend, 
and prepofitffed in favour of thofe people whom 
Bouillac mangled, I detefted a iatirical temper, 
and was chiefly mortified at the contempt with 
which he feemed to include my companion in his 
cenfure. Neverthelefs he fpoke fo exceeding well, 
that if I had not been prejudiced in favour of the 
people whom he was defcribing, inftead of a vio- 
lent 
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lent and fevere Juvenal, I (hbuld have thought 
him an Addifon in his mod pathetic • emotions. 
The Chevalier * * enquired what acquaintance I 
had made at Paris, and if 1 had got matters of 
every kind proper for inftru&ing a young man of 
my rank. To prevent the detail which I might 
give in replying to all thefe questions, the Do&or 
took it upon him to anfwer them himlelf.. He 
fpokeof the progrefs I had made under the Abbe 
F . . . and the Sieur G . . .and added that I was 
to go very foon to the academy of D . . . G. . . 
The chapter of the acquaintance he had procu- 
ed for me was (lightly touched. He fpoke with 
feme referve of my connexion with the Baron, 
and reprefented it as a thing purely accidental ; 
and dexteroufly evading all mention of the mine 
of Tobozo ; no notice was taken either of that 
wonderful acqurfition* nor of the (hare which he 
had in procuring it. 

While the phyfician was fcampering over all 
thefe articles, Bouillac, with a malicious fmile, 
multiplied his queftions, and diverted . himfelf 
with encreafing the Do&or's embarrafsment. 
The Chevalier # # gravely put an end to his 
mauling fkirmifhes and perpetual ironies, by 
giving a more ferious turn to the converfatioft. 
It would be much better, my Lord, if you fre- 
quented 
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qucnted different circles froth thofe into which 
you are fallen. In fuch you will not learn to 
know either the country nor its manners. Be~ 
fides, take care, for rich and young as you are, 
you will meet with many fnares -, this country is 
full of them, but more efpecially among the 
women ; — with the men you may lofe your mo- 
ney, with them the rifk is of greater confequence: 
Here, Bouillac looking at the Doftor, faid, O ! 
that is very well, what you lofe with them, my 
Lord, the Doftor will recover for you : — he has 
had wonderful experience that wa^ among fo 
many young Englifhmen. 

To this malicious ftroke, he added a long and 
entertaining commentary upon the text which 
the Chevalier * * had now furnilhed. He gave 
a defcription of the tiring rooms, their dangers, 
and the unravelling of the adventures which are 
there to , be met with : I was almoft perfuaded 
that he knew my hiftory; — I blufhed, and my 
dear Mentor loft all patience. The whole com- 
pany laughed heartily at the fpirit and warmth 
of his portraits. The Do&or whifpered in my 
ear, 'this man has the tongue of a ferpent, I 
believe he wont leave off to day ; and, in a few 
minutes after, dreading the impreflions that 
might be made upon me, he deiired I would 
take leave. 

Well, 
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Well, my Lord, (aid the Do&or, as we were 
returning, you have feen the beaux -efpr its and 
the learned, with their ordinary retinue, e»tha-* 
fiafm and cenfure:— You fee it is needlefs to 
talk, they are a woeful fet. Vanity, indeed, 
may find fome gratification by going there •, but 
let me do juftice to the Chevalier # # ; he has 
been a lover of pleafure, and was of eafy accefs ; 
but fince this ourfed Bouillac has feduced him 
by his prating, there is a total change. Even I, 
who now fpeak to you, ufed so rule the roaft in 
that houfe •, but, fince this fellow has got his 
head in, I never go there without leaving it dit 
fatisfied. I cannot conceive how it. comes about, 
that people are h (illy to encourage him : they 
do hot know him •, he is at bottom a very vicious 
charafter, but without a penny to gratify his 
pafiions, yet vain of his wretched abilities •, to 
make amends, he fets up for another Cato, 
makes every woman a laughing-ftock, and teart 
all the men in pieces. » 

I honeftly confefs to you, that if I could have 
forefeen that we fhould have met with him at the 
^Chevalier ##*s, I would have begged of you 
to defer our vifit to another day. That man is 
mad ; his diforder is infedious. Would you 
fcelieVe, that by his going fo frequently there, 
things are come to fuch a pafs, that the- Che; 

valier 



F O R T N f $ HT: tf 

vaUer * * does riot before one word Ffty| TH* 
warmth of die Do&ot's harangue madea ftrong 
4mpreffion upon my mind. <• Truly/* faid l f 
<c it is fomeching inconceivable ; this young 
man has a great deal of wit, but certainty he 
muft have a bad heart."—" O! an abominabk 
heart 9 n replied the Do&or, * eVery thing that 
he lays his hand on becomes blighted. The 
moil innocent amufementt he represents ismon* 
ftrous-,«— the flighteft gallantry, as horrid de- 
bauchery i-^-to have the leaft foible fbKplayy rite 
man muft be either a wretched bubble, 6t a 
fyftenlfctical (harper ; even I, my Loidi wft6 
now fpeak to you, becaufe I have had a fmall 
(hare of condefcenfion for my friends, he has a 
hundred times in his malicious rejtoefentatioh^ 
drawn fuch a caricature of me, as to fet me 
forth for the meaneft and moft deter mirfed^pimff. 
— jO, the wicked wretch !■— -Did you mind the 
furious raillery which he- let ffy at' the Baroft 
*##**•> it is pureenvyj my Lord, becaufe that 
perfon has the greateft preterifions. Let us talk 
no more of this man*; I advife you to fhun hiflrf, 
becaufe he is both artful and fedutingr* I affbred 
theDdftor, that he (hcfuld not deceived meC 

I had fortrfed no fcheme to pafs' the evening, 
and of courfe was quite difengaged ;~I ha^ that 
ferious look which tirefome liftkflhefs-atid a wafit 

O of 
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of employment paints upon the face. The 
Do&or knew how near fuch a fituation ap- 
proaches to refledion with an Englifhman* 
cc Well, 5 ' faidhe, " we muft endeavour to drive 
away thofe melancholy refieftions which fo much 
learning and malignity, as you have heard this 
evening, could not fail to infpire. Come with 
me to . * *, and he will wipe away every im- 
prefiion. I fubmitted. 

** was that fame banker whom the Do&or's 
officious zeal had recommended to me at our 
firll meeting, and, on our arrival there,, we met 
with the ftrangeft medley that ever was feen. 
That which we faw at the Baron #*#'s, was 
nothing like it. 'If pleafure could be produced 
and fupported in a confufion, here is certainly 
Jier temple and afylum. The matter of the 
houfe, a great fyftem-monger and extravagant 
.layer of wagers, an aftoniihing and ridiculous 
.compound of French felf-conceit, and the mad- 
nefs which poffeffes the fupporters of our Eng. 
lifli coffee-houfes, received me with much more 
clutter than true politenefs. 

He prefented gn old man to me, whofe features 
ftrongly refembled thofe of the wheedling Colonel 
Cunning, but fomething more of the Jew. He 
'was the jack-pudding of the family. This man, 
by talking fmut, thought himfelf wonderfully 

facetious j 
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facetious ; and, ajt feventy years of age, for the 
joke's fakfe, took it into his head tp marry a pro*/ 
tended Agnes of fourteen. The follies which, 
this perfon afFe&ed to affumc, on purpoie to 
amufc thofe that would laugh, procured him 
ready admiffion into feveral considerable houfes: 
the employment of buffoon is voluntary, and; 
the beft of any now-a-days among the people of 
fafhion. Thus, he has found a covert way, by 
which his avarice carries its point, and, making* 
himfelf drolly contemptible, he has rifen from 
want and indigence. 

The fecond perfonage who (hone in this circle 
was a little fquat fellow, with a petulant tongue 
and face befpangled with qarbuncles ; his voice 
hoarfe and piercing. He was a true Stilenus; 
This man had formerly made a good deal of 
noife under the name of my Lord ##. Afte r 
having been plundered by a celebrated courtifan 
he was reduced to take the more modeft name' 
of Mr. ##, by turns taking pofleffion of the 
Baftile and the Fort V Eveque*, and, if a con* 
fiderable fortune had not fallen to him tctfrelievd 
him from the effefts of hi$ mifconduft, he 
was in a fair way of finifhing his career by 

* The Baftile and Fort PEveque are different prifons in 
Paris. 
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^tefe %to 4i tfcird ilftffiy Who *gi*rtd «rt& 
HGNihity wi* *he tttar ttto* He wa**n £ng- 
life fugitive* who had beeft * p*y-maftt r -in *be 
artny* fnd had diiappearcd with a coo&krabte 
film of money ui £as (podcet, and by ranking* 
ftdlf ul t etteftt, contrived to fubfift in *thU capital 
Among a parcel of common ftrumpets* in an ob* 
k&& retreat, |U: tte extremity of die *fubtf rb$. 
4 myk&tiidc of -ftbek jobbers, pf all kinds 1*4 
sopditiQns, foriped .groupes, difirready engaged* 
either at play, or entertaining the <reft of the 
company with a filly conversation oh politics, 
Q& the one fide, the 4cmon of fikhy iucrc had 
breathed forth *li die transports of his gloomy 
T£ge ; while on the <s>t&er, toad %e»da$ion was 
vending all ft* r #hfurdkie$. . 

Upon this oocafion the Dofifcor ckceived bim- 
fetf, for in Jpite of all his efforts to ftamp a value 
upon Mr. ## and his houfe, I could find nothing 
engaging in it, and, for the firft time fince my 
arrival in Pari*, prefuming to judg^for myfelf # 
I made but a vet y Aort vifit. I bad the dwi- 
traft of fuch different obje&s as were preferued 
m tnp in the teourfe bf the day, under my eye^ 
a&ri h rauft haye had fakitaiy efle&s* if the 
expert phyfician had not immediately, upon pur 
quitting this houfe, changed his battery. He 
fed me away to take ah airing at the Palais fbyal* 
Vte$fy is the moil commpn£ene to meet with 

adventures. 
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a4?£9ty*r£4* That which J am going to .relate, 
bappwed, at leaft* in appearance, without #txy 
previous prepafcatioa, and .was the effect of tgn- 
•xpeiflbed chance \ alshcmgh the extenfive vie?«a 
of {he fagacious Podor could go gs great a 
length, ar>d prpduce fuch circumftances as im- 
perceptibly. 

I npfcj: jSir WjaUpr in the freat walk, and he 
prpps&d that we Should gp and flip in the neigh- 
bourhood of .the Palace. I accepted the la- 
ctation, and he led me to the houfe of the fa- 
mous MademoifeUe * *. For ahout a month he 
had entangled hlcnfelf with this infatiable woman, 
and flhe had preyed upon the Baronet's liberality 
w&h her ufed rapacioiifnefsi. 

MademoifeUe *# poiftffed a fimll, elegant, 
and convenient hotel * themagrviftcent rk-h^efs of 
its decorations difplayed the follies rof which fee 
had beeh the caofe ; and, all that 1 had £au«ui 
ib brilliant with Mademoifclie #** was reduced^ 
when eamp&Hed with this, $9 an elegant neat- 
nefi, and no ister convenience. It w^s nothing 
to what jms before «iy eyes at prefen*. 

Scwnal antiehamkw* as well ajs tfoe flairs 
which 4cd to tfeeia, we*e Sited with a ;mulwtude 
of lackeys daefliedifl diffpr^fttHv^rkjSs and of courfe 
I eKpsaftedte fifld a numerous circle of people of 
faihiofi id tfce #paftments. Id paffiog tl>is croud 

I oh* 
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I obfcrved that (everal of tfrefe gentlemen in com-* 
pany with the Abigails, had parodied moft ex-* 
cellently the paflionate defires and gallant man- 
ners of their mailers to the miftreffes.— At laft we 
arrived at the fandtuary. What a multitude of 
facrificers furrounded the idol \ I was prefented- 
by Sir Walter. On feeing this celebrated cour- 
tifan, I found her figure fall far fhort of the idea 
I had been made to conceive of her, from the 
admiration (he had met with both in London and 
Paris. I cannot deny however that flie had in a 
very great degree, that alluring manner which fets 
off beauty to the greateft advantage, and is ftill 
more captivating. I fhall furnifli a proof by the 
effefts it had upon me. The reception was po- 
lite and courteous, and I was very much pleafed. 

Mademoifelle * * had a female companion as: 
well as the traitrefs * * * *, who, according to t 
the prefcriptton, was not fo handfome. She was 
faid to be a coufin, whom notwithftanding the ine- 
quality of charms and attractions, Mademoifelle 
intended to advance ; a common expreffion here : 
for thofe who afpire after the honours of 
war, and all thofe courtifans who aim at fettle- 
ments. Having paid my compliments to the mif- 
trefs of the houfe, the coufin came next in courfe. 
I heard her, while (he was leaning towards the 
other, whifperln her ear j — what V is that the poo r 

little 
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little Lord * * # ; truly he is very handfome. She 
was very much in the wrong, and well deferved 
what has happened to her. I blufhed, and could 
not pofitively determine within myfelf whether it 
proceeded from a fenfe of fhame or fatisfa&ion at 
her difcourfe. My vanity was at the fame time 
mortified and flattered, and thefe two emotions 
were confounded together. 

The numerous and fplendid court whichfurroun- 
ded thefe ladies confifted of people quite unknown 
tome. Sir Walter, whofe connexions with her could 
not fail to connedt him likewife with her friends, 
introduced me to the Marquis de * * and Mr. de 
* # . I recolledted that the Doftor had quoted 
them as the flower of the Agreeablcs \ I was like- 
wife made acquainted with the Count de #, and 
the Chevalier de # #, and fome others of inferior 
fame in the chronicles of gallantry. 

The two firft whom I have mentioned feemed 
to have the prerogative of being the founders in 
thefe apartments, and they, though Sir Walter de- 
frayed all the expence, did thehonours, but with 
fuch grace and fo little afFe&ation, that in the 
Baronet's place, I fhould have thought myfelf 
obliged to them. In my firft emotions of admi- 
ration, I compared within myfelf, the tone and 
graceful deportment of thefe elegant perfonages 

to 
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Id the heavy aukward lumpifh pretttafion* of oflf 
Englijb Matcfifonies, qr even th^ dull infipid. copy 
which I had met in fome of the imitators at the 
Baron de * * *. Ah! faid I to my (elf, how a 
frenchman h priv Hedged by nature, and form- 
ed for the. graces. They fly from us rufticks as 
we are ! The charming and elegant ChcfterfiekJ 
was perfectly right to propofe fuch models for 
his fon, but' how unworthy of his i.nftru&iops was 
this child of love ! In a word how much was he 
an Engliljimart ! 

The cold inanimate Sir Walter, although he 
paid the piper for all thefe friflcing Frenchmen* 
had fuch an ur^g.ainly air with- him, that Khould 
have pardoned Madempjfeile * * '^committing 3 
miftake like the indelicate Mademoifelle * * * 
Even I myfelf Ihpuld have thought her excufable, 
if inftead of the fcoundrel Mr. Rag, (he had found 
fuch a fubftitute. 

In fuch agreeable company the remembrance 
of "my difgrace was infenfibly forgotten. A noble 
emulation took pqffeflion of me and fairly ba* 
nifhed it. It is probable .that my firft attempts to 
fliake off my Engliih ftiffnefs, only encreafed my 
aukwardnefs ;•— they laughed in their fleeves, ani 
thepraifes which they, beftowed upon my good 
mien and eafy carriage, could be nothing but fe^ 
vere mockery. However, as' Mademoifelle # m 

. . ' ipoke 
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lj)6ke tolerable Ertgliffi, I h*d ari oppbrtunity of 
difplayihg tof g^arftty ;— I Wa* a x little IcA 
fikht. \Ai to graceful ihanrieft, vtfricB I 
Wanted, I iriwafdty wiffied that I might come, 
and' /brrfT myfetf expecJitioUfty in fo gbod f 4 

fdi'obf* - 

At fuppef they did 1 me the hoftbiir of placing 

me btWetti tfte tvf 6* fcbtfftiis. thtf difetf ^tcft 
I liaxT pafcaketf of with MadeAoiielle ***** in 
the ftreet de Richlieu, wjas delicate and exquifite^ 
but hete viras the ^rbftriiOn of Nomeritarius;. 
With fte people of rank, who ;*<Jrt the grfeateii: 
part of the gtiells, were mixed fbme artifts and 
tirtuofi', vdidfe talentt improved the entertain- 
ment. #lay' having fucceeded to a fplendi4 
reparfj I gaye &p to it with prudence, and came 
veiy Weli g offl • 

All the time rhatJremairfect at Mademoifefle 
**'s, flic hadhotbnte defifted ^ from talking with 
me, on pretence of her being the only perfori iri 
company who cbuld (peak Englifh j flie had 
even treated rtie with' a degree of attention that 
would have alafmed any' man but Sir Walter, t 
frequently accufed her within myfelf, df ingra- 
titude and imprudence- The cool, temperate 
Baronet happily had more pride than love,. *nd 
the miferies which . this laft pafllori occafibns, 
made no' impreffion upon him 5 but I did not 

P continue 
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continue long without receiving a key to this ex- 
traordinary conduft from both parties. The 
Baronet informed me, that his affairs required 
his prefence in London, and that he fhould fet 
out in two days. The lady, no doubt, thought 
beforehand, of filling up the vacancy which was 
fo near at hand, in a manner worthy of her pre- 
tentions, and, for that purpofe, fhe had learnt by 
experience, to prefer the Engliffi. I ought, un- 
doubtedly, to have treated with contempt, thefe 
motives of preference, fo eafily to be difcovered, 
but I was milled by vanity and refentment. At 
a time of life, when reafon is feldom hearkened 
to, and in a place where fo much pains is taken 
to banilh or intoxicate it, it is fcarce poflible to 
take its advice. I went away exceffively flat- 
tered, and confequently very fenfible of the ad- 
vances which were already made me, and of the 

V 

opportunity which prefented to vex the abomi- 
nable Mademoifelle ***** 

The Do&or, who during the whole evening, 
feemed to have loft fight of me, and to attach 
himfelf to the agreeables of Mademoifelle # # *s 
cbmpany, had not in the leaft £udied my looks, 
or divined my difpofition. He was a man who 
did not think of oppofing them, but fo far 4s was 
abfolutely neceffary to fhelter himfelf, in cafe of 
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accidents, while at bottom he was ftrcngthening 
them. For that purpofe, he (hewed his ufual 
dexterity. He quitted me at my gate, leaving 
me to reflections lefs moral than thofe of the 
morning. In expe&ation of fleep, my mind 
was employed in forming projects of pleafurc 
and revenge. 
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'"jSi'auet of my amorous J)ejigns. A humorous Dif- 
fdurfe between an eminent Cpurtefan, and an 
expert Valet de Cbwhre. 4n extraordinary 
Converfation. 

MY enthufiafm of the evening returned with 
the new day. What a difference, faid I 
to myfelf, between our clumfy RoaJl-beefS) and 
thofe wonderful men whom I faw laft night. 
Ah ! if J could but refemble them. The lovely 
Mademoifelle * * fball let me into the fecret. It 
is well worth another Jittle attack upon my 
pocket-book, 

Whatever pretence the hope of acquiring fuch 
eminent perfections could afford to my growing 
Jove for this beauty, my ridiculous adventure 
with Mademoifelle #####, was fo recent, that 
I felt fome fcruples and fome folly in embarking 
Kp fpop again, upon a fea jvhere I had lately met 
fo humiliating a (hip- wreck. I was engaged in 
fome fuch reflections, when my valet-de-cham- 
bre Provence came ,to wait my getting out pf 
bed. 

I had been accuftomed to tell my fecrets to 
this worthy fervant»~ A young man mult always 

hay* 
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Juve a texyfflt to be his confidant, who, Jialf 
xjomeftic, half companion of his mafter, muft 
have ail rthe addrefs and jTubtilty of ,a /ootmao io 
ft comedy. Provence held this employment with 
pie. Accordingly, I acquainted him with my 
new flame, #nd all *ny projedts. Thanks to the 
Podtor, this man had been fuipended from his 
fun&ions and his fees, during the preceding ad* 
venture and eagerly feized the opportunity pf 
jre-inftating himfelf. He Jet out •, • and having 
executed his commiffion, very fbqn /etyrned tp 
^quaint me with his fucce.fs. 

As n?y emiflary entered, and vas ready with 
open mouth to give n?e the recital pf his nego* 
tiation, he perceiyed the Pp&pr, who had corpp 
to yilit me while .he had bee-n abfent. Af fight 
of him he flopped ;— it was eafy tp be obfcrved 
by this concealment, the dread which he had, of 
feeing the ,cqi>du& of this important affair wrefted 
jo.ut of his hands. The Dodor dextero.ufly hiding 
his fufpicjpns, affedted difcretion, and offered tp 
retire, if I l?ad any fecret or urgent buGnefs. 
No, no, my dear Dodtor, faid I tp hi<m, fmiling, 
I don't know wherefore M. Provence is difcon-* 
certed; I do not defire to conceaJ*any thing 
from you; on the contrary, y.pu fh*iU kjiow my 
good fortune, pr my difgrace, at the fame time 
that J am informed myfelf $ but you muil: firft 
Jdc made acquainted with the affair in agitation. 

Tho 
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The entertainment of laft night has ranked me 
among the admirers of Mademoifelle ##, but 
that fentiment has not become fufficiently power- 
ful as yet, to make me fuffer greatly if I mif- 
carry ; though, at the fame time, I thought I 
could perceive the fair one (hewed me fome very 
Oy and Significant proofs of her attention.— Yes, 
very fignificant, truly, faid he, and to tell you 
my opinion freely, on feeing her eternally whit 
pering in your ear, I imagined you was pretty 
far advanced ; however, take care, for your 
J*ordfliip knows by experience, how little women 
are to be trufted ! O ! replied I, we muft over- 
look fome little errors ; if we were perpetually 
to think of the ftorm, who would ever go to 
fea ? Befidcs, my dear Doftor, it would be very 
wnjuft in you to fufpeft every woman, becaufe 
you have been deceived by the affedted prudery 
of Mademoifelle #####. My Lord, an* 
fwered he, it is not that I wifh to refent the 
miftaftc into which I was led •, I have too ftrong 
an attachment to you not to be guided by 
motives which do not affeft myfelf — Very well 
my friend, I thank you, but I pray you do not 
flop me, when I am in fo fair a way ; if you 
Jove me, you will forgive me this frolick. 

Well, Mr. Provence, faid I, where-abouts 
are we ? — Not quite at the end of the romance, 

mv 
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my Lord, faid he, but we are not a great way 
from it. — How of the Romance ? Yes, the fair 
one, or rather the circumftances are not fa- 
vourable : but as for her, fuch an excefs of 
cruelty never once entered her heart, yet you 
mult be content to languilh for two whote Jong 
days, and at the end of the third your amorous 
torment will receive the wonted relief.-— Where- 
fore then this delay ? — Ah ! my Lord, you 
muft admire a probity fo uncommon with fuch 
ladies. She infifts upon keeping her vows made 
to Sir Walter, who entered into a contract with 
her, which does not expire till Monday evening ; 
to day is Friday, but Ihe will not abate one 
quarter of an hour. To reckon from the prefent, 
there are exaftly feventy and two hours, but then 
at the laft of thefe, the very minute that the 
clock ftrikes, you may, like the Sultan, difpofq 
of an obedient and fubmiflive Sultana. — Very 
well, replied I, that love of juftice, deferves a 
return of the fame kind ; " when Caefar is paid, 
nothing more remains to be faid." — Juftice ! my 
Lord, this girl is juftice herfelf — what is more, 
in buying her, you are fure to obtain her, which 
is not the cafe with the other." Precifely, in 
that moment when the Baronet's poftilion fmacks 
his whip, the love which (he had for him, departs 
and takes flight with his poft-horfes : I carry her 

a thoufand 
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a thotefond guineas for the firft week, and dW 
love with which flue becomes inl^ired for you, 
by my arrival, tak*£ pofleffion of tht* place fot 
eight days -> you then command, and may lay id 
provision for another eight days, artd' thus go 
*on, until the enemy, by fimilar ways, forms d 
fecret correfpondence in the town, and in his 
turn undermines us.— Neither the' £)biftoi* nor 1 
could refrain from laughing.— This youth has 
wit, faid the Do&or, he is invaluable. iTruty; 
1 was ignorant of his merits. — Prbvence made a 
bow, and they were good friends from that 
moment. 

I defired my dextfous attd ingenious vklet to 
give a circumftantial account, hdtf he executed 
his commiflion. I fet out this morning, my 
Lord, faid he, mbre pfoud to execute your 
orders than Mercuty, when going to Danae, on 
a meffage from the father of the Gods. Having 
arrived at the place of my embafly, I thought 
proper to found the principal minifters before 
I follicited an audience of the fbvereign. I 
wifhed to know perfe&ly who was the chief 
favourite ; I therefore paid court equally to 
Manon and Sophy ; I perceived, however, that 
the laft of thefe had carried Mademoifelle h«r 
jellyrbroth, and was a great while before Ibe 
returned. O! this muft be the favourite, faid 
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I to myfdf ; they are afhially holding a council, 
and we muft be the fubjetft of their deliberations. 
The confidant Abigail at laft retwned, and her 
cjiearful, fmiling looks, made me prcfume that 
I was welcome. Without ceremony, I took htv 
afide, to tell her that I had fomething of confe- 
quence to fay to Mademoifelle, but that I would 
wait her leifure.— Truly, M. Provence, faid (he, 
*tis -very early, I don't know what to fay; mfy 
miftrefs is (till in bed, yet I am very well tri- 
cMnedto oblige you : but, if you have a letter, 
or biHet-doux, I will take charge of it, and de- 
liver it faithfully. — No, child, my comtniffioh 
is verbal •, I can fpeak diffidently well to make 
writing totally unneceflary. — Well, faid (he, the 
bufinefs becomes ft ill the more delicate; we 
have engagements, and my miftrefs is a little 
fcrupuloufc. That is right, but my dear heart 
we are rich, and know how to bring comfort to 
tender confciences. — At laft then, I muftexpofe 
myfelf to be fcolded for you. She ran nimbly 
vtp fcurc, and after waiting a little, came trip- 
ping down again, tp affure me that in a few 
ipinutes I (hould be introduced. 

Mademoifelle, added the Abigail, defires only 

that you would wait till (he gets out of bed, and 

\^n the mean time, has ordered me to a(k you to 

breakfaft. At thefe words, (he led me into the 

pantry, and with her fair hand, prefented die 

CL cup 
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cup of ceremony to your plenipotentiary. Se- 
veral dices of excellent ham, and fix bumpers of 
Burgundy, infpired *ge with that fire which 
made me fhine when I was admitted afterwards 
to an audience, 

I made my entry in the moft refpe&ful man- 
ner. The fovereign, voluptuoufly reclined upon 
a fopha, nodded gently with her head. How 
does my Lord, faid fhe, there can be nothing 
more flattering, than at the very moment of 
waking, he fhould be engaged about me. Ma- 
dam, replied I, gallantly, it is fo natural to be 
engaged about you in the morning, and fuch 
a happinefs to be engaged with you in the 
evening ! The Princefs laughed at this fally. 
You go on at a great rate, faid fhe, ftill 
laughing ; did my Lord include this in 
your inftrudtions ? Madam, his method is 
to make his inftru&ions fhort and diftindt, 
and, as I prefume, that like him, you do not 
love to lavifh words unnecefiarily ; I come to 
make you an offer of his purfe and his heart. — 
My Lord is very good -, fuch, offers are fufficient 
to flatter the moft beautiful of the fex •, and 1 
wifti to receive as I ought, fuch an agreeable 
meflage ; but I am afraid that fome other en- 
gagements : . . . however, added fhe, the met- 
fenger muft not go without his errand ; and 
here, my Lord, fhe made me the cuftomary 

prefent. 
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preterit. Madam, faid I, making a low bow, 
we every day fee one engagement yielding 
to another, which we think more pleafing. — O \ 
faid (he, to feciire a fucceflion, with alt my 
heart, but as I believe that my prefent con- 
nection will expire in three days, there is no ne- 
ceffity for breaking off abruptly. — Then at lead 
Madam, the treaty with my Lord may be con- 
cluded, and in the mean time, I may negotiate 
the preliminaries. — Very well replied the fair one, 
but there ftill remains fome little difficulty ; I have 
made a kind of promife; if I was to confult my 
tafte, to be fure I would prefer my Lord infinite" 
ly, but in my fituation it is fo difficult to yield to 
our inclinations, and fo dangerous to break cer- 
tain promifes ! A foreigner of high rank and con* 
fiderable fortune, has fo begged, prayed, and 
intreated me, that I was obliged to give him fome- 
thing more than hopes. We have even begun to 
treat, and if I fhould difmifs him without either 
rhime or reafon, it might occafion fome noife. 
He is a man whofe temper is to be dreaded. — 
How to be' dreaded ! — Yes, he is — What ! is he ? 
A Confederate of Bar. — O ! Madam ! thefe peo- 
ple are not to be dreaded unlefs you are afraid of 
manifeftos.— -When they have not been able to 
(land againft the Ruffians, they muft certainly 
give way to England, I perfectly know the mc- 
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rit and afcendencyof Great-Britain, replied (he 
You are quite right, Madam, you' fhould hold 
faft there.— In your place I, would rather have a 
Bank-bill, than twenty mortgages on all the Pala- 
tinates, and Starofties of the Republic— -J know 
their full value faid (he, but fuch confiderations 
have little influence when compared with my fen- 
timents in favour of your young maftcr.— *-0 ! I 
am perfuaded of that, but ftill thefe confidera- 
tions (hould have fome weight, and I dare aflure 
you that they will be well worth the trouble.-^ 
You are very feducing laid (he, but let me fee, 
the two following days are irrevocably vowed to- 
Sir Walter.-^The third, faid I, belongs to us 
then.^-Wcll, it muft be fo, faid (he, nothing 
can refift Great-Britain.^-I wi(h my Lord, that I 
could defcribe to you the charming fmile, which 
accompanied this capitulation. Ptoud of having 
r outed this Po/polite, and fubduing the place under 
his nofe, I come to lay the keys at your Lord- 
fhip'a feet.— If the beginning of M. Provence's 
narrative entertained us, the conclufion was no 
lefe diverting and agreeable. We immediately 
held a council, and a magnificent knot of dia- 
monds, which he was ordered to carry to her, fer* 
yed to put the fed of confirmation to his embaffy f 
Two days erf" impatient expectation wichout 
reckoning the prcfent What torturel however 
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fbme way muft be found to fill up the bideou* 
void. I confulted the Do&or, and while we were 
difcourfing ferioufly upon the fubjefly the Cheva- 
lier de * ♦ came to vifit me, and we had aft hour's 
converfation. All the fcenes of diffipation which 
I continued to (hare in, could not hinder me 
from relifhing a converfation, in which I found 
all the charms of good fenfe, with an excellent 
heart. He propofcd to introduce me to his in- 
timate friend the Count de * * # , and tafome 
other houfes of the fir ft rank in Paris, It was a 
fortunate circumftance for me that the acceptance 
, pf this invitation would not interfere with my 
plcafurcs. The two days which Madcmoifelle**^ 
fcrupuious fidelity to Jier engagement, left me 
free, gave me an opportunity of profiting by his 
offers, and although the Do<Sor plainly difcotfer* 
ed by his looks that he difappro ved <k my zeal, 
I allured the Chevalier that I would go in the 
evening to the Hotel de * * * to be prefcnted. 

The Chevalier's vifit being over; the Efeula- 
pi us told me he was afraid that I-fhould pafs my 
time but indifferently with the Count 5 but that 
a few tedious quarters of an hour would foon be 
over. He fpoke this with a tone of voice where 
fear and fadnefs vifibly (hewed themfelves through 
the veil of an afiedled indifference, and with the 
Ipok of 1 iw who faw his ptty rtfatfy to efcape 

ou* 
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out of his hands. He (laid dinner and entertain- 
ed me till fix in the evening talking over the hap- 
pinefs which awaited me after the third revolu- 
tion of the fun. We then parted, and I went to 
the Hotel de m # * where I found the Cheva- 
lier de * *. ' • ■ 

I was. very little difpofed to relifh the excellent 
company who were there affcmbled. Neither my 
eyes nor my ears could be properly affe&ed, be- 
caufc I was not in a fituation rightly to eftimate 
the i^mmenfe difference between the tone and man- 
ners of thofe who compofed this affembly, and 
the foolilh abfurdities which I had feenin the equi- 
vocal circles, wherein I had hitherto ftrayed. Men 
of abilities, and valuable \jomen, were to me new 

* 

objeds •, but I was not capable of judging of 
their real value, and I found their converfation a 
difagreeable conftraint. However, I believe my 
readers will not be offended, if I endeavour jo re- 
count an interefting converfation, which, though 
mutilated from my want of a fufficient memory, 
yet may form a contrail to the wretched fluff with 
which he has hitherto been entertained. I yawn- 
ed at that time, but I have frequently recollect- 
ed it with pleafure fince the days of my being a 
trifling filly dupe. 

To name the Count de * * * is to make his en- 
comium. On that evening the eloquent and in~ 

genious 
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genious Colonel B . . . ., who is a member of the 
Britilh parliament, happened to be at the Count's 
hotel, which he frequented preferably to all 
others, during the time he remained in Paris; 
and on the contrary knew not even of the evid- 
ence of thofe adventurers to whom I had given 
myfelf up. I like wife found there the Count de 

C w, Counfellor of the Czarina, and Prince 

C . . . . Thefe men, ftill more illuftrious bv their 
perfonal qualities, than by their elevated rank, 
formed a cofcftellation, whofe rays fell in vain 
upon eyes fp clofely (hut as mine. My introduc- 
tor the Chevalier * *, and the three friends whom 
I had feen at his houfe, feemed to me to be re- 
ceived with that friendfhip and refpedt which ele- 
vated merit pays to that which is not fo digni- 
fied. ' 

Colonel B . . • . is never long in a circle fo wor- 
thy of him, without politics becoming a fubjedt 
of converfation ; while he informs others, he al- 
ways endeavours to acquire fome ufeful lights, 
and he could not have fallen into better company. 
Our colonies were at that time taking the firft 
.fteps to oppofe the mother country. The firft 
fparks of that conflagration, which the fpilling 
of much blood will not perhaps extinguifh^ but 
in a manner fatal to England, had juft broke out. 
They looked forward to theTequel of this event, 

and 
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and confidered what was the true intereft of 
France and Spain, if the American fubje&s fliouW 
become independent. Colonel B • . • declaim- 
ed in the tone of an Orator, which he had con- 
tracted by a habit of fpeaking ih the Houfe of 
Commons. — What confequence is it to England 
whatever part two ftates who have no naval 
ftrength, may" take in the quarrel which fhe has 
with her American fubjefts? The immenfe bar- 
rier which the ocean has formed between the two 
hemifpheres, ought to convince us that in fpite 
of their attempts, ftie will preferve her power 
over thofe numerous provinces who muft fubmxt 
to her government, rather from their neceflities, 
than from fear* The fame fleet which ferves to 
fcour and fubdue the coafts, and of courfe the 
inland country of North-America, will deter the 
reftlefs fpirit of our enemies, and will either pre- 
vent them, or punifh them for daring to inter- 
meddle in our quarrels. — I acknowledge thefu- 
periority of your aftual maritime power, replied 
the Count de m #, but it may prove fatal to 
England to pufti their confidence fuch lengths as 
you fpeak of. I own that neither France nor 
Spain have a formidable navy aftually on foot at 
this minute, but neverthelefs we have the ftuff 
to form a navy fo me time hence. Sometime, 
replied the Colonel, fome time! I fpeak of the 

prefcnt 
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pttknt time in which we Jive.— I fhould have 
thought Eiiglifh politics would have looked be* 
yond the prefent times, replied the Count ♦, ac- 
cording to my ideas which make me look farther' 
forward, its fecurity may be deceitful, but it does 
i)ot depend upon us in this country, where we 
have the heaven, the earth, the fea, apd men ; 
but upon the difpofitions of a fingle man. May 
God grant that we may once find that man ca- 
pable of feeing his true intereft, he will find peo- 
ple fufiicient to carry his fchemes into execution. 
Monfieur the Count, replied the Colonel, it is 
Bpon the fame grounds that I reafon •, England 
would be but little or nothing if we amufed our- 
felves in reckoning upon the gifts of heaven, and' 
had waited for the coming pf fuch a man. We 
were never inclined to believe in a Phoenix, and 
ftill lefs that he would be made for us j we were 

* * * « 

refolved not to triift to chance $ we relied upon 
our fleet, and the excellence of our conftitution, 
and we have found the good effe&s. We laugh 
, at feeing you make other kind of calculations, and 
confumc yourfelves in fruitlefs expeftation. We 
cxift by your miftakes, and we prefume ijpon the 
foperior influence we fhafl have until it pleafes 
heaven to fend you ypur Saviour,— The Colonel, 
feid Bouillac, eludes a cjueftion upon a matter of 
fa£t by "bantering, and really Sir, he treats us in 

R the 



la* The ENGLISHMAN'S 

the fame ftile as he does the party of the king his 
inafter. What then ! Colonel B . . . ., do you 
fuppofe, that all to one man, the whole people 
of France, are blunderers ! As for me, I am 
• not of that opinion, continued he, laughing * 
we are tired of it, and are come to a reiolution 
to be wife for the future; and, as the beft 
proof of wifdom is to make friends, we not 
only will not difturb you while you are cor- 
recting your ungrateful refra&ory children in 
America, but, if there be occafion, affift you in 
bringing them back to a fenfe of their duty. 
What do you fay ? replied the Colonel, brifkly, 
we fhall not have fuch confidence as to depend 
upon your good offices* — It appears to me, how- 
ever, faid Bouillac, if we are not blind to our 
interefts, we may go fuch lengths without he- 
Station. 

The whole company heard this inexplicable 
paradox of Bouillac's with furprize ; and the 
Count fle ***** having taxed him with a want of 
fteadinefs in his opinions, was afraid that he car- 
ried them extravagant lengths. After having 
modeftly hearkened to all the objedions which 
were offered on every fide of him : Gentlemen* 
faid he, I believe with Colonel B . . . that the 
fuperior naval ftrength of Great Britain, puts it 
in their power to conquer all the French pofTef- 
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lions beyond fea, and, at lead, to pillage, or 
ravage, at their pleafure, the languifhing im- 
menfe fcattered territories of Spain. I am fen- 
fiblfei that the immediate and pofitive intereft of 
thefe two powers is to prevent fuch an event, or 
at leaft, to endeavour to ward off the blow : yoii 
all know, as well I do, how much they deviate 
from the paths they fhould purfue for that pur- 
pofe; but that intereft, which relates to their 
becoming mutual fupports to each other, is not 
the fubjeft which I am, at prefent, confidering. 
There is, befides that, an intereft, which is 
common to all the three powers, and it appears 
to me, that they ought to lay afide all their jea- 
loufies, and unite againft a fourth, who will one 
day acquire fufficient ftrength to exclude all of 
them. This commentary feemed to me to make 
fome impreflion upon his hearers, and to ftrike 
out a new light. Colonel B . . . . fixed his eyes 
upon this young man with furprize, which Count 
#**#* perceiving, in a tone of raillery, ex- 
claimed, O-ho ! Bouillac's politics are not like 
other people's, would you imagine that he al- 
ledges, your American quarrel out of the quef- 
tion, that if both you and we had common fenfc, 
we ought to become allies, to fet up and pull 
down, as it ftiould pleafe us. He proves that 
matters go on fp badly on both fides of the 
channel, only becaufe we will not come to a 
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right underftanding. Our mtereft is to be 
united* and be imputes to our jeataufy, though 
reduced to fyftem, the adopting fatal and con- 
temptible chimeras. 

The firft propofai which Monfieur de BouilUe 
offers, faid Colonel B < . ♦ # f has a very feducing 
afpe&. I will not, at pfefent, examine if the 
danger of being obliged to fubnrtic to a power 
which may arife in Atlnerica, ought to be a 
fignal for the immediate joining of England with 
France ancl Spain, and, certainly it i* poflible, 
that fuch a power may arife j b^ut that is ford- 
feeing things at a great diftance} at prefent, I 
do not mean to look fo far into futurity ; but, 
as to things which are within our reach, and, iri 
which J think myfelf interefted, I fliajl fcarcely 
be brought to renounce the opinion I hatfe 
adopted, I have always looked upon this rival- 
fliip, and even that fentiment y which among the 
common people in England, defcends even to a 
hatred of the French name, as one of the eC 
fential props of its exiftertce, becaufe it is the 
fource and principal motive for their activity, 
and the ftriking feature of the national chara&er* 
J will go ftill farther, by faying that even Europe 
iss indebted to it, and the fate of the drfferetre 
fta&s fo eonrie&ed with it, that the balance de- 
pcpds upon this arit>path^. I cannot forefee hovr 
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it will be poffible, to get the better of a preju- 
dice, which rrtuft ever oppofe the eftablifhing aa 
Unnatural connexion between the two people, 
which, if it was to be overcome, would inftandf- 
anriihitate every advantage, both phyfical and 
focal, which Great Britain enjoys at prefeht, and 
Without the leaft difficulty, would carry the 
commerce of the Whole world into France, the 
very moment we give them time to breathe. 
How then would you prevent an inconvenience 
fo ruinous for us, or, at leaft, what we are in 
the habit of fuppofing to be fuch, and to thinlj 
inevitable ? For my part, I cannot difcover the 
means; 

Well then, fard the Count, in turning towards 
Bouillae, do you hear, how will you reply to all 
this?— I have attended with pleafure, laid he, 
after having continued a long time filent, and 
having the air of fubmitting his opinions to thole 
6f the Colonel ; but I muft beg the favour of 
Mr. B . . . . , that he will do me the honour to 
hear what I have to fay. You are right, Sir, 
faid he, addrefiGng himfelf to the Colonel, the 
two parts of your argument have undoubtedly a 
foundation, in faft, But the politician, who 
would employ himlelf in eafneft, for the good of 
both nattofrs, ought to have do fefpefi: for thefe 
fadls, the gfeateft part of Which are foreign to 

the 
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the fubjeft, than to the confequences which 
follow. The fa&itious exiftence of Europe, 
fuch as has been eftablilhed by thofe treaties, 
which at prefent form what is called the rights of 
nations, may unqueftionably receive a blow by 
the re-union of England with France •, that is to 
fay, that the other potentates, who gain fo much 
by their quarrels, either becaufe they make them- 
felves to be dreaded, or oblige them to pay fub- 
fidies, will infallibly fuffer. 

To look back to the real fource of thele 
quarrels, we may fee that they did not originate 
from thofe motives of animofity which fubfifted 
formerly ; but, on the contrary, was the con- 
trivance of thofe who were interefted in foments 
ing the quarrels, and eftablifhing that maxim ii\ 
both nations. After the Princes of the houfe of 
Stuart were eftablilhed on the throne of Great 
JJritain, they were not the enemies of France % 
on the contrary, they were fometimes her allies, 
and almoft always ftood neuter. Europe felt 
that this circumftance promoted the views of 
JL.ouis XIV.. and therefore concluding that it was 
neceflary to fet Great Britain in oppofition to 
bim, they formed a confpiracy againft James II, 
and refolved to introduce a Prince in his ftead, 
who would employ his whole power againft: 
France * fo, that by this plot againft the royal 

family^ 
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family, they contrived to dethrone James, and 
give the crown to his fon-in-law. The ancient 
hatred was revived, although the obje&s no 
longer exifted ; and, fince that time, it has 
become more and more deeply rooted, and has 
proved fatal to both countries, by their fre- 
quently going to war to pleafe other nations. 
You are certainly well enough acquainted with 
the fecret hiftory of Europe, to know that the 
terrified Princes of the Empire formed that con- 
fpiracy at Berlin, which brought about the 
fecond revolution*. 

Thus the ambition of Louis XIV. has been 
the occafion of all the ruinous miftakes which 
have followed ; but now a-days, that reftlefs 
fpirit for conqueft and vain-glory hath difap- 
peared in both countries, and the two govern* 
ments ftiould confider how much they have been 
dupes, by ruining themfclves for the convenience 
of others •, inftead of putting it in the power of 
their people mutually to enrich one another, which 
might be eafily done. I believe I could prove 
this affertion which anfwers the fecond part of 
your argument, by fome details which I have 
collefted. 

* Surely, our author is miftaken ; for the plan of bringing 
the Prince of Orange to England, certainly, was laid by the 
whigs in this country, 

Your 
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Your manner of looking into our hiftofy, r£-« 

plied the Colonel, is certainly very right and 
moft judicious ; but perhaps we fhpuld rather 
ghre op the prejudices which exift,' than the 
realities which may be fuppofepL I cannot deny 
that the bud of your political fyftem prefents a 
view of the greateft intereft, but I fhould wifli 
to find, that the unravelling of its co/ifequencesi 
flrould make it fquare with poffibilities,*--The 
whole circle gave the moft ferious attention, agd 
Bouillac continued nearly as follows. The wars 
of the two nations have ferved Do other end but 
to multiply their misfortunes. England, if fhe 
pleafes, may be vain of her fuccefs ; for fhe has > 
by that means, made herfelf miftrefs of that 
trade, which France might have ftared with 
her ; but could nothing flatter her avidity and 
ambition, but that par? of it which fhe could 
feizc by force? I think I could demonftrate, 
that her profits arc pot equivalent to what fhe 
might have by a commerce with France, and the 
more confiderable the trade of that country is of 
kfelf ? the more confiderable would that com- 
merce be, which they could carry on together. 

I have taken the quantities and the terms of my 
computations from that the Dixxh ufurp between 
the two. J have alfo incited the Hnmenfe clan- 
deftine traffick, which the induftry of individuals 
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eppofes to errenfeous faws, dift&ted by ancJetit pre- 
-jtidiccs to governments, who blihdfy gave them* 
fekres up » popular animofities ; but it is fupei 7 - 
fluous to fealarge upon this fubjett, without, afc 
the fame timte producing the exa& accburtt djf 
thefeabufefc* it like^ife would be necetiaryto 
<eppofe to them, the probable fefult of contrary 
maxims* I kno*, Sfcr, continued he, in a left 
jferious tone, that as a membfer of the oppofition* 
you fhould over-charge your public character 
'with the ftrongeft Antigaftican prejudices : it; in 
an indifpenfable etiquette, and, if I were wife, 1 
fliould wait the diflblurion of Parliament, to find 
you in an impartial mood, which would render 
you acceflible to certain ideas, which perhaps 
you will now not adopt* — Colonel B f . . fmiled 
at this laft ftroke, and feemed to be quite cap* 
tivated with the young man. The converfation 
became general, and took another turn. 

The Count de C . • . W . • • . gave us fome 
jnterefting accounts of his native country, Ruflia. 
His ideas were grand, fimple, and fplendid ; 
and he gave ample proofs that the Princefs, 
whofe fubjedt he is, places her confidence only 
in men of abilities. To a difcourfe on politics, 
fbeceeded another on war, upon which fubjedt 
the Count de ***** and the Chevalier ** fpoke 
as perfedl matters. After fome hours conver- 
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lation, which, notwithftanding my trifling temper 
had given me a great deal of pleafure, the Che. 
valier**, accompanied by his friend, carried 
me home, and congratulated me upon my at- 
tention to the converiation at the Count de*****'s. 
He advifed me, in the kindeft manner, to take 
his young friend for my guide, if I wifhed to 
know the flate of the arts in France \ — the other 

zealoufly proffered his fervices. The unfa_ 

vourable impreflions of him which I had re. 
ceived, could not difpenfe me from accepting his 
polite offer. In fpite of the uneafinefs whicfy 
fuch a conneftion might give the' Do&or, it was 
refolved that I fhould accompany BoujUac early 
next morning: 



DAY 
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DAY the EIGHT H. 

Pi Slur es — the Works of a celebrated Painter.—* 
Striking Lejfqns of Morality, — The French Co- 
medy* — Reflections on Sbakefpeare and Moliere. 

EARLY in the morning, Bouillac came to 
roufe me, and at ten o'clock we fet out. 
It is with a great deal of pleafure, my Lord, faid 
he, that I fee a young Englifhman of your rank, 
employed as you are, in making men and the 
arts the fubjedt of your ftudies. I (hall think 
myfelf particularly happy in being your con- 
ductor through this capital. The pride and 
opulence of fome individuals, has procured them 
a number of mafter-pieces, and we muft get 
admittance into their cabinets. Happily, I am 
acquainted with fome of them, but let us lofe no 
time, for we muft go to a number of places. 
This day (hall be dedicated to painting, and we 
will defer fculpture till another morning'. While 
Bouillac was fpeaking to me, we turned the 
corner of a ftreet, and met the Doftor. I ob- 
served him grow pale with fear, and ftart with 
horror at the fight of the companion whom the 
Chevalier # # had provided for me. Thofe 
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emotions made mc recolleft every thing he had 
faid to me, of Bouillac, and I fincerely regretted 
my not having avpidecl that fpct of untpn, which 
this day was likely to be eftablifiied, and Ire- 
felved to employ all my addrefs to break it off 
ad fqon as poflitte. 

In three hours time we had run over a great 
deal, and were got to the royal academy of 
painting. Bouillac made me obferVe the decay 
of the art, by' the ftyle and manner of the living 
artifts. There is but one man at prefent, added 
he, who has preferved the lcaft fpark of that 
genius which animated foroe of his predeceflbrs. 
That fcrpeiK, envy, has decried one of his pieces; 
— he intended it ta appear among the works of 
candidates which you lee here ; but the vanity 
of this excellent painter being provoked, he in* 
ftantly renounced the aflbeiation of rivals, whom 
he judged to be incapable and unworthy of 
fetting a juft value upon his merits-. 

To very great talents, - he has the misfortune 
to add fome of thofe original defe&s which too 
often accompany great abilities ; but the fupe- 
riority of his pencil has charmed my eyes, and I 
cannot withhold my efteem from the open can* 
dour of his heart ; therefore, I pay. no great at- 
tention to the errors taufed by his pride. Let 
the jealoufy of his competitors endeavour to take 

• advantage 
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of the perfoiml foibles of the ariift, while it 
ihrinks before his works. 

Every fpeciea of painting is exhaufted. There 
are very few fubje&s either in fable or. hiftory* 

which have not been frequently handled by> the 
moft eminent mailers. It is the fame in land* 
fbape. Gteufe defircs to introduce a new kind, 
and no one before hifri having attempted to give 
pure kfibns of morality upon canvas, he has con- 
ceived the defign of extracting fubje&s for pic- 
tures from anew-fource. Thus he is become thft 
firft dramatic painter $ that is to fay the firft who 
has painted real life, and given a reprefentatiori 
of virtue and vice from what is pradtifed daily 
' before our eyes*. \ 

Bouillac led me to the houfe of the aftift, whole 
praifts he had been founding. Wo^found him en- 
gaged in his painting room. The firft piece 
which he (hewed me was equally excellent in de- 
figh, expreffion, and colouring, and the fobjefk 
was truly a moft affedting fcene. Beauty and vir- " 
tue were exprefled in the countenance of a fe- 
• male figure, whofe rank was declared by the cof* 
tume, giving a firft leflbn of humanity and bene- 
volence to a young child, who appeared of fuch a 
rank in life, as to have its fenfibility in danger of 
being corrupted by pride and opulence. The 

* Is it poffible that the author never heard of the iin« 
mortal Hogarth ? 
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fcene. was in a dark mean garret, where a refpec- 
table old man was feen lying on a truckle-bed v 
he feemed to meet poverty and indigence with a 
calm and ferene countenance, and exhaufted by 
the evils which are the confequence of living in 
want, he received without blufhing, and with a 
fimple expreffion of noble gratitude, the gifts of 
pure and unaffe&ed charity. At his fide lay his 
aged fufFering wife, in whofe face and expreffive 
attitude were feen the emotions of gratitude more 
lively, but lei's the effeft of refle&ion. A fon 
clothed in rags, but too young to be capable of 
comforting the aged parents, was leaning lan- 
guidly on the bolfter of the bed, where thefe two 
people prefented a pifture of moft opprefled and 
unmerited mifery. Oppofite to this groupe flood 
che charitable lady who came to teach her child 
to comfort the afflidted. Her figure was noble, 
her air foft and affe&ing. The child accuftom- 
ed to opulence, feemed to ftart back with horror 
from the hideous attire of poverty, which had 
been prefented to her view for the firft time. The 
good mother combating her relu&ance, feems to 
fay to her, " my dear child what has this old man 
done that he was not born in the bofom of opu- 
lence as well as we ? Nature hath made him our 
equal, but virtue has placed him above us," On 
the back ground is. feen one of the Sifter : Hofpi- 
talers, whofe cold indifferent manner, an effisft 
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which the conftant view of calamity frequently 
gives to people whofe fituation excludes them 
from fociety, exhibited a fine contraft to that 
warmth of e^preflipn which glowed over the reft 

of the piece. 

To fuch juft and happy ideas ; to the mod (hi- 
king expreflion of a compofnion finely conceiv- 
ed, the painter had united all the magical (kill of 
his art. Bouillac poured forth the mod flatter- 
ing encomiums. His ardent imagination kindled 
that of the painter, and poffeffed by all the en- 
thufiafm of his genius, Yes gentlemen, cried he, 
I defire to dedicate my colours and my pencil to 
the improvement of mankind. I believe this kind 
of painting farfuperior to that which traces anew, 
fome fuccefsful crime of ancient ages, which were 
as vicious as our own, and which is only made: 
refpe&^ble by the name of fome illuftrious pro- 
fligate. I work upon a fubjeft which is indeed 
but too common. I wi(h to prefent to unfortu- 
nate females, among whom mutual example does 
not prevent errors, the fatal cataftrophe which 
awaits them all at the expiration of a few fhort ii- 
lufions. Obferve my Lord, faid he, in carrying 
me to his eafel that had a pi&ure upon it, which 
he uncovered, this artful and fhamelefs old wo- 
man, endeavouring to corrupt a young fimple tf- 
niid, innocent girl, by enticing her with the offer 

of 
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of gold and diamonds. This horrible Megara> 
gives ftrength to paffioos eafily led aftf ay, in ob- 
der to breathe the poifon of debauchery and va- 
nity into an unfufpe&ing innocent foul. Serf fe- 
dudtion applauding the fuccefs of her artifice, 
upon the front of that corrupted Financier. I 
ckfpaired a great while of being able to exf*e& 
all the charters which fhould be aflembted in 
the fate of his worthlef* cmiflary ; meannefe, av*- 
rice, hypocritical goodneis, and unbridled impu- 
dence, ought all to appear there. I couH not 
have fucc^eded if I had not found a model. This 
head is from nature.— The more the painter en* 
tesed into the detail of his composition, the more 
my eyes were employed in endeavouring to c^tch 
the. eatpreffi^n .which he wished me to find in the 
peffbns reprefented. How great was my fur prize 
when I recolle&ed the features of Mamma, * * * 
ia that of the old procurers.— I blufhed^ — the ar- 
tift ohfervedit, but he was miftakenin thecaufe* 
You . are difgufted, my Loi;d, faid he> is is th* 
moft flattering effeft poffifcje for me, and it was 
what I propofed ia drawing the hideous heart of 
that, creature in her countenance. Behold, con* 
tkued he the trembling vi<£bim of her fedudkipns j 
the defire of pofifeffiog alL thofe obje&s of luxury, 
f& alluring to youths is painted in her eyes ; at 
prefent fhe heficates, Ihe trembles^ the fhawwhich 

is 
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is laid for her vanity makes her modefty ftartle y 
fhe hearkens* and of courfe is about to take the 
firft ftep to infamy. In the fecond pi&ure, fee 
the cdnfequences which at firft were fo flattering 
upon her entry in the vicious career. It reprefents 
the young woman defpoiled of that engaging in* 
nocence, which made her appear fa beautiful in 
the firft ; fhe is furrounded by opulent oftenta- 
tion, and indolently ftretched at full length upon 
filk and down, forgets that labour and induftry 
by which fhe fhould have lived in honourable me- 
diocrity, and which would one day have brought 
her to be the wife of fome worthy citizen, honeft 
and diligent as herfelf. Amidft all thefe artificial 
enjoyments fhe deftroys the moft valuable of all 
fiches; moderated defires* An Angola * tears in 
pieces the valuable ornaments which the prodi* 
gality of her admirers haftens to replace ; — ihe 
fmiles at a Sapajou f throwing that gold out of 
the window which love had lavifhingly beftowed* 
A double emblem of th^t fhameful predile&ion 
which an ungrateful courtezan frequently grants 
to an obfeure worm, and in fuch a manner as ve- 
rifies the proverb— lightly come, lightly go* — If the 
refemblance of the old D * * * occafioned fome 
emotion, the allegory of the Sapajou redoubled 

* Angola* a kind of Cat* t Sajpajjou, a ipecics of 

the Monkey* 
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it, by recalling to my mind the hateful Mr. 
Rag, and certainly fome impreflion was vifible 
in my countenance. My Lord, faid Bouillac, 
by the pathetic difcourfes which Mr. Greufe dif- 
plays fo well upon canvas, he could certainly 
make a convert of you, if there was occafion. 
He muft be much flattered by the generous in- 
dignation which you exprefs in every feature. 
This obfervation of Bouillac's, difconcerted me, 
and penetrated to my inmoft foul, but happily 
the painter, at that inftant, led us on to two 
other pi&ures. 

One of them prefented the courtezan in the 
third ftage of her career. She was no longer 
fhining in gold, nor furrounded with feducing 
luxuries. All her magnificent ftatelinefs was fled 
with her frail attra&ions. The firft wrinkle 
which came to blaft the flower of youth upon her 
forehead, had given the fignal for an ungrateful 
retreat to her perfidious and inconftant admirers; 
flie was even deferted by the Angola and Sapajou. 
The humble beauty, in a decent retreat, offers 
cheap favours, in fubmiflive language, to a furly 
rude old fellow, who feems to defpife her 
remains of beauty. 

In the fourth piece, the unhappy wretch is 
feen expiring amidft cold and want, fhame and 

forrow# The pale glimmerings of a lamp fhed 
) a melancholy 
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a melancholy light upon this laft fcene of her 
fufferings. Bitter and fruitlefs repentance was 
expreffed in her dying eyes, and her whole being 
feemed to fink under a load of wretchednefs : an 
untimely old age, brought on by excefs, is 
about to be finifhed by a languilhing and painful 
death. The painter entered into all thefe details 
with the fame warmth as he had done before, and 
Bouillac gave a moral to every apologue. I 
found myfelf in a very uneafy fituation. After 
having given fuch proofs of fatisfa<$ion to the 
artift, as my ftate of mind permitted, we fet 
but. My companion feemed to divine every im- 
preflion that was made upon my heart; how- 
ever, he did not once mention any thing like it 
but continued to introduce into our converfation 
fuch fubje&s as were bed fuited to affedt my 
mind, to reclaim or confirm my youth in the 
paths of true honour. 

Although he mentioned nothing in dirett 
terms, and even avoided every fhadow of appli- 
cation, I was exceedingly vexed, and looked 
upon him as a bitter and unfeafonable reformer; 
but I took care to conceal my thoughts. Un- 
doubtedly, this was owing to thofe prejudices 
againft his charadter, with which the Dodtor had 
been at pains to infpire me, and convinced, as I 
was, that his pra&ice was very oppofite to his 

T z dodtnne, 
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doftrine, it made lefs im predion upon me than 
it otherwife would have done. At laft he 
changed the tone of his difcourfe, and becoming 
gay and amufing, I found his converfation more 
tolerable. 

Bouillac propofed to fpend the evening at the 
French comedy. My Lord, faid he, this is th^ 
theatre which fliould be frequented by foreigners! 
it is here where the French language is fpoken in 
the greateft purity, and where you will find the 
-trueft pi&ure of the manners of our nation, 
Jiere you may acquire the firft, and learn to 
know the other. So ferious a motive for giving 
the preference to the French theatre, was not 
the foundation for determining me at that time i 
but, I know not how it was, this man acquired 
9, perfeft maftery over me. I had fo bad an 
opinion of him, that I could not endure him 1 
but that malk of worth and candour which the 
Dodtor perfuaded me he only aflbmed, muft 
have ftrongly rcfembled undifguifed truth ; 
for, there were certain moments, in which he 
governed me with as abfolute fway, as if I had 
had the greateft efteem for him, founded on a 
knowledge of his virtue. I let myfelf be con* 
du&ed by him wherever he chofe to lead. J 
believe, if he had propofed to go and fee fome 
ipore moral paintings, he would have made me 

go 



FORT N I G H T, 141 

with hi m$ although at leaving the houfe of 
hi3 friend the painter, I had fworn in my own 
mind, that he fhould never catch me there 
again. 

The tragedy of Phoedra was the piece to be 
played that night on the French ftage. I fliould 
not have been able to have relifhed the beauties. 
of this play, if my conductor had not prepared 
me for it, by giving me fome idea of it before* 
hand, and, at each fcene, haftily fketched over " 
the detail By this means, he enabled me to 
follow the fublime and pathetic expreffion of alt 
old a&refs, whofe abilities feemed to me to be 
as unqueftionably great, as thofe of our cele- 
brated Garrick. 

When the firft piece was over, Bouillac en- 
tertained me with his opinions on the difference 
between the French and EngliQi drama. Befide ( 
the national charafter which prescribes the limits 
to genius in a theatrical career, faid he, nature 
has given you a matchlefs poet in your great 
Shakefpeare; whofe juft and true imagination, 
in the immenfity of its flight, comprehended all 
ages< all men, and all places. His defcriptions 
prefent to our view the unconfincd free manner 
of nature herfelf. He conftantly follows her, 
and never fails to ppflefs her, with all her variety 
^nd copioufnefs. What an advantage for the 

Englifh 
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Eriglifh ftage to have had fuch an extraordinary 
man for its founder ! He has difentangled nature 
from thofe fetters made facred by antiquity, and 
extended her laws for the benefit of thofe, who, 
after him, would run the fame career, though 
without the hope of reaching fuch a flight •, and, 
pnqueftionably, it is to him you owe that fupe- 
riority which the Englifh have over the French 
tragedies. The French pieces of that kind are 
little more, in my eyes, than romances in dia- 
logue, written in very fine verfe, but whofe cold 
yniform adtion, tires and freezes. The conduft 
has a general farrenefs, and continual monotony. 1 
Perhaps* the nation may one day come to fee 
this fault, if ever that phantom, which is wor- 
shipped by the name of tafte, happens to be 
defpoiled of his afiumed importance. I Ihould 
be afhamed, my Lord, to explain myfelf with 
(uch freedom, in prefence of our connoifieurs . 
—I (hould run a rifle of being treated as bar- 
barous. This nation muft always imitate the 
Greeks ; they do it, at lead, by fhewing a con- 
tempt for every thing which is not of their own 
literary growth, and which departs from thofe 
rules within which two or three beaux efprits have 
* thought proper to confine genius, by writing 
commentaries on Ariftotle, 

It 
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It is forbidden, for example, , to open the 
fcene, but by a flat and infipid narration. The 
rigorous law, which they call the three unities, 
obliges the author to give this dull explanation, 
which would frequently appear ridiculous, if 
cuftom did not prevent them from being fenfible 
of this abfurdity. One aftor informs another* 
in founding rhimes, of his genealogy, birth, 
hiftory of his parents, and a number of other 
things which the laft ought to know better than 
the fpeaker. It is commonly fome confidant, 
who, in favour of the audience, ftuns with in- 
fipid repetitions, the hero of the piece, who is 
ready to yawn. The unity of the place obliges 
the author to fet his chara&ers in motion like 
puppets, that they may incefiantly return in a 
moft whimfical childifh manner to the gallery of, 
the palace, where we are tired with a melancholy 
dream of recitals and difcoveries : — and this is 
nearly the whole of what is permitted, $0 ad- 
ditional incident, no fecond rate chara&er, which 
is fo ufeful with you, in bringing on the cata- 
ftrophe, and in fupporting the fpirit of the fcene,, 
but, at belt, fome dull, ftupid confidants, whofe 
parts are fo wretchedly compofed, that none' are 
found to fill them but inferior a&ors, whofe 
performance throws into burlefque the fcepes 

which ought to be the moft powerfully engaging. 

» 

Surely, 
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Surely j you will never be brought to think the 
moft perfeft of thefe compofitions to, be a matter* 
piece : for, it is plain* that they prefent nothing 
but a mafs of dull unaffe&irig infipidity, where,' 
at beft, we find no recompence for our attention* 
but in the richnefs and beauty of the narration, 

» It is not fo with the French comedies* con- 
tinued Bouillac : Plautus and Terence, as well as 
Ariftophanes, live again in Moliere, or rather he 
has furpafied them all. It is true, that he had 
not the fame obftacle to contend with as our 
tragic poets. Comedy may be made interefting 
by means of mere fimple acceflaries than can be 
admitted into tragedy. That mercilefs chimera, 
tafte, who fo ftrongly circumfcribes the field 
where genius might range, has lefs important 
confequerices, in a lefs elevated fpecies of 
writing. The aftion, as well as the chara&ers, 
being taken from common life, they may be un- 
folded^ by the fame kinds of incidents. Mo- 
liere then was more at his eafe in this refpeft* 
You will fee the native Simplicity and truth 
of his touch. Here he alfo analyfed to me the 
Precieu/es Ridicules, which was going to be played, 
and putting the piece in my hand, he advifed 
me to take the advantage of reading, that I 
might more eafily follow the performance. You 
fee, continued he, that upon this ftage, both 

the 
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the a£tors and authors fucceed much better in 
comedy, which is a conftant and evident proof 
of its fuperiority. Tragedy being, in this coun- 
try, conftrained and unnatural 5 thofe people* 
who perform the chara6ters, inevitably contraffc 
"an affe&ed blufteringtonc of voice, and ftray fo 
far from nature, that to be able to play both 
kindp well, happens very feldom •, but in Eng- 
laad, on the contrary, the tone and gait of tra- 
gedy being that of nature, does not deftroy the 
comic talents of the aftor, and it is to this dif- 
ference, undoubtedly, that Garrick, and fome 
others, owe that union and equal abilitfes in both 
kinds, which contrary caufes make the people of 
Paris believe to be incompatible, or wonderful. 
The aftrefs whom you have juft now Teen, knew 
bow to reconcile them, (thanks to the powers of 
her mind) which made her abjure the emphafis 
of the French Melpomene : but fhe has been ob- 
liged, fometimes, to appear low and undeferving, 
to pteafe an audience who have been Ipoiled by 
the pqtfStke of over-afting thofe emotions, where 
the Eaglifh would have found her fublime ; and 
is content with, now and then, extorting from 
the pk involuntary expreflions of admiration, or 
rather of feeling, with ftrokes of nature un- 
known to other actors. This woman would have 
furpaffed Garrick, if (he had known Shake- 

U fpearej 
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. fpeare, but it will be a great while before he is 
known to her or to this country. It would not 
be enough that the French language acquired an 
energy which it has not at prefent. If the natio- 
nal character which prefides over language, as in 
every thing elfe, does not change, the mafter- 
pieces of this immortal and fingular genius will 
be for ever loft to them. 

; I had read with attention fome things which 
had been written on the fubjedt of the French thea- 
tre, and was fo well acquainted with our own, as 
to be fenfible of the juftice of the Chevalier Bouil- 
lac's obfervations. Befides, my own feelings came 
in fupport of his manner of drawing the compa- 
nion. Racine fcarcely affefted me, but Moliere 
made me laugh. * By all this I found that the 
French comedy is the moft agreeable entertain- 
ment in this capital. I left it highly entertained 
by the Count de Jodelet^ and the Marquis de Maf- 
carilky and notwithftanding the infinuation of the 
dear Dodtor, I was in a fair way of being recon- 
ciled to Bouillac, and examining for myfelf whe- 
ther I had not been impofed on with regard to 
him, but the other came conveniently enough to 
prolong the illufion; — he appeared the inftant the 
Chevalier left 'me, and it was high time, for I vfas 
wavering in my opinion. 

Well, 
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Well, my Lord, faid the Do6tor, your com- 
plaifance and refpeft for the Chevalier * *, hast 
procured you a tirefome day of it 5 — you was obli-1 
ged to endure the pedantry of his oracle.-*-If his 
being a pedant was all, that might be eafily di-" 
gefted, but he is really a bad man, added he, in> 
a tone of difquiet •, — he diflikes me particularly/ 
and I dont know for what, and to be fure he 
would not let flip the opportunity of painting » 
me. — I profeft to you, anfwered I, that he has 
not breathed a fingle word that could alarm you ; 
he was too, much engaged, and indeed engaged 
me too much to have leilure to gratify that mi", 
lice of which you accufe him. I (hall never love 
that man, my dear Dodlor, becaufe you have ac- 
quainted me with the perverfenefs of his charac- 
ter, .which is the more deteftable, becaufe it is 
fo artfully difguifed 5 but I can't help regretting 
that fuch excellent qualities ftould be thrown ; 
away, 

I believe, my Lord, you depend upon my fin- 
CQrity, I was fenfible how very dangerous he is, 
which was the fole motive of my anxiety to guard 
you againft him.— -I promifed the Doftor that I 
would defend myfelf carefully againft his attacks* 
Do you not find, added he, that there is fomc- 
thing contradictory in him, and fuch a warmth 

U % and 
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and zeal in every thing he does that his company 
rouft very foon be infopportable ?— Not at all, faid 
I, very unaffe&edly.-^He muft have diflembkd 
deeply then I However you wont be long ere you 
make the difcovery, if you expofe yourfclf to his 
company. May you never make a more fetal one 
to your coft. 

.Pardon my zeal, my Lord, I would not be fo 
communicative to another. I allured my dear 
Do&or that I had fuch confidence in him after 
the information which he had given me of Bouil- 
lac's character, that I would always reftridt my- 
felf to the refped which was due to him who had 
been pleafed to form the connexion ;•— he was fa- 
tisfied with this promife, and renewed our common 
fubjefts of converfation, and the fair # m made 
us foon forget all thoughts of Bouillac. Wc in- 
fenfibly refumed our gaiety and good humour in 
talking over this important fabjeft. 

The Doftor was bufy till two o'clock in the 
morning, attempting to deftroy the impreffions 
which he fulpe&ed to have been made upon me 
in the courfe of the day, by elevating my fancy 
ahd my fenfes. He had great advantage, for the 
bad made deep impreflions, while the good only 
grazed upon me. In examining myfclf I could, 
not conceive how it came about that in the twelve 

hdurs 
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hours I had fpent with Bouillac, I had not once 
yawned* I promifed myfelf amends for the lofs 
of this day, by reodering the next as agreeable as 
poffible ; the Doftor promifed me his affiftance 
and wiflicd me a good night. 






DAY 
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DAY the NINTH. 

A new Acquaintance^ i&hicb coft* me a Trifle.— A 
Horfe-Race. — An accidental Meeting with ajin- 
gular Character. 

TH E Doftor attended at my rifing. — 'Twas 
he that opened my curtains. My efcaping 
from him the preceding day was a motive for re- 
doubling his affiduity. — Come, faid he to me, 
get up, while you are indulging in deep, till late 
in the morning, half Paris is already affembled 
in the plain of Sablons. In an hour the [town 
will be quite empty ; they are drawn thither by a 
fpedtacle new to them. One of thofe who will 
fhare in the honours or dangers of the day will 
foon be at your gate. He entreated me to pre- 
fent him to your Lordfhip. I neither knew what 
interefting novelty could make all Paris run to 
the plain of Sablons, nor what perfon wanted to 
fee me. The Dodtor informed me that they were 
going for the firft time to give a horfe-race there, 
and that the bets were open. Word was then 
brought that fome body wanted to fpeak with him. 
Who is it, faid he ?~~ Tis he, faid my Valet de 
Chambre — the gentleman who lodges on the 
other fide. The Dodtor went to receive him, and 

returned 



^ 
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returned with him. My Lord, faid he, this is 
one of the moft amiable of your countrymen. He^ 
is very forry that he has for feveral days occupied 
the fame houfe with you, without having had the 
honour of your acquaintance. Mr. Fikle * * * * 
— at this name, all my ideas were roufed ; three 
things concurred to fpreadhis name — the moft ri- 
diculous prodigality and oftentation, the moft 
rooted frehzy for gaming, and that fpecies of ce- 
lebrity which a rafh thoughtlefs man may draw 
from five or fix remarkable duels, equivocal marks 
of courage, with whofe true chara&eriftics three 
fourths of men are fo unacquainted as often to 
give its name to the fanguinary tranfports of re- 
venge, or infenfible ferocity. F * * wanted to 
give new luftre to the part he played at Paris, by 
giving into all the momentary extravagances with 
the epidemic folly of which fome of the inferior 
clafs of nobility were feized ; he was a fkilful 
jockey, and a high better. This was the mad- 
nefs of the day •, and accordingly he outftripped 
every body in it, for he had laid two thoufand 
guineas againft D. D. B. P. 

How does your Lordfliip propofe to go and 
fee the race, faid he to me ? I fhall go in a coach, 
replied I. — In a coach ! Fye, my Lord, returned 
the obliging Doftor. The laws of falhion require 
you atprefent to be on horfeback •, 'tis not pro- 

per 
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per for a man of your rank to fhew himfelf in any 
other manner on the plain. I have provided for 
that. — Mr. F # # has been pleafed to promife me 
,one of the hunters he has in his liable. Here F * * 
approved the Dodtor's offer with a nod, and made 
me a profound bow. I thanked him, but then 
cafting my eyes on the Doftor f I faw him booted 
and (purned like one of our jockeys. My dear 
Doftor your forefight gives me infinite pleafure, 
and Mr. F # # ' s politenefs excites my whole gra- 
titude ; but I cannot confent to deprive you of 
a pleafure you perhaps intended to take* — Not at 
all, my Lord, every thing has been forefeen, re- 
pFied he with an air of fatisfaftion - 9 I (hall have 
the honour to accompany you, and two of your 
people on horfeback may likewife follow us. In 
truth, faid I, it muft be allowed that the Doftor 
is a man effentially neceffary ; nobody can be 
more obliging than he. I was foon ready. Our 
cavalcade arrived at the race ground, where, in 
fact, an incredible multitude was already affem- 
bled. — The young Princefs, who is now feated on 
the throne of France, and (hares the love of the 
people with the king her hu(band, honoured thefe 
uewfpcrts with her auguft prefence. Hope and 
admiration flew before her, and whatever mis- 
fortunes this day brought upon me, I except it 
from thofc whole hiftory 1 have already given. I 

faw 
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faw beneficence and beauty crowned beforehand 
by the public voice. That day I fhall ever ac- 
count happy. 

Upon the road F # # acquainted me that if I 
was inclined to (hare with him in his bet, I might 
take what part of it I pleafed. I have always 
been prejudiced againft this fort of wagers. Each 
of the parties build their hopes on their, confi- 
dence in the horfes that are to enter the lifts \ they 
entertain not the leaft doubts of their own (kill, 
and pay far from fufficient attention to the fide- 
lity of the rider, though they know beforehand 
that this is much more to be diftrufted than the 
fpeed of the horfe. Three-fourths of the time, 
the better lies at the mercy of the rider. I would 
rather truft the rifque of a die, or the chance of 
the cards. I never gamed but out of vanity ; had 
I done it out of avarice, 'tis thus I would have 
formed my calculation, 

I refufed Mr. F # * s offer, when the Doctor 
dextroufly put another fpring in motion. My 
Lord, faid he you cannot difpenfe from ventu- 
ring fomething in this affair. The French have 
borrowed this fport from us, and they flatter them- 
selves with foon furpaffing their matters. In your 
'country it is confecrated by the tafte and emula- 
tion of private perfons, and (till more by the cares 
of an attentive government. We muft fupport 
\ ' • " ' ■ X this 
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this eaufr— I date ahfwef to jfaU for the hdhbVit 
of this day, and the real advantage that Will 
accrue to you from the acceptance of Mr. F * * 9 i 
df&r, to go fliares with hita^I am not to a 
condition to ruh great fifques, but I have ven- 
tured a g06d deal upon his judgment. I look 
upon this as a piece of patriotiftm EV*ry itfc. 
fiance t)f bur fuperiority, evfeti that of our hctffefc* 
is a tnaftet I think myfelf interefted to trtaintaift* 
I laughed heartily at the Doctor's warmth a>tfd 
zeal. If, continued he> you (land in need of an 
exatriple to encourage ybuj, I will tell yoti* that 
a fine woihah hath teftifted more &rd<5\fr thaft yo*I 
in fo g6od a tmte. Who then, faid I, is thii 
pitriotifc female ?->-No other, repHed hfr, th&A 
the lady whbfe good fenfe feduees ker to confet 
the myrtle *rowtt upon the EngKlh. I kugfrfed 
ftjll hibre heartily, and, fa the fit of gaiety, Wtpi 
which the phyfician had juft injured Hit, I fcdbk 
a fourth fiiare of F * *'s enormous bet. Aban- 
doning myfelf ro his confided, incited by hi* 
Hippvhgttal fagacity> if I ftifey bfe allowed th* 
exptfeffion, I thought I foty the famous hfcHfc 
Pompey returning With the Olympic palm, ahd. 
that I had already pocketed ttiy five hurtdted 
louisxi^Wi 

While thus converting, we rid wfth a ftafcely 
air ovet the courfe between two rows of coaches, 

and 
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and the irigk who lit^d the gfpund; {wepty 
ftfits Metres* metamorphpfed into EngUfo pp T 
(tUions, a? the faftuon of the fay required, 
eagerly puffed round me to communicate thei* 
hopes or fears. My bet was confidence, an^i 
gave me, in.th e ir ey e $* aR importance relative fa 
the moment JEfcaping frpm this crq\id, I f^t 
more confidence to. approach the fyperb coach, 
in which was feated La # # ; and when I heard 
|he Po&pr give her an account of the fmall 

venture I ha4 m«te» after her example* I put on 
gi\ air of felf-fufficiency and fatuity, equal to (hat 
pf my aflbciate/ 

• 

On a fudden, J heard a general fhput c*f 
(fcrifion, and turnipg tq fee what hac4 raifed if, 
perceived an ipfolent fellow burlefquing the cere- 
monies of the day ; to the curvets of two thpu- 
fapd cavaliers, who were proudly parading in 
this amphitheatre, he pppofed the aukward 
prancing of a diminytive afs, which ^ e drovp 
on with all his force, leaning fqrward extending 
his arms like wings, he aped all the brjllia^t 
fquires, by whom he was furrounded, bawling 
out, way, way, with the whole ftrength of his 
lungs. This idea, which with all its buffoonery, 
conveying an inftr^ive letfon, feemed tp difcofl- 
cert the paraders. The 'fquire of the pacfc- 
faddle made the ranks open, and the afs figured 
at the expence of the horfes. 

X2 In 
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In a (hort time, the two horfes that were to 
difpute the vi&ory, were drawn out and expofed 
to the eyes of the multitude. He&or, and the 
invincible Achilles, under the walls of the famous 
Troy, did not excite greater fears or hopes. 
Greeks and Trojans encouraged the champions, 
and invoked the gods. I examined the qua- 
drupede hero, on whom my chance depended. 
My hopes were but weak, when I compared him 
with the other; and, I had the mortification to 
hear all the fuffrages, by degrees, unite in prog- 
nofticating the vi&ory to his competitor. F** 
Jiimfelf, no longer retained the fame confidence. 
While contemplating the well fhaped and vi- 
gorous courfer oppofed to us, his penfive air 
and downcaft look, announced, that his thoughts 
were already turned on the gap that the lofs of 
fifteen hundred louis d'ors would make in his 
finances.; — As confiderable as that lofs was, per- 
haps it alarmed him ftill lefs, than the difgrace 
he would fuffer in his reputation as a connoifleur. 
However, being exceflively vain, there remained 
one confolation, which was no other than the 
noife and eclat, f° expenfive a piece of extra- 
vagance would caufe. For my part, though left 
vain than he, I then had a fufficient dofe of 
that weaknefs to regret my bet but little from 
the fame confideration. * 

However, 
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However, we were obliged to fet a good face 
on the matter, and, notwithftanding our appre^ 
henfions, we fucceeded. The two racers ftarted, 
t— during the firft heat our hopes revived a little 5 
at the fecond they wavered ;— ^before half the 
third, our fate was decided. — The fuperannuatcd 
Pegafus, who bore our fortune, had loft both his 
legs and wind. — Vanity, as I faid, fupported 
F ** under fo great a dilafter, and I returned 
home to pay down my fhare, with the Do&or, 
who blamed my remiffnefs, in not faving myfelf 
as he had done, by betting again on the other 
fide. 

I was to dine with G * * , my banker. The 
converfation through all Paris turned only upon 
the great event of the races, and people talked 
differently of their intrqdudtion into France. L 
that day, heard the fubjedt treated by two men, 
who appeared to form a very fingular contraft. 
One of them was the celebrated L**. This J A ' v<u£( " 
man, whofe eloquence ftrikes the ear with an 
empty, noify parade, has fo accuftomed himfelf 
to words, that he fubftitutes them for things, 
and a frivolous nation eagerly devours his fuper- 
ficial produ&ions. Emboldened by fuccefs, he 
writes nonfenfe upon every fubjeft every month, 
^and exhibits a pidture of the writer who has 
walhed Nero white, and whofe pen * has exalted 
the government of the Sophi, who cues off five 

or 
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pr fo heads at every health he drinks qf a 
liquor prohibited by the Koran, abpve the eqi«-, 
t^b}e and recjprpcal ypke impqfed by the Br^ifo 
eonftitutiop, on the govempr ?nd the governed. 
--His gepius flying frqm p|rado* to paradox, 

f xetcifes ^tfelf op every fpbjeft, from the cedar 

tp the hyflfqp. He uttered brilliapt fbfiirdittet 
pp monarchies and republics, and, stfJaft, like 
* torren; jumbling dawn a precipice, he at onct 
defended to our cock-m^ches ^d hprfe-raoes, 

iVs I liftened, with ^ftonifhmept, tp |his man, 
yrho was (fall more Angular t^an celebrated, one 
of the company who fate next me, whifpered in 
iny ear. My I^ord, you appear furpri^cd »t the 
corufcaupns of this firerWork.-^-The people pf 
this country arc fond of them.-r-This fawou* 
L** harangues with a& little foljduy on philq, 
fophy, as he gives dUTer^tiops pn hqrfes. $e T 
fplved tp be fingular in every thjpg t he affefts to 
\>c as much prejudiced again ft you, 4s fpnle 0$ 
his eountrypiep ftem infixed with the Angfa- 

v^mak. He decides, ^ the £*me tpne, upon 

, yqiif conftitutipn, your politics, ypqr $rts, your 
anmfet^enfs, and yovjr foUjes, **pd is equity un- 

v acquainted with all \ he fpe$k$ ridiculoufly Of 
what is (erious, and feripus of what is ridiculous. 
When the Marquis 4e PoukiuviHe, in the co* 
njedy, has exhaufted every effort by petarades 

and 
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arid fufeesl td wake the tbrpid and motioiilefs 
Jacques kosbif-: You are truly a vety comical 
fellow, fays the laft to him coldly When he rifes. 
— That fcene feems parodied by this inex- 
hauftible, but Unreachable hafahguer, Whenever 
his audience or his reader have cothmon ferife. 
—Let Us hear him, he is going to give vent to 
htnt abfurdities which he will put in priiit. 

In fa&, he fpoke heady as follows. * What 
a differehcfe between the gatnes of the Greeki 
and the firtglifti races. Let us imitate th£ 
Greeks, gentlemen, arid leave the Englifei to 
themfelves. What an abfiifdity to have fecourfb 

w 

to poftilroriS of that couhtty, td fubje& oUrfelve* 
to ttoe formality of weighing the riders and fitf* 
hit lire, to the obligation of adding a weight to 
t*he Kghtefl:, and to imitate m every thing, the 
grittiaees 6f this Englifh fcrupuloufhefs !" 

Sir, replied a fat gentleman, 'with, a whip and 
boots, the Greeks you talk of, were much 
better judges 6f poetry and eloquence thatt of 
horfes ? I read Virgil when at fchool, but he haa 
hot beeft of the kaft fervice to rile for the ma. 
nagement of 1my fhrd in the Limoufin. You talk 
like an angel, but, for my part, I am a judge 
£f horfes, 

"How, Sir, would you fubjedt us to the 
ceremonial of London rather than of Olympia !'» 

replies 
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replied the Bel-Efprit ; " No, no, let us turn 
over P. Montfaucon, let us difguife ourfelves 
under a mafque of Phocis*. Let us have Auto- 
me dons y not Jockeys" 

I do not underftand you now, replied the fat 
gentleman ; I have too far forgot what was 
taught me at fchool, to perceive clearly the 
merit of that do&rine ; but fetting afide your 
Automedons, and all your high founding words, 
it appears to me very reafonable to weigh the 
burdens with which the two animals, of fuppofed 
equal ftrength, are to be loaded, in order to 
make them run equal • diftances, in a manner 
likewife equal. If an Automedon did not attend 
to this as well as a jockey, fo much the worfc 
for him, Sir, he was a blockhead, and ought to 
lofe the bet. " Then, Sir, according to the 
principle of this pretended equality, in the ren- 
counters to which perfonal vengeance compels 
two individuals againft each other, and conftrain s 
them to expofe their lives for tl|p fatisfaftion of 
their honour, we ought likewife to weigh their 
fwords and cloaths, to meafure their arms, to 
calculate the nimblenefs of their wrifts, and the 
quicknefs of their eyes ! The beft fencer ought 

to be manacled, and he who is disfigured by a 

» 

* Perhaps, the author meant Elis, where Olympia was 
fituated. 

. Myopy^ 
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Myopy % to be furnifhed with glaffes ! Never was 
a conclufion drawn more prepofteroufly.from the 
premifefc, than in thefe of the balance fo foolifhly 
applied by the Englifh to the preliminaries of 
equeftrian trials," 

Sir, Sir, if this fecond cafe was a bet as well 
as the firft, the betters would do well to take the 
precautions you mention, though you overcharge 
them a little* There is too great diflimularity 
between thefe things, and their motives, to allow 
a parallel. If I confent that my horfe bear an 
equal burden with yours, it is only wagering im- 
plicitly, that he is asftrong as yours. This is all 
the Englifh do. The aim is to facilitate the 
matching of the horfes ; that is all—" But, Sir, 
when I bring mine out into the lifts, I under* 
ftand that he (hall enjoy all his natural advan- 
tages." 

, And I, Sir, who do not confound natural ad- 
vantages with the accidental difadvantage of a 
greater weight to carry, cohfider two things : if 
the natural advantages of the animal, whofe 
fpeed I oppofe to you, are inferior to yours, I 
do not bet againft you ; if mine, with equal 
natural advantages, bears a heavier weight* \ 
confider that he is weakened by this difference, 
and again, I withdraw my bet. I know not if 
the Greeks adled thus ; if they did not, they 

Y muft 
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jnuft frequently have loft their money very 
<foolifhly. 

" And what do you think, Sir, of the extra- 
yagant negimen prefcribed by the philofophers of 
the Thames, for the competitors at New-Market, 
whofe object i$ to leffen their ftrength, in order 
$o increafe their fpeed." 

I think r Sir, that philofophy quite to the purr 
pofe. Speed is the objeft, confequently, the re- 
gimen which produces it is the bed. 

c f How, Sir, is it by macerations, by the ha- 
bitual ufe of ftrong liquors, that we fit ourfclves 
for violent exercife. The Arabian horfes, the 
fiobteft, the ftroflgeft, and the fleeteft in the 
world, are no; prepared after the Englifli man- 
ner, yet they travel forty leagues a day without 
the bridle being tqiken out of their mouths. The 
grooms of that country would be aftonifhed at 
hearing, that in Europe the horfes pannot be 
made long-winded, without burfting them with 
ratifia, and at feeing that the courfe where the 
prize is to be given to ftrength and rapidity, 
filled only with fkeletons." 

To undeceive you with regard to the ratifia,, 
Sir, it would be neceflary to give you the trouble 
of feeing how horfes are treated ; you would find 
a regimen different from what you imagine. Had 
you feen thofe Arabian horfes in the condition 
they are in, when they carry their riders forty 

leagues 
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leagues in one day, you would have feen that 
they were a little like fkeletons too : that ftrength 
and fpeed, which ought to be crowned, have 
nothing more to do with roundnefs and flelh* 
than good fenfe With the fwdl of periods, or 
truth with the fparkling wit of a parody. 

L ** multiplied his fuppofitions, arid plaid no 
attention to the hbrfe-brcetfer, who, hi fuch 
matters, knew more thato the whole bar, and all 
the authors in the nation together : a' few days 
rifter, he printed all the afcfurdittes' Re had 
tattered. 

The reader will pardbft me foi 4 having fitted 
tip the void of this day's tranfa&ibn, With aA 
account Of this exttafrrdinary cOnverfatfori. As 
the danger of thinking wrong ifc one of thofe 
Errors that ought to' be pointed out tti youth, I 
havte not wandered from my purpofe, fey ftrip* 
ping the L # # s of their tinfel. 
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DAY the TENTH, 

tVe Jbculd never reckon without our Heft. 

TH E happy day (hone forth at laft. Mjf 
amorous impatience reprefented the twQ 
preceding days as two ages ; — the excellent 
Do&or was all alive. V i<5]tory ! vidlory ! cried 
he on entering : Sir Walter is at laft packed off, 
and, at this moment, is making the beft of his 
way to Calais j the happy hour approaches, the 
frown of myrtle is prepared, the altar an4 the 
yi&im ajvait you. Such was the text; the 
reader is already fufficiently acquainted with his 
character, to conje&ure what kind of pom- 
mentary he added. I (hall pafs (lightly over 
fuch incidents as were of little importance in thp 
tranfaftions of the day $ nor will I attempt to 
defcribe that impatience which muft be eafily 
conceived, that I may come to the period when 
the critical moment was cruelly poftponed, and 
where my anxious defires were flopped in their 
career, by one of thofe tricks of the profeffion, 
yrhich, however commpn, do not fail daily to 
impofe. 

The Royal Academy of Mufic having finifhed 
their tinkling din, I carried Madempifelle * * 

to 
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to her home. Her coachman, Champagne, 
made me fly along in triumph by the light of a 
couple of flambeaux, which were carried by the 
heydukes, who were behind the coach, from the 
Opera to the ftreet de Montmartre. A thoufand 
jealous admirers envied my good fortune, and 
faw me carry off my conqueft : my vanity was 
indulged, and I hoped very foon to have my 
love gratified. Upon entering her houfe, I 
found that agreeable andaffe&ing folitude, which 
announces a premeditated viftory over a pro- 
vident miftrefs. My rivals had difappeared, and 
every thing had feemed to confpire in rendering 
my triumph compleat. The coufin was probably 
employed at the fame time in bellowing a 
triumph, and we fupped tete-a-tete. It was im- 
poflible that my impatience could long relifh the 
pleafures of the table, and I longed for the end 
pf our entertainment. 

Unfortunately, I had committed an unpardon- 
able crime, for my whole attention, the two pre- 
ceding days, being taken up in thinking only of 
my defires, I had forgot the terms upon which 
the fair creature had confented to give up one 
week of her life in my favour. The diligent 
and provident Provence poflibly had fome avo- 
cations which diverted his attention likewife, as 
he had no mote forefight than myfelf. Yet, 

if 
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if the impatience of my defire$ had left me time 
to refleft, I fhould have thought that my. word 
might ha*e been taken, efpecialty after the pre- 
liminary compliment of the knot of diamonds 
had been delivered 5 but who could ever ima- 
gine, that the amiable flattering god of love was, 
after all, only a pirate, who would not confent 
to a treaty of ranfomy without the pleating found 
of current coin ? It was all in vain ;— I could 
AOt infpire my goddefs with one fpark of that 
fire with which I was animated; penfive and 
frozen, (he almoft thruft itie from her ;-~ 
fbftie fighs efcaped her, but they were not 
the fighs of tendemefs, nor of defire : I was con*, 
founded and aftonifhed v in a timid tone of voice 
I ventured to afk what fudden and xinlookcd for 
c£ufe had deprived her of that captivating gaiety 
ihe had while at the opera.— Nothing fold fhe, 
with a forbidding air : — I attempted to warni he r 
frozen heart, by the ardour of the moft paffioriate 
tranfports. Cold and motion left, fhe endured, 
but partook not of my raptures •, every ihftant in- 
creafed my confufioh and regret: ,1 begged, 
prayed, and conjured her* but! nothing could dif- 
pel that cloud, which interpofed between me, and 
that fupr.eme happinefs, which I hoped to have 
found exprefled in her eyes. My Lord, faidi the 
fair one, looking at mt with an air of forrow, you 

do 



\ 
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do not love me ; wherefore affieft thofe tranfports 
which you do npt feel ? I had recourfe to the 
ftrongeft oaths. To what end, faid fhe, thofe tri- 
fling affuranees ? Every daytheyarelavilhed upon 
us, but at the fame time, with an intention of 

4 

violating thefe foolifli proteftations. Ah ! my 
Lord, you are very amiable, but Sir Walter loved 
me with fincere affe&ion. Notwithftanding the 
impreflion which the fight of you has made upon 
my heart, I cannot help reflecting upon his de- 
parture with regret. If you knew with what can- 
dour and fimplicity he afted ! Although you have 
been but a few days in Paris, I already find a lit- 
tle of the Frenchman in you ; I dread that dif- 
pofition. — How faid I, a little of the French- 
man ?— Yes, intoxicated with the idea of your 
own merits, you imagine, perhaps, like them, 
that a woman isfufficiently rewarded for. the pre- 
ference fhe gives you, by being in pofleflton of 
your perfon. Your figure is moft engaging, and 
you may flatter yourfelf upon that head with 
much more propriety than moft of thefe gentle- 
men ; but experience has taught me to prefer the 
real and folid proofs of your countrymen, to all 
the charms which art and nature have in their 
power to beftow. 

I did not fufliciently comprehend Mademoi- 
felle ##, and I likewife exhaufted myielf in fruit- 

lefs 
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lefs fpeeches, without laying hold of what wars 
moll effential. Finding that I did not compre- 
hend her meaning, the fair creature was quite dif- 
concerted, and making a pretence for quitting the 
room, left me with Sophy who had juft entered, 
•probably trufting to her management for inform- 
ing my youth and fimplicity. 

The favourite waiting maid cleared up the mat- 
ter without much ceremony, by informing me of 
the caufe of that referve, and thofe fcruples which 
I had not conceived. My Lord, faid (he, will 
you give me leave to fpeak freely ? Mademoiselle 
is a fteady provident girl ; experience has infpir- 
ed her with the fpirit of precaution ; we know 
very well how you tranfa&ed your affair with Ma- 
demoifelle ####-, and without flattering our- 
felves, we think we may carry our pretentions at 
leaft as high ;— our honour is called upon to Sup- 
port thefe claims. My miftrefs has not a Mamma 
to enter into treaty for her, but I fee plainly that 
you have not fulfilled your agreement. As my 
jniftrefs is a woman of her word, (he is full of 
doubts, every time that (he is deceived, — But laid 
I haftily, I waited the moment of Sir Walter's 
departure, and Provence . . . — Ah ! My Lord, 
Provence forgot the main thing ; he talked of re^ 
turning again, when every obftacle fhould be re- 
moved. Thefe words, let me into the matter at 

once* 
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once, and Ihewed mc the foundation of all Ma- 
demoifelle * * ' s fcruples, and I had the remedy 
in my pocket-book, but in looking for it there, 
I was afraid to fee how much it had loft in weight 
and fubftance. - 

Although my charafter had never been in- 
fluenced by interefted motives,, and that they had. 
never made me hefitate in the gratification of any 
of my pafiions, I believe that if I had not fpi^d 
the title to my Spanifh' treasures,, upon which 'I 
had fecured an indemnity for all my foolilh pre- 
fents, I fhould have fhut up. my pocket-book, 
without having courage' to extraft the remedy for 
the flu&uating difpofitiori of my new miftrefs. 
The reader will remember that it was a thoufand 
louis d'or : — My finances were got fo low, that 
two or three fuch prefcriptipns muft bring to an 
end all thofe recipes which expand the bloflbms 
pf the love of our theatrical Armida's. 

The Abigail, run to repair my omiflion, with- 
out lofs of time, and inftantly her, miftrefs re- 
turned. What a mctamorphofis f Her face was 
clothed in fmiles, her looks were tender, her com- 
plaifance exceffive; however, my happinefs was 
deferred till the next day ; my relenting divinity 
pleaded with* regret fuch reafons as were to he 
refpe&ed. Compelled to yield to her delicacy* I 
found my defires the more enflamed, but I was 

-obliged to fubmit. 

Z DAY 
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DAY the ELEVENTH, 

A new Fofty 9 of which the Reader will fee Jbt 
Confequtnces. — How expenjive it is to learn Po* 
litenefs.-^Hope jrufirated. 

MY defires were irritated by difappointment. 
I had fo narrowly miffed the happinefs I 
expe&ed to have feized the firft inftant of our 
tete-a-tete ! but it had efcaped me, like the 
'waters from the lips of Tantalus. I palled the 
night in impatience, and, the inftant I waked, 
my madnefs rofe to fuch a pitch, that, in order 
to gain a ready and compleat vidtory, I deter- 
mined to increafe my liberalities fo high, that 
the fair one fhould find it impoflible to refift 
them. That very moment I fent for a jeweller. 
One of my occafional valets, who probably 
gueffed for whom my intended purchafe was 
deftincd, offered to bring Mr. Crook, who 
was employed by Mademoifelle **. I cbnfented 
to it. In a few minutes he came, and difplayed 
v before me a dozen dazzling Ecrains. 

I was in fufpc nfe about the choice, when the 
^Doflor came feafonably to determine me. My 
*Lord, faid the tradefman, I luckily have fome- 

thing 
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thing which I met with by accident : it is ele- 
gant, and you (hall have it a bargain. He then 
drew out of his pocket a necklace, which wc 
viewed with admiration. He rated it at the 
moderate price of twelve thoufand livres * in 
truth, faid he, I am giving it you for nothing. 
My friend, the phyfician, afFefted to examine 
this trinket with the fcrupulous attention of a 
connoifleur. He commented upon every collet, 
and concluded with faying, it muft be allowed, 
that is not dear. To take five hundred louis 
d'ors out of my pocket-book, began to embar- 
rafs me ; however, I could not refill the defire 
of making a figure on this important occafion* 
I took the Dodtor afide, in order to impart my 
difficulty to him. — P'fhaw ! p'fhaw ! replied he, 
very loud, it is a trifle— your Lordfliip muft not 
let that prevent you. Mr. Crook is a friend of 
mine, and loves to mak;e things eafy. If the 
jewel fuits you, he will be content with your 
note. — How ! my Lord, replied the obliging 
and polite jeweller, my whole (lock is at your 
fervice. If thefe diamonds can do you any plea- 
fure •, — I may, notwithftanding, take fuch ar- 
rangements as you (hall think proper. — So much 
generofity and confidence made me incapable of 
entertaining the leaft fufpicion of Mr. Crook 
and without even imagining it poflible, that a 

' Z 2 man 
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willingly have parted with thee in exchange for 
a fingle moment of fuch pleafure. 

The ball begun. The company made me 
open it with the miftrefs of the houfe.— My ears 
rung with infidious encomiums. — *Tis love danc- 
ing with the moft beautiful of the graces, faid 
they. — Let the ' reader figure to himfelf fifty 
young Frenchmen, thus with ironical praife 
playing upon a poor, ftiff, aukward booby, ren- 
dered ftill more ridiculous b$r the magnificence 
of his accoutrements, and whofe ftupid vanity 
made him take every thing they faid for current 
coin.-*— I was made much of, encircled, darefled. 
j— Men, women — the whole company rivalled 
each other in paying their court to me. At 
midnight, a magnificent cold collation was ferved 
up, after which the dance was refumed. While 
part of the guefts were enjoying this amufement, 
others were rambling through apartments opened 
on purpofe, and lighted in exa£t proportion to 
the different fcenes defigned to be afted in them ; 
On the other fide, feveral parties engaged in 
deep play. Two Marquifles, and a Knight of 
Malta, challenged me to try my fortune.-— 
They managed their bufinefs fo artfully, and 
were fo engaging, that it was not in my power 
to refill them. Fortune, doubtlefs, jealous of 
the favours that were to be lavilhed on me by 

love 
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love, had refolved to mitigate their excefs by the 
mod cruel rigour, and the demons of hell cer- 
tainly confpired with her to lead me aftray. I 
was affefted with a delirium ftill more violent 
than when with Major Saggs, though that might 
have been ' in fome fort excufed, as being the 
effeft of intoxication ; in fhort, in lefs than two 
hours, the unfortunate pocket-book was entirely 
blown up, and nothing remained but the hopes 
from Spain. Love! Love! art not thou then 
the molt powerful of the deities ? At that mo- 
ment I felt a - rage, which all thy fweets were 
incapable of calming. In vain did thy myrtles 
prefent themfelves to my eyes, my frozen fenfes 
were dead to the moft charming hopes which 
thou couldft infpire. 

What was ftill more fatal, the enormous fum 
I had loft, began to tranfpire. Already, they 
who had eagerly fixed their eyes upon me, 
turned away with indifference. The leaft in- 
human contented themfelves with coolly pitying 
me, my traiterous miftrefs employed in collect- 
ing the winnings of a pool, feemed ignorant or 
regardlefs of my misfortune. I reflefted upon 
fo rapid a change ; — gloomy and penfive at firft, 
the fear of foon flying into a paroxyfm of fury, 
made me haften to quit a place, where, at my 
entrance, I had feen an image of heaven, but 

which 
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which now only prefented to me hell in all 
its horrors. — I pafled through anti-chambers, 
floating with the naufeous efiedts of the intoxi- 
cation of fnoring lacqueys, *nd throwing myfelf 
into my carriage, haftily ordered the amazed 
coachman to drive to the Hptel. 

Provence never dreamed of fitting up for me, 
he therefore got up to undrefs me.— Good God ! 
my Lord, cried he, I thought yoii in the amis 
of the fineft woman in Paris. I fee you pale f 
exhaufted, your looks wild and furious.— Mon- 
fieur Provence, faid I to him in a fullen tone, 
your countrymen are great rogues. — My Lord, 
thejr are to be met with in every country — I have 
the misfortune to meet with none but fuch.-— 

• 

The reafon is, that men of worth muft be 
courted, and they who are not, court us. 

I was furprized at hearing this moral fen- 
timent frotp the mouth of the agent of my 
pleafures. I did not know that the vices of 
dependants are in a great meafure owing to their 
fituation, and that commonly they are copies of 
ourfelves. — My Lord, added he, you muft take 
a little reft : if you deign, to-mqrrow, to give 
me a particular account of your misfortune, I 
will try to find a remedy. — I frowned ; his re- 
flexions feemed to me impertinent, and out of 
feafon.— I went to bed in a gloomy ftupid filence. 

Wheo 
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When my curtains were drawn, I fell a prey to 
regret and difquiet. My imagination wandered 
in fearch of refources to fupply the exigencies of 
the moment. The mines offered me only a 
jdiftant compenfetion. At laft, I forced myfelf 
to ground a hope upon the good offices of the 
Doftor. By help of this illufion, I recovered 
my fpirita fa much, that I even vented a figh fat 
Mademoifelle * # . I was again feized with ipy 
original giddinefs, and taxed myfelf with wcak- 
•aefs for my departure. After thefe excellent re- 
flections I tried to deep, but in vain : it was not 
till day appeared, that (lumber deigned t<? clofe 
inyeyes. 



At DAY 
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. DAY the TWELFTH. 

Prudent e of Doffor * * *. A Retreat which I 

ought to have txpefted. 

TH E cool refle&ion of the morning, prc- 
fented to my mind the true ftate of the 
evening's tranfaftions* accompanied with all its 
horrors. Thefe charming men, and feducing wo- 
men, no longer appeared in my eyes but a par- 
cel of foolilh pick-pofckets, and worthlefs cour- 
tezans. In vain did I attempt to reftore that var- 
niftv by which I had at firft been feduced. My 
fad difafter engrofling my thoughts, the illufion 
fled far away •, — I faw all their bafenefs, and all 
my own folly. 

I fent for the Do&or, who had not been at the 
entertainment ; and I charged my misfortune to 
his abfence j I wifhed for his advice and confp- 
lation. He at laft came.-^-Ah ! my dear friend, 
faid I, I am ruined ! My pocket-book — What ! 
faid he, is it empty ? — Here he was ftruck dumb, 
and flood quite mute, with a frozen look, and 
his eyes glewed to the deling. As he continued 
in profound filence, I do not know added I, to 
what I ihall have recourfe. — My Lord, faid he, 

this 
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this is very unfortunate.— Well, my dear D06* 
I have need of your advice, and afiiftance — Y 
have quite confounded me, but your b«.n& , 
Q * * — I am exceflively vexed that your crcc Vc 
which you have fo unfortunately exhauited, :>'*& 
not upon'* *. We were interrupted by a let<rr 
which was brought me. I faw in Englifh what 
follows : , 

My Lord, 

" My affliction is exceflive ; I regretted ex- 
ceedingly your having left my houfe fo abruptly 
laft night, yet confidering every thing, perhaps 
it was rather fortunate, for you muft have been 
witnefs to an affront which I received, and your 
prefence could have only made it more affe&ing. 
Ah ! my Lord, what a difference between the li- 
berty of this country and yours. Only think, I 
have been found fault with for the ball which I 
gave, and becaufe I permitted "gaming in my 
houfe. Forgive me if I fay that your imprudence 
in fome degree has occafioned me to be thus ex- 
pofed, you are in the number of thofe who are 
faid to have reafon to complain, yet you know 
that every one was left to his own inclination. Con- 
fider, my Lord, what it is for fuch a woman as I 
to be reprimanded. I conjure you do qot come 
here this day, &c." 

A a 2 I have 



06 The ENGLISHMAN'* 

I have in a great meafure forgot this charming 
epiftle, however, I have at lead' given the fpirit 
and fubftance of it. I fhould be afhamed to tran- 
scribe the anfwer which I fent ; I will only fay 
that it was of a piece with that credulity and un- 
fortunate milkinefs which had led me, to fay no- 
thing more, from weaknefs to weaknefs. 

I fent it by one of my people. He found that 
the lady was decamped : She had got into the 
Marquis de # # ' s carriage immediately upon the 
breaking up of the ball, after writing the Adieu, 
which I had juft received. A brutal ignorant 
porter, ftill filled with the fumes of the wine, 
which he had fwailowed the evening before, gave 
this account to my mefienger, who repeated it to 
me without referve. 

Ruined at play, betrayed, or rather tricked 
a fecond time by love, judge what was my rage. 
There did not remain the leaft illufion to divert 
my attention, and the veil which fhould have 
dropt from before my eyes, was torn away by vio- 
lence. 

TheDo&or, with whom I wasengdged at the 
time I received the letter, which I juft now men- 
tioned, difappeared moft expeditioufly, while I 
was writing the anfwer. — When I enquired for 
him, I was told that he had left the hotel — I 

fent 
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fent to his houfe but he was not at home. O my 
exhauftcd pocket-book ! How you change peo- 
ple. 

Left to myfelf I fpent the reft of the day in 
cruel perplexity, till I was worn out with vain 

prpjefts, which, to ward off the calamities, fate 
prefented to my view. 
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An unexpeftei accumulation of Misfortunes— Bitter 
: ViJfrace.--GonfolaHen. — An extraordinary Meet* 

A FTER all the misfortunes which had be- 
***■ fallea me during twelve days residence in 
this capital, I could not expeft that fate had re- 
served difgraces a thoufand times more irkfomc 
for the thirteenth. What had happened hitherto 
was but a prelude to what I was deftined to fuf- 
fer. After every thing had been united which 
could humble my vanity and puniih my impru- 
dence in fecret, the mofl: ijiameful vexations and 
the moft difgraccful affronts were flill to be 
added. 

Having paffed the night in reftlefs agitation, I 
felt fome flinging pains towards morning, which 
being local, the caufe could not be miftaken, and 
the difcovery filled me with the greateft horror. 
Ye young and imprudent travellers, however, lie- 
tie you may have cultivated opera acquaintances, 
ye undoubtedly underftand me ; but more efpe- 
cially if your connexions have been formed by 
♦people whofe profeflion depends upon fores and 
fyellings, you can fcarcely have cfcaped fuch ac- 
cidents. 
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tidents. My blood being put in a ferment by this 
woeful difcovery, was rendered ftill more corro* 
five by the moftoppreffive reflections. I (bed 
teats of anger and diftraCtion, and with horror re- 
collected the execrable * * *. I was plunged in 
an abyfs dug under my feet, by repentance, (hame> 
and defpair, when Mr. Crook, the honeft dealer, 
who had given me credit for the necklace, which 
I had fent to the treacherous Mademoifelle # #, 

was announced. 

My Lord, faid he, in a fmooth tone, I conic 
to receive payment of your Lordfhip's note.— -I 
was aftonifhed at a demand fo unexpected. 
How, faid I, with a faultering voice, and tunn- 
ing pale like a criminal, which the jeweller ob- 
ferving-, — yes* my Lord, faid he, in a more 
fevere manner, I am informed that you are 
going to fet out for England. I am perfuaded, 
that you did not propofe to depart until you had 
fettled with me; I am come, — I fet out for 
England ! there is not the leaft likelihood of it. 
Yes, my Lord, I was informed of it laft night 
from good authority ; there were fo majiy cir- 
cumftances added, when I was made acquainted 
with your intentions, that I thought it prudent 
to be provided againft all events ; but I flxould 
think myfelf much to blame, if I did not behave 
in the mofl unexceptionable manner to your 

Lordfhip; 
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Lordfhip. The decree which I have procured 
is only a form, by way of precaution, becaufe I 
am certain it is very far from y6ur thoughts to 
do me an injury. Your going away in a clandeftine 
manner, is only a chimera of thofe people who 
fcnt me the information. It is very pofliWe, 
that you have reafons to haften your return to 
England, without any intention of carrying off 
the property of a poor tradefman. 

At every word which my doubtful and cau- 
tious creditor pronounced, I was more and more 
thunderftruck. That indignation which fiich 
injurious treatment could not fail to infpire, fuc- 
teeded to my aftonilhment. Circumftanced as I 
-wasj I ought to have reftrained my anger, but 
being provoked by all the misfortunes and infults 
which poured upon me at ence, I forgot that the 
man who is in debt, has pledged his liberty to 
the perfon to whom he is become a debtor ; and 
giving full fcope to my rage, I imprudently 
abufed the man, in whofe power I had put 
myfelf. He replied to my fruitlefs reproaches, 
with threatnings which he did not delay to put 
in execution. The fiery Provence, no lefs pro- 
voked than I was, dfove him with violence out 
of my apartment. 

In the ftruggle the enraged Mr. Crook dropped 
a note out of his pocket, which one of my peuple 

. „ having 
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having picked up, inftandy put it in my hands; 
I opened it, but how great was my aftoniftiment, 
when, in well-known characters, I haftily read 
what follows : 

Sir, 
" The obligations which I owe you, and the 
good underftanding which fhould fubfift between 
us, oblige me to inform you that the young fool 
ruined himfelf laft night at my houfe. He went 
off raging mad, and will infallibly go to his own 
country, without giving notice. It is not enough 
that I get rid of him 5 you likewife ftiould be 
fatisfied. The fudden retreat of his countryman 
two months ago, fhould be a leflbn to you to 
take the neceflary precautions by times. As for 
me, I am going to the country with the little 
Marquis, and, at our return, you and I fhall 
fettle our little matters. Burn this. 9 ' 

Horror and difmay made me let the paper 
drop from my hands. The infernal furies could not 
equal the extafy of my rage: it was fo violent, 
that I was almoft fuffocated. I fent to inquire 
for the Do&or, and my meflenger brought word 
that he too was gone into the country, to pafs 
two or three days with a patient. A patient ! 
cried I, 'tis the only one 5 — the firft fince my 
arrival in Paris : — I penetrate the myftery of this 

B b iniquity. 
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iniquity. Th? villain (hares with the others in 
the booty ! I had not ftrength lufficient to fay 
^ny opore ; — horror, at fuoh a number of trea- 
cheries, plunged me, for a couple of hours, into 
a fituation difficult to defcribe, and when I 
began to recover, I fell into new perplexity* 
My imagination reprefented all the minifters of 
juftice furrounding me, and fet on by the crowd 
of infamous wretches, who had enfnared me into 
this abyfs*. 

There was not a moment to be loft, and h 
was high time to take fome meafures. I lent in 
fearch of my implacable creditor, to tell him 
that he might come and receive payment. My 
xpefienger found him but little inclined to 
return, yet the hope of touching the money 
brought him back. I know, Sir, faid I to him, 
as foon as he entered, it is only thefe villains who 
have robbed me, that could infpire you with thofe 
apprehenfions which made you infult me, but 
that does not fignify, they muft be diffipated. 
I have a deed of confiderable value, which I 
propofe to place in your hands as a fecurity till 
you receive payment. My Lord, laid he, not- 
withftanding the ufage I have to complain o£ 
and preffing demands for money, I (hall ftill 

• The fenfe in the original is here very dubious, but the 
tranilator hopes he ha$ given the meaning* 

think 
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think myfelf happy in being ufeful to you, and 
will give into any meafure that is reafonable* 
Well Sir, replied I, if you are not paid in a 
month, the deed fhall be your own. O, my 
Lord, I only afk what is my due, with the law- 
ful intereft, which is but reafonable. Far be 
from me the tricks of hard unreafonable fouls, 
who get poffeffion of pledges, three and four 
times the value, and the very inftant of for- 
feiture, confifcate them to their own advantage, 

I then took the precious bond for the (hare in 
the mines out of my pocket-book 5 — here Sir^ 
faid I, here is your fecurity^ Aftfer having 
glanced over it, he coldly replied, is this all the 
fecurity you have to give me ? How all ! This 
deed coft me three thoufand louis d'ors, and you 
cannot have it for five thoufand updn the 
'Change. He fmiled with a look of contempt. 
My Lord, I have fome luch as this to iell you 
for fifteen hundred livres, and in eight days 
time they will fetch no price. Good morning 
to you, my Lord, I kifs your hands, my time is 
precious. If your money is ready, fend it to my 
houfe before one o'clock. He then went away* 
1 remained fpeechlefs, and more enraged than 
before i I was ftupified with defpair, which de- 
prived me of all powers of thinking. Fright- 
ened at having made fo great a ftcrifice for 

, B b a nothing f 
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nothing, I waited my misfortune in filence, and 
with a wild infenfibility. 

The fatal hour had but juft ftruck, when I 
was arretted in the king's name. Had thunder 
fallen at my feet, it could not have had a more * 
terrible effect At fight of the bailiffs who fur- 
rounded me, I roared like a lion ; I foamed at 
the mouth, and the tears ftreamed in torrents 
down my cheeks. I was obliged to go, and was 
carried to the Fort FEveque with Provence. Ha- 
ving arrived at an abode, whofe horrors were fo 
new to me, I felt a cold fweat over my whole 
body; — the fight of fuch hideous monfters as 
were before my eyes, with the rioife of twenty 
wickets, which were opened with a rattling din, 
made me ftart moft terribly. Having traverfed 
feveral apartments of this dreadful dwelling, ber 
tween two rows of prifoners, who were attradted 
by curiofity to gaze at me, I came to a gloomy 
retreat, which I was told was the place allotted 
for me ; — I threw myfelf, or rather J fell without 
ftrength, and almofl infenfible, upon a wretched 
truckle bed without furniture, which was Hand- 
ing before me. I continued fobbing and in tear* 
till the evening, without being able to reply to 
the comfort which the diftrefied Provence em- 
ployed to raife my exhaufted fpirits. I refufecj 
every kind of nourilhment ;— I was fo over- 
whelmed, 
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whelmed, that if the ftinging pains which avenged 
infulted modefty had not, from time to time, 
revived a difagreeable recolleftion of my hateful 
exiftence, my deje&ion would have been like 
death itfelf. 

About 4ix o'clock in the evening, the horrid 
noife of keys rattling, interrupted that filence 
whicK reigns under the hideous vaults of this 
frightful abode. My door was opened, but 
what was my fhame and confufion, when I faw 
the Chevalier ** and Bouillac. At fight of 
them, I quickly turned my head, and with my 
hands endeavoured to hide my face, while my 
tears .flowed with double violence, and my 
diftra&ed foul was ready to expire. Wherefore 
this affli&ion ? faid the Chevalier * * in the 
moft gentle manner, we are your friends, and 
come here only to oblige you. The report of 
the infult which you have fuffered, has reached' 
us; we have not hefitated a moment; — do us 
the favour, my Lord, to accept our good offices, 
in u return for the confidence which we requefl:. 
I have brought Bouillac with me, becaufe I am 
certain that his good heart will engage him to 
fcrve you with his wonted activity. 

I call a melancholy look towards them ; — an 
emotion of melting gratitude made me lay hold 
of the Cheyalier **'s hand; but, feized with 

fhame 
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fiiftme and cOnfufion, I inftantly let it go, and 
funk again upon the bed. Courage, my dear 
friend, laid he, youth may be guilty of fomc 
follies, but our friends fliould be permitted to 
extricate us. Explain yourfelf openly, without 
which we can do nothing. A little encouraged 
by thefe expreffions* I recovefed ftrength, while 
I was interrupted by fighs and tears* to explain 
the circumftances and caufe of my fcnguifti. 
There is not in all this fufficient cauie for futik 
deep affli&ion, faid BoU iliac j Wfc ffrall defer t6 
another opportunity* making fuch reflections ak 
your Titration might produce, but at prefent, we 
muft think of getting yoU out of this dreary, 
abode. Your banker muft be made acquainted 
with your neceffities* and thefpeedy coiifuttiptiott 
of the credit which you had upon him, may be 
fupplied by his confidence in us. I am forty, 
faid the Chevalier ##» that I cannot get you 
releafed before to-morrow morning, but we muft 
endeavour, for this night, to procure all thfc 
comfort and conveniences, which can be eoW 
le&ed in fo fhort a time, and in fuch a pjale* 
Take courage, I leave you tha$ I may be errn 
ployed to abridge your confinement j and going 
away, he left Bouillac with me, whetfe tender 
and indulgent friendlhip entirely cured my 
defpaif, and, by calm reflections prepared ta 

amend 
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amend thofe faults for which I blufhed moft fin- 
cercly.— rThc keeper of the prifon did not delay, 
t>ut made me walk into a more convenient and 
decent apartment. After making me take fomfc 
flight nourilhment, the Chevalier Bouillac bo- 
dewed with my grateful tears, quitted me with 
watery eyes. 

I began to breathe.— Like an unfortunate 
wretch dragged from the bottom of a deep river 
^nd gradually reftored to life by draining qJF the 
Suffocating fluid, my foul began to furmount her 
forrows. I grew drowfy from fatigue, notwith- 
ftandingthe acute pains with which my body w& 
afflifted. 

After my mind was reftored to peace, I fliould 
have given myfelf up to fleep, if Provence had 
not announced the vifit of two prifoners, who were 
anxious to fee me. It was my Lord M . . , and 
M. P . . . ; he had fcarce time to 4 tell their names, 
when without waiting any anfwer, they entered 
almoft as fbon as he did. Well, my dear coun- 
tryman* (aid my Lord M . , ., by what unhappy 
accident do we find you in our company. As to 
me, I am fenior of the houie, and become as good ■ 
a philofopher as Seneca \ — a wife man ryay find 
happi&efs every where. I live like a king, and 
don't care a fig for the fcoundrels who had me con- 
fined, and I would rather continue an age in this 

place, 

9 ^ ^ 



* o a » p 



i 9 2 The ENGLISHMAN'S 

place, than pay them a (ingle halfpenny* As for 
poor P . . . here, his ftoicifm is not yqt arrived 
at fuch a pitch as to fancy this curfed Caucasus, 
to be Olympus. He fomeumes laments his fitua- 
tion, but when he is fo chiidifh, with good wine 
iand punch, and fome pretty girls who come to 
help us to philofophife, I bring him into good 
humour, and teach him to bid defiance to mis- 
fortunes. 

I hearkened with furprife to a difcourfe which 
muft appear very extraordinary in the mouth of 
the perfon who fpoke it ; but without giving me 
time, to anfwer, he added, this day is a feftival 
with us, if you pleafe you muft be chearful ;— 
melancholy has never kept her ground in my pre- 
fence ; if fhe does, you will be the firft into whom 
my advice and example has failed to infpire at 
one and the fame time the inflexibility of Epic- 
tetus, and the gaiety of Democritus. Come my 
dear Lord, I want to fhew you fome philofophers 
of my fchool, we have a great number of good 
company here, and many of them more honeft 
than thofe who keep them confined. 

I would gladly have been excufed, but they 
would not admit of any apology, and I was obli- 
ged to let myfelf be dragged into Lord M . . /$ 
apartment. There was an excellent fupper, and 
the bcft company of the fort VEveque. I could 

make 
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make but a lorry figure at. this, entertainment.— ~ 
•They vainly attempted to roufe me from my fi- 
lence. — Thereis a cuftom eftabfifhed among us* 
faid Lord M . . . ; after fupper*: which is, that 
every new comer (ball make a candid confeffion 
of the caufes which have procured to us the plea* 
fure of feeing him ; and to encourage, him ,■ every 
one in his turn, gives him a genuine hiftory of 
their difgrace •, it is by this early confeffion that 
we know one another * therefore my-dear Lord* 
prepare to -give yours, and in the mean time 
liftentomine f «V: \ • . 

j Women, $ine* play, knaves aftd pick-ppo 
kets, in bands, japcj in feathers, but chiefly a phy- 
fician, whom our countrymen frequently quote 
in fimilar fituatio ns, and laftly my oWn follies* 
have all co-operated to clap upon me this ftone 
doublet-, but„the ill defigning, people who were 
the caufe of my, Ijeing foifted up- k this place* 
will have their pains for their troftbJCi' Thanks 
to my phikfophy, I enjoy a good fltfte of health, 
and I hope to tire their patience;— rlt is your turn 
now friend P . . . . ;> tell us your ftory without 
bluftiing or flinching. 

Myluftory, my t-ord, turns upon the fame 
points nearly with what you have :. already 
heard, and the like T caufes have . brought me 
iqta this piifiift^ but the great; phyfician has 

•- " ' C c aded 
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*£ttd a more diftinguilhed patt in my adventures, 
I can fcarely relate my affairs ab aw, without 
affixing his name to the title. You muft know, 
IJheti, that I had been but eight days in Paris 
when I had the misfortune to get acquainted with 
the J)o&or. I was fpur*d on a little by the demon 
pf the flelh, and vainly Mowed the coal from a 
ridiculous dcfire of being the ftibjeft of conl 
Verfation. The moft officious Do&or difcovcred 
for mc a pretended innocent, who was under the 
wing of the deareft of all mammas. I purchafcd, 
and paid like a Lord for firft fruits, which 
perhaps, had b^en already Told the hundredth 
time ; but I was irot long before I difcovered the 
impofition. Provoked at being tricked, I wifhed 
to retraA certain engagements which I had come 
under to the fGppefed mother;- but the cautious 
cunning hag, well verfed in the pra&ice, and per- 
fectly acquainted with the ftyle of the notary, had 
given them a form, to which t\6 reply could be 
made but by payment; but I would not pay; 
and was therefore brought to this place of re- 
flexion, whera I contend the matter by the help 
of an attorney, who knows the law with all its 
windings and turnings. My fuit is quite plain. 
By the anecdotes of the life of the little Made- 
moifelle I...,., which I have been able to 
colled from more than one Br^——!, J prove 

that 



POi.TNIGHT. 195 

that I did not receive value, which of courfe 
renders null my engagements. I go ftill farther 
eft error perfttue, for the worthy Madam I . ♦ . , . 
promifed to 'deliver me her daughter, and her 
daughter new and chafte as Diana : but fhe de- 
livered the daughter of a mean washerwoman, in 
die neighbourhood of the Boulevard, where vir- 
ginity never yet inhabited. You fee, my Lord, 
my caufe is a good one, but neverthelefs I am 
(hut up here by the interpofition of five or fix 
Fripiers*, whom the good lady has employed* 
If it had not been for my Lord M . • • • , I fhould 
have given up to filly defpair, and perhaps have 
thrown that money into the laps of my perfe- 
cutors, which I hope to m^ke them purchafe, 
by going through all the fifttngs of the Police; 
befides, you fee we live a jolly life here.— Your 
health, my Lord, I am glad to fee you in this 
place. 

All the guefts, by turns, entertained me with, 
the recital of their hiftories, which were much 
like thofe already told, and at faft h came to my 
turn. My Lord M . . . . . and M. P • • • , faid I» 
have imputed their difgrace to the faculty. It 
is to the i#ftigation$ of the fame man, that I am 
indebted for the fturae and difgrace of having 

* Frifitrs are people who fell fecond-hand cloaths* 
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been guilty of more follies in ten or twelve days, 1 
and haying been a greater dupe in that fhort 
time, than* they have been in whole years. I 
gave them the particulars of what happened . to 
jne during my refidence, and when I had done, 
comfort yourfelf, faid P . . . . , you are not the 
only man whom he has led into a fcrape, and 
probably, you will not be the laft, — Thank God, 
however, that things have turned out in this 
manner. He has been the caufe of your pains, 
and that is bad enough, but it would have been 
much worfe with you, if he had undertaken to 
cpre them. 

They would have had me Ipend the reft of the 
night in their company, apd it was yrith difficulty 
that I could prevail with my Lord M . . ; . to let 
me go to take a little reft, that I might be able 
to fettle my affairs next morning ! How ! fettle, 
faid he, you are going to leave u$ very foon 
then ? My Lord, replied I, I have not much 
philofophy, and I poffefs a handfome fortune— 1 
had rather facrifice my money, and prefervc a 

• • • , 

ftrength of mind, of which I am obliged to be 
an oeconomift for a better purpofe ; befides, the 
air of this place, however agreeable your good 
company might make it, does not fuit with my 
prefect ftate of health. Adieu then, my dpar 
Lord, get well, and begin again, that you may 

return 
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return to us as foon as you can ; it is an even bet 
that you will find me here ready to receive you. 

I retired quite opprefled and worn out with 
pain, bqt could not enjoy any quiet deep for the 
acute torments caufeji by the infe&ioij with 
which I had been feized, and horrid ftartings out 
of frightful dreams that my brain was ^filled 
with by the hideoufhefc of the place 31$ the 
idifagreeable occafion f 
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Another Ccnverjon which followed mine — The Story 
c/MonJieur Provence.— My getting out of Prifoa. 
m~JMfy Refetutions. 

ACROSS the faffacating heaps bf fconfes, 
clofely crouded together, wfrich furrocmd 
the Fort VEveque* Aurora, who makes her 
appearance later here than to the reft of 
Paris, being more lazy than me* found I 
was^awake, when Ihc darted her firft rays be- 
tween the iron bars which lecured my window* 
I had, been employed above an hour, in rcfle&mg 
Within myfelf, and bluftiing at the thoughts of 
the palpable artifices to which I had been a dupe. 
Indignation and rage had fiibfided, and nothing 
remained but that kind of felf-contempt which 
is fo near a-kin to a fincere purpofe of amend- 
ment. In thefe firft moments of my returning 
reafon, I addreffed myfelf to heaven, in ex- 
preffions of thankf ulnefs, even for thofe pains 
which were the fad and fhameful fruit of guilty 
and deceitful pleafures. 

I confidered more particularly, the fupple, 
crawling meannefs, of that bafe contemptible 
wretch who had led me into thofe crooked paths* 

fcattered 
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Icattered with flowers j by which I arrived' at 
vice and deep difiionour. 

Provence was fnoring- foundly upbn a bed 
which had been prepared for him in my chamber, 
and naturally became the fubjeft of my 1 db- 
fervations 5 I had the juftice to fee nothing in 

this domeftic, but the unconcerned and Tub- 
ordinate toinifter of my defires, whether tepejing 
to gootf or evil. Wretched effeQ: of fervitude^ 
faid I to myfelf, which makes us become worth- 
!efs, thctUgh perhapis we are not corrupted! t 
drew an accurate parallel "between bale and fob)- 
miffive obedience, ' and the fyffiematical fubtilty 
of a man, whofe free and elevated rank of fife, 
Ihould ejcaW his foul above the meanriefs. to 
which fervitude is obliged to fubmit. Seeing 
both the one and the other with a caduceus in 
their hands, 1 could by no means pardon^ the 
faft, While an indulgence which appeared reifon- 
able, inclined me to excufe the other, 

I w& refolved, however; to waken my in- 
genious valet-de-ehambre. As he had been ad 
accomplice m my follies, I was willing to con- 
vert him as at firft ftep to my own converfibn.— 
I called 1 him. — Mortfieur Provence, faid I, after 
what has happened, I ought to difmifs you frorii 
my fervice. , By the Contemptible c piece of 
bufinefs which you tranfa&ed for me with fo 

much 
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touch ikill, you contributed to hqrry me over 
the precipice. This alone would be fufficient 
reafop for; my parting from you, hut I am 
willing to forget the manner by which you affifted 
in leading my youth aftray, becaufe I dare to 
flatter myfelf, that you will adopt the fenfible 
and honeft condud in future, which I am rc- 
folved to purfue with all who fhall approach me. 
—My Lord, faid he, in that rank where my un- 
happy circumftances placed me, I thought 1 
©\jrecf the moft perfect fubmiflion to your orders* 
l)ut at the fame time J muft beg your Lprdfliip 
will do, me the favour to believe, that it was 
with^b fmall regret 1 , faw you give yourfelf up 
with'fuch unbounded defires to all the irre- 
gularities into whicli you was hurried, but it was 
not my bufinefs to advife you, elpecially at a 
time wKen my aclvice would probably have been 
But ilfrecefived. I cbnfcfs with forrow^, that I 

aaed the part df the dog who carried his mailer's 

• •► .. ~* .,..■• . .... 

dinner on. his neck. Not being able to fave it 
from the creedinefs of thofe who came round me. 
I took my (hare. I depend upon your Lord- 
ihip's juftice, however, to diftinguifh between a 
poor fervant, who oheys the orders he receives* 
and the dangerous ihamelefs villain, who lays 
the fnare, and brings about the oppprtuity. 

— Monfieur 
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Monfieur Provence, I parddn yon upon con* 
dition, that from henceforth your honefty fhall 
equal yoirr rhetoric.-^ly Lord, I Ihould be 
ekceffivily happy never to execute any of your 
orders, But'fbeh as will do you honour. I tiaVe 
riot profited! by fcampering over the world. My 
fituation has debafed me, but I fometimes re- 
coiled the principles of my youth and education. 
<■ — How, faid I, your education f Yes, my edu- 
cation 1 ; itwas very good, and I ought to hare 
made a better ufe of it. If the recital of the 
adventures of fudi a poor devil is wo^th your 
notice, you will fee, my Lord, that I ftray ed in 
juft fuch paths as thofe in which your Lordfhip 
had like to have ruined yourfelf; and, that I 
ifcay have particular reafons for lamenting the 
excels 6f the laft error, in which you was un- 
fortunately invplved. In the courfe of my'acU 
ventures, fatal, experience has convinced me* 
how T dangeroos it is for a fervant to remonjlr^tp 
with* his mafter: feriiale vepgeance ha? gotten 
upon iny b^ck that never to be forgotten leflRnu 
Prefumtnot* to fay y aig thing to your faptrior* ktft 
what tJ?$ wiJb-Jo bepr. I tjejjtjfied fome : jC$rio6ty 
to hpa^bte JWtoijf bepaufe,J wifhed tpvkn<>iy 
what adventure, . of Hjs, cpijld h^ve , mj con* 
pedtipq with the unhappy coijrfe <tf $ vepts fa 

Dd which 



202 The ENGLISHMAN'S 



^ 



flrhich I had been engaged. . He began nearly as 
, follows : • •.'..•, 

, . . - ^ ... 

; I was born at Riez,, of very worthy parents.; 

^— my father was a judge lateral, and my, mQther 
the daughter of a citizen, in cafy circumftanceis, 
of Marfeilles : I am', an only fon, having but one 
filter, who is at prefent happily fettled *t Firqus. 
At the death of my parents, I might have looked 
for a fucceffion of about twenty thoufand crowns, 

,and, ,If my wapdejripg difpofition ,tad;permitted 
me to njake a gpod ufe of this little fortune, I 
might have been at this time a creditable citizen 
ingood circumftances. ahd hav v e ; promifed myfelf 

fome, coiirf of jud.iwtjir^ :, but warm gV'ffions, rai^ 
a libertine fpVir, t nude me fly m.S# all rcafon,- 
abletjounds, an'^dcft^ 
I ftudied at. the college'bf Marfeilles. .and in all 
the tragedies which were .played ; bjr|he fchplars, 
1 excelled, ^his 'little fuccefs inspired me witk 
^^age^ddite^tt) ^yp6n the^agei ; I 'ran 
^i^bne^day ftom ttfe^oardin^houfe to Ileal 
to'AeTJKatrej^d'l was delighted with every 
tffirfgl^tw there;; Amb^otfier thtngs^ I was , 
tfroft ferifibly aflfe6ted with tfie : figure and per- 
forhfarice *of -a yfeurig afl?refv whofe eyes fpolce 
rtfifchK ifiote ^o^d^tly <lftan tht>£ * 'of ttiy pro- 
fti»r.- Before- the pftcc fi was fiiiifhed, I found 

myfelf 
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myfelf at once fired with the love of Made-^ 
moifelle Vi&oire, and enfnared by the theatrical 
daemon. From that inftant, I was refolved to 
make my efcape from college, and I watched 
the favourable opportunity to put my defign in 
execution. I was informed by fome of our day- 
fcholars, who frequented the play-houfe at the 
tide of a whipping, that the company was about 
to leave Marfeilles, to go and perform at Aix. 
So foon as I knew that they were on the road, I 
made my efcape and joined them. My figure 
had the good fortune to pleafe the manager, land: 
had no lefs eflfed: upon Mademoifelle Vidtoire, 
who had a confiderable influence with him, as? 
well as the reft of the company, to whom her 
beauty and talents were very ufeful. I was ad- 
mitted into the company. I will not tire your 
Lordlhip with the particulars of my life as a 
comedian : it is fufficient to fay, that for two 
years, I trod the ftage in all the country towns, 
aid gave into all the debaucheries which com- 
monly diftinguifh the wandering lives of "ftrol-i 
lers. * 

Being at laft tired of rambling, I was refolved 
to go and try ttiy fortune at Paris, as I durft not 
return to my relations in whofe eyes the profeffion 
of a mountebank had made my elopement inex- 
cufable. ?y being on the ftage, where Ihad 

D d 2 often 



«>4 The ENGLISHMAN'S 

often confronted the hifies of the audience I ac- 
quired an affurance and intrepidity of countenance 
which is not to be attained elfe where.— I vtvy foot* 
made a great number of cofFee-houfe acquaint- 
^nce, and among the reft that of a little hump* 
backed Italian prieft, who lived by teaching the 
language of his country and felling antiques. This 
ipan was well acquainted with the refources to h$ 
found in a capita}, and the different difguifes 
^hich are the moft propitious to the djligpjnt. Hf . 
adviied me to affume the chara&er of Abbe, and 
offer my fervices as a tutor. You are a hand* 
fome young fellow, faid he, and ifi this drefc, you 
cannot fail to plpafe fopie reafofl&We woman who 
w ill put her fon i under your cafe, and without ap- 
prehending /any bad confequences* may adjuft mat* 
ters with you. K[e took upon hirr^felf to find fucb 
a plaice for me. You cannot imagine, laid he, 
wh# refources th? little bajid affords us, for wit^ 
it, y$ $et admiffion every where, and it is the 
*afy aexefs it procgres, which enables me to be 
of u£e to you on the prefent occafion y unhappily 
jby being obliged to live by one's wits, we muft a& 
fcoje the drefs which c^rrie? oyr pojns the fooncft, 
and under which syp are beft concealed. :, 

tfi about Jour ty% after this, difpourfe, my 
Italian came in qjjpft of me. I have focceeded 
fbr^pu, ftidhe, an^ jpji a# to.gp upon.my re- 
commendation 
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commendation to tlie houfc of Madam * *, who 
is the wife of a coupfellor. This couple have an 
only fon who is to be your pupiL Mr. * * is a 
man of tbreefcqre that idolizes his ion, and leaves 
his wife to her own difcrcfion. You will have 
very little to do with him,. The defire of having 
an heir made him marry Madam # * about ten 
years ago, when {he was about twenty, Satis* 
Jfed if he 'could have pofterity, nothing with re- 
gard to the conduit of his wife, except an indif- 
creet difcovery, could fhock him, and fince fhe 
was not equal to the cares of domeftic oeconomy, 
he confented that (he fhould give it in charge to 
fome other perfon, but this is a liberty which his 
4ear half indulges only with referve and dignity. 
At thirty years of age (his woman has all the fer- 
vour of a warm confutation, and tutor of your 
age and figure, under this habit, which is the 
emblem of difcretion, cannot fail to be agreeable 
to her/ IVJeet me at five o'clock at the Place- 
Reyalt) and you (hall be immediately introdu- 
ced. 

I was exaft to a minute at the rendezvous, and 
tiba? evening was introduced at the counfellor's. 
Madam examined me from head to foot, and af- 
ter skflcing a few trivial queftions, I was accepted. 
I did not delay in getting myfelf inftalled in this 
hpufe ^nd fpQn obferyed that the care which was 

expected 
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expe&ed in the education of my pupil, was the. 
le&ft laborious part of my employment. The 
Mamma was frefh and relifhing, and if I had been . 
reaibnable enough to be fatisfied with the domefc 
tic employments^ which fhe provided, I might 
have lived a long time happy in this family, and 
waited in peace for the inheritance of my parents 
who were provoked at my foolifli efcape from 
Marfeilles; but my libertine temper came to de- 
ftroy my happinefs. 

We lived on the marfh, and there was a laun- 
drefe of the Fauxburg St. Antoine that wafhed for 
the family, who never 4 came to the fcoufe without 
being accompanied by a little brunette about four- 
teen. Notwithftanding the little care which this 
child took of her charms, my roguilh knowing 
eye foon difcovered a lovely countenance, and 
more efpecially a certain amorous look, which, 
in the, temper I was of at that time, I could not 
yithftand. For fome time I fought to have a lit- 
tle chat with this chick; and our intimacy was 
pretty far advanced. One day (he happened to 
be in my apartment, -helping me to tumble a pair 
of Iheets which fhe came there in fearqh of, when 
the miftrefs of the houfe entered abruptly, and 
looked upon this a&ion as a dorneftic robbery, 
which fhe probably regretted more than every 

,.....,,. v :;-... other 
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other kind of .theft which I could hfive c^n>if r 

ted - • ' * • — ; 

. . < *-' «- •■* «-# ■«» * * . . 

Thinks, to ,rthe lady's amorous conftitution, .1 
made my peace th^t very night by, making her 
amends with ulufy i but the little laundrefs never 
appeared again; JL.qve is ve/;y obftinate and mik 
chievous, and the more a thing is forbidden. us. 
the/ ftronger is Vur inclination. . The little girl 
was ri vetted ifi my heart, and my only thoughts 
were hpw t;o find the means of feeing her again, 
and fecuring her in my pofleflion. My falary as 
tutor was very genteel, and with other views my 
patronefs provided mod amply for all my wants \ 
I had like wife, confiderable . perquifites, ahd no 
opportunity was let flip of making pie fonte pre„ 
fent. . GriNew YeaPs-Day and every other 31191- 
verfary, l.^s fure to get fomething. Wlchfo 
many resources, I conceived the project of hiring 
lodgings for TWrefa, and I very Toon put it in 
executibrj.' --'"■ * 

» •■ * * * * 1 * ^ 

*'. During- a whole month, 1 quietly enjoyed the 
fweets 'of" this clandeftine union.' Madam *"*' 
could not but be fenfible of tfi£ void in hbr plea- 
furesf, which was a neceflary co'nfequence, J Kut I 
concealed the caiife by^ feigning indifpofiuonl 
Far frpm fufpeding any thing, the good lad; em? 
ployed the mdft delicate care and attention^ {pe«fc 
ily to repair the injury which fuch precious Thealth 

had 
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tad fuftaincd, but at length, fortune was refolv- 
cd to deftroy my happinefs, I could not find a 
retreat for Thetefa, but ia fome Tioiife where a 
rigid enquiry was;notto be made, and to whkh'thc 
Officers of the police cortfequentty fome.times dK- 
rtfted their attention. I went there every day to- 
wards the evening oil different pretences, which 

the indulgent credulity of tji'e amorous Madam^ 

— . .....»■ , , . 

*** presented her frotfc fathoming. The rude 
bffieers; of the police love dearly to lay hold of 
an Abbe, and by watchtng my motions, they 
furprized me in the arms of my Dulcine^. I re- 
filled,' which occafioned fome difturbance, and 
jfbr my pains I had the mortification to be fent to 
B . . . . / The mpther of my pupil bfcing alarm, 
ed, no doubt, at not feeing me return, applied for 
information to the Lieutenant of the Police* 
'where it was not difficult to find the clew to fuch 
adventures as mine. The fcandalous cirpum T 
ftanqes whi^ch accompanied this? fecoad infidelity, 
appeared to her unpardonable j (he would neither 
fee me, nor afford me her proteftion. 

After fifteen days correction in B 1 was 

fet at liberty. I immediately went to T payjittl^ 
Italian Abbe, where I received a moft feverip and 
J^nfible reproof. He was charged with the care 

<^f Veftoring whatever belonged to me, with fom$ 

*"'■>'' ... - - * 

louis- 
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louis-cTor, which the lady's dnger did not hinder 
her gratitude from adding to the fees of my 
fmall falary, 

AH this difgrace did not extinguifti my ex- 
travagant love. My firft care then was to trace 
my dear Therefa, but I was a great while before 
I could get any intelligence. She likewife had 
been obliged to make a retreat, but as (he was 
young and handfome, one of the adminiftrators 
took compaflion on her, for having paid the 
ufual fee to the holy man, her captivity was foon 
at an end, when fhe took care to find fhelter for 
her charms with one of thefe obliging women 
who are ufed to entertain, young girls that have 
unfortunately been forfaken, 

Therefa was fo young and tempting, in fpite of 
the misfortune that had juft happened to her, 
that Madam G. . . was refolved to fet her to 
rights again, in the hopes of profiting ac- 
cordingly. Her virginity being reftored by a 
wonderful fecret with which the matron was ac- 
quainted, (he had no difficulty in finding a cre- 
dulous cuftomer who could pay well. This 
flower was offered to the Marquis D m # , who 
being delighted with his good fortune, very 
foon exalted his prize to the haughty rank of 
the firft Laifes* in Paris. 

* Lais was a famous courtezan of Corinth. 

Ee On« 
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One day when I was taking a walk upon the 
Boulevard to divert melancholy thoughts, I per-? 
ceived a face in a magnificent carriage, whofe 
features occafioned fuch aftonifliment, as to de- 
prive me of all my fenfes. They were nfc> lefs 
than thofe of Therefa. I was rcfolved $t any 
rate to accoft her, and profiting by my meagre, 
worn-out appearance, I drew near to her car^ 
riage with my hat in my hand, and in the 
humble pofture of an unhappy fuppliant ; — my 
fair Princefs, faid I, have compaffion upon a 
poor young man out of employment, who has 
not a penny to carry him home to his own 
country. Mademoife] 1 ^ ##, (for the humble 
name of Therefa had vaniflied) with an air of 
arrogance and incredible prefence of mind, dropt 
a piece of money into my hat, and then turning 
her head, without any emotion, refumed the 
converfation with fome Petit-Maitres, who eager- 
ly preffed forward to the oppofite door of her 
carriage. Here, with aftonifliment, I inter- 
rupted the recital of my valet-de-chambre. How T 
was this wretch known to you when I fent you 
jo her? Yes, my Lord, but I had no defire 
to remind her of my former good fortune * and 
I durft (till lefs mention it to you for a reafon 
which you (hall hear. 

I did not know then, obscure as the 
origin and beginning of a courtezan may be, 

how 
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how rapidly the torrent of profperity leads to 
tforgetfulnefs, fo that frofn one day to another 
. chey have not the leaft recollection of what is 
pad, and fuddenly become as infolent as The- 
refa. Neither did I know how ufelefs or dan- 
gerous it is to attempt to undeceive a Petit- 
Maitre, who prides himfelf in the thoughts of 
being the firft acquaintance of thefe creatures: 
but I learnt it at my coft. 

The thirft of vengeance for the infolent con- 
tempt with which, I had been treated, preyed 
upon my heart, and I was determined to fatisfy 
it. My imagination was exhaufted, in ftudying 
the means of getting into her houfe - y but having 
got into intimacy with the fervants of the Mar- 
quis, I was informed that he wanted a running 
footman. Being nimble and well-made, I was 
refolved to go and offer my fervices, and I wals 
accordingly engaged. I waited with great im- 
patience for that moment in which my matter 
fhould employ me on fome meflage to my falfe 
one, and on the very day that I entered into his 
fervice I had that fatisfadtion. More fwift than 
an arrow from a bow, I flew to the place wherfc 
I expedted to make an ungrateful wretch blufli 
for her perfidy. Poor fool that I was J I did not 
know that it is as eafy to make a river flow back 
to its fource, as to dilconcert a courtezan. I 
wanted to expofe her, but fhe laughed at me ;*-* 

E e 2 I en^ 



3*4 The ENGLISHMAN'S 

been tricked by the treacherous knave, who had 
cajoled me in the evening, but there was no pof- 
fibility of protecting myfelf, and I was obliged 
to march. 

I carried a mufket for three years, and at the 
end of that period, having the happinefs to fave 
Sir Charles from a danger which threatened his 
life, that worthy, gentleman purchafed my dif- 
charge. I went over with him to England, and 
becaufe of my good behaviour, he placed me 
about your perfon. I beg your Lordlhip's 
pardon for having let myfelf be drawn into the 
fame path which I faw you entering, but it did 
not belong to me to remonftrate, and I have al- 
ready had the honour to tell you, that in the de- 
lirium which then pofTefled you, you would have 
taken my advice, in as bad part as did the Marquis 
who was more undeceived than you would have 
been, in regard to whores, gamblers, and more 
particularly phyficians. I {hall find no difficulty in 
jefolving to ferve you faithfully, and I hope by 
the teftimony which you will be enabled to give 
of me, added to that of your uncle, Sir Charles, 
} (hall accomplifh a reconciliation with my un- 
happy parents, to whom I have been a caufe of 
fo much vexation. 

The conclufion of poor Provence's ftory affedk- 
ed me exceffively. How! faid I *o myfelf, 

fhall 
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lhall a man, who has been a (trolling player, a 
difguifed Abbe, a diffolute rake and mean Have, 
retain in his heart, the precious feeds of what is 
good arid worthy ; while another man, who is 
placed in an independant rank of life, who, by 
his ufefuj knowledge, ought to aim at the 
world's good opinion, prefers a vicious life 
without compulfion! Is it from nature that we 
are fo perverfe ? If we were to fix our eyes only 
Upon one part, we fhould daily fee fuch odious 
examples as would incline us to that opinion. 

It was about ten o'clock in the morning when 
Bouillac entered the prifon. He told me that 
my banker would be anfwerable for all the 
debts which I had contracted, and that they were 
endeavouring to prevent my being the dupe of 
the knavifti plot which was formed by Mr, 
Crook and Mademoiielle * * . There is another 
perfon likewife fufpedted of having a hand in it* 
but after all, that is the lead injury which they 
could have done you. Bouillac, in the next 
place, fpoke in the moft delicate manner of the 
change in my ftate of health, but it was in vain, 
for I could not prevail with myfelf to make any 
confeflion upon that fubjeft. 

After having drawn up a late of my debts and 
my wants, and made a compleat arrangement 
with Mfr. G . . . . , Bouillac and the banker car. 

ried 
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ried me back to my apartment in the iotcl 
deP.R. 

. Aih^rriedof my conduft and the'ftate of my: 
health, I formed a very ftrange refolution, and; 
ordered Provence to prepare every thing for our 
fetting out to-morrow for Calais* My Lord, 
faid he, do yoir really propofe going ? Ycs 9 re- 
plied T, mod ferioufly ; the air of this Gountry is 
'poifbned, and I neither have restfbn * nor re- 
iplution to fhun the contagion.'; — Bur, at leaft* 
my Lord, you mufl take time to .„;. No, 
faid ? I haftily, I have nothing to do here, and 
nothing fhal! detain qae,J whereas in England, I 
muft endeavour* to recover the efteem of Si r 
Charles, By the cortfeffion of my unpardonable 
extravagance, I may convince him of my 
penitence, without which life and health are 
nothing/ 

I will pofitively go, andfwear never to fet foot, 
in Paris, until fome more years ov£r my head, I 
learn to fee and aft like a rational being,- — I fee, 
my Lord, I muft-qbey, and he let to work im- 
mediately. V- ; ;* : ; 
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Wifi Reflexions ttpcn an imperfeft Law*—* Aft 

Departure. ^ 

PROVENCE had executed my orders ; rift 
trunks were packed and fixed upon my 
carriage, when the Chevalier Bouillac came to 
wait upon ine. In eroding the court, he had 
obferved all t&efe preparations. What does all 
this mean, my Lord, are you going to leave us $ 
Muft your real friends, fuffer for the juft indig- 
nation with which you have been infpired by the 
doubtful characters you have met ? At leaft, let 
me beg of you to be fo juft as to give ypyrfelf 
time to get acquainted with fomc others $ and I 
dare fay you will refpedt them. 

I anfwered the Chevalier, by acquainting hinj 
with particular reafons which made me anxious 
to be the £rft who fliould give Sir Charles an 
account of the follies which I had committed* 
but I took care to mention nothing of any phy- 
fical obftacle to my departure, of Which hemight; 
have taken the advantage to prevail with me ta 
defer my journey. 

Ff Ipjeaded 
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I pleaded nothing but moral motives, and 
Boujl&c confirmed them by fage refle&ions. 
You will allow, my Lord, faid he, that it is a 
Jhameful offence to give up a young man fo early 
in life, With all the fire of youth, and fufceptiblc 
%o every impreffion;* entirely to his own manage^ 
ment; I am aftonifhed to fee fo m^ny in-, 
ftances of it, from a nation fo underftanding at 
the Englifti. The error is dill greater in exciting 
and providing for his indifcretiQn, by putting the 
means of perpetrating fuch eminent follies in his 
power, by a law which makes him fo foon of age. 
It is between the age of twenty-one and twentyr 
five, that fo many young Engliflimen, by being too 
foon mailers of their fortunes, deftroy their 
healths, and confume their patrimony in France; 
and in a manner almoft always equally ridiculous 
and fcandalous. By deferring that period till 
the age of twenty-five, what a number of extra- 
vagant follies would be prevented J At that time 
of life, the difference of one lujirum makes a very 
great alteration in oyr reafon. If a calculation 
was to be made of thofe, who, by being too 
fpon mafters of themfelves and fortunes, have 
r un to ruin, we would fee that it is to that 
caufe alone almoft all thefe misfortunes are to 
be afcribed. Your Lordfliip will no doubt 
make a figure one day m the Britifh feaate, and 

I hope 
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J hope your patriotifm will be diftinguilhed, by 
propofing fo ufeful a law, as fhall put a barrier 
of fome more years of maturity between youth 
and folly. 

I was a ftriking proof of the truth of the 
Chevalier's ideas, and too well convinced in my 
own mind, not to reafon in the fame manner* 
and from my own experience. — People in 
France may be difpleafed with me for talking 
fuch language, as the bread of a number of the 
moft induftrious citizens in this capital depends 
upon this Englilh frenzy. More than one 
ceconomift has made a good fortune from the 
money circulated by them, and I have heard it 
aflerted twenty times, that an Opera girl pro- 
cures as much by the prodigalities which are 
laviflied upon her by your young noblemen, 
than by the exportation of a whole manufa&urc. 
This manner of bringing Britifli gold into France, 
makes no part of my fyftem ; I own to you, my 
Lord, that I would rather put an end to the 
Droit tfAubaine** and then your old men would 
not be afraid to come and end their days in this 
country. They would rather prolong their lives, 
by breathing the pure air of our provinces. I 
believe, begging pardon of the calculators of the 

# The droit d'aubaine is a law, by which the property of 
foreigners, dying in France, becomes efcheated. 
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Ladies aflemblies, that they would be ftiuch 
greater gainers by prolonging your lives, than 
by hurrying you in a fhort time to ruin ; how- 
ever, I hope that with fo good a difpofition as 
yours, there will be no occafion for the pro- 
pofed law to reftore you to thofe friends you 
leave behind in this country; 

The Chevalier Bouillac then told me, it would 
be proper that I fhould afk the Count de #####, 
and his friend the Chevalier ## , if they had any 
commands to England. 1 followed his advice 
with the heartieft inclination. He returned with 
me, and did not leave me till I got into my 
carriage, when we were fincerely affe&ed at 
parting. 

Provence was by my fide, and we pafied oil 
as far as St. Dennis, without my having pro- 
nounced one word ; however, I felt as if I drew 
my breath more freely the farther I got from 
my fatal refidence in Paris. The bitternefi of 
Ihame and repentance, gradually lefiened into a 
more peaceful fentiment the greater the diftance 
I got from the theatre of my follies. In fpite of 
the pains of a diforder which made me blufh 
every inftant at the caufe, peace returned to my 
foul, and by the time that the found of the docks 
of Paris was loft in the ambient air, I was alffioft 
reftored to my original peace of mind. 

s It 
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It was a fine evening, and while We were oil 
the road, I could not help comparing the in* 
nocent joyful groups of harveft people whom I 
law in the country, to the crowds of idle faucy 
footmen, and even the corrupted medley of 
every> rank with- which Paris is contaminated. 
Ye ufeful and refpeclable people, faid I to my- 
fel£ — What ! ftiall worth, diligence and virtue, 
fow and cultivate, that infolent and flothful vice 
may reap and enjoy ! However it may be, I . 
would a thoufand times prefer your ills in life, 

and your cottages, to all the deceitful pleafure$ 
erf fumptuous palaces ! Here, at leaft, you meet 
with no Doftors j — you are not tricked by a 
Mademoifelle * * ; there is neither aMr,% 
nor a Mr. Crook, nor do you carry about with 
you the dinging recolle&ion of a Mademoifelle 

w w w ?K? W? • 

While I gave myfelf up to thefe reflexions, I 
had already flown to Amiens. The night did 
not interrupt my journey, and I got to Calais 
without flopping ; but I had no true peace of 
mind, that is to fay without trouble or painful 
thoughts, till I arrived at Dover. 

The reader has . feen the chain and feries of 
my weaknefs and extravagance during a fort- 
night's refidence in Paris 5 and, however my 
follies mav have been accumulated in fo fhort a 

time, 
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time* he fhould recoiled at every moment, the 
many which my countrymen do not blufh daily 
to commit. He will even find more than one 
who has left me far behind in the career of vice 
and folly. May they all make amends for their 
tranfgreflions by fincere penitence. If I can 
difcover that they relifh the inftru&ion which 
they may find in the confefilon I have been 
making, I fliall very foon compleat it, by giving 
a recital of my fecond tour to Paris ; in which I 
will endeavour to fhew, by the contrail of all the 
indifcretions I have mentioned, the unfullied 
delight of improving the mind, and gaining in- 
ftru&ion in the fociety of men of worth and 
abilities ; and that virtue is as pleafant and pro- 
fitable, as vice is hateful and ridiculous. 
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